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NOTE. 


Several  histories  of  Dunfermline  have  been  published  since 
the  year  1812;  but  as  they  refer  more  to  its  Civil,  than  to 
its  Ecclesiastical  affairs — the  Editor  imagined  that  a  glimpse 
of  its  Ecclesiastical  history  would  prove  interesting  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Dunfermline,  the  Western  District  of  Fife ; — 
as  also  to  the  antiquary,  and  future  historian  of  the  locality. 

The  following  extracts  are  a  few  taken  from  the  oldest 
extant  manuscript  volume  of  the  "  Kirk-Session  Eecords 
of  Dunfermline,"  which  commence  with  1640  and  end 
with  the  year  1689 — therefore,  embracing  a  period  of  50 
years. 

Those  minutes  in  the  old  volume  which  bear  particularly 
on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  period/ — the  names  of 
old  localities; — public  men; — Officials,  &c. ; — have  been 
selected,  and  thrown  into  the  following  pages,  as  a  contribu- 
tion towards  "The  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Dunfermline." 

The  Editor's  thanks  are  here  tendered  to  Mr.  Eobert 
Wilson,  assistant  registrar  of  Dunfermline,  for  his  kindness 
in  comparing  the  proof  sheets  with  the  original  M.S.  volume. 

Muckhart  Villa,  Perthshire, 
May  2d,  1865. 


EXTRACTS 


FROM    THE 


KIRK-SESSION  RECORDS  OF  DUNFERMLINE, 


1640. 

July  7  th;  Mr  John  Walker  reader  in  the  Kirk  of  Dun- 
fermline, sent  a  letter  to  the  Kirk-Session  resigining  his  office 
of  reader, — in  which  he  says — "  considering  my  old  age  and 
weakness  of  bodie  an  mynde  to  doe  aine  longer  the  calling  of 
reddarshipp  thair,  by  reason  of  the  weakness  of  my  voice  to 
the  hearing  of  the  people, — thairfore  by  this  petiton  I  demitt 
the  said  calling  in*  the  hands  of  the  minister  and  elders  of 
the  Kirk  of  Dunfermlyne,  providing  always  they  give  in 
contentiment  for  my  frie  demission  according  to  equitie  and 
conscience,  seeing  I  have  pfrmit  the  cure  thairoff  honestlie 
thir  threittie  sex  zeires  and  about,  and  am  come  to  so  great  age 
an  weakness — sub**  with  my  hand  the  7  day  of  July  1640 
zeires,  sic  subr  mr  Johne  Walker," — 

July  1 4:th  ;  "  That  day,  the  minister  and  elders  thot  fitt 
(the  reedars  place  being  now  vacant  and  mr  henrie  smy*  suit- 
ing the  same)  that  ye  said  mr  henrie  should  give  tryall  of  his 
reading  in  the  audience  of  ye  people,  and  if  he  shall  then 
seem  meet  an  quallinet  yrfore  to  be  actceptit." 

29th  Sept?\;  "That  day  helen  Williamson  and  niarg**  bad 
being  before  warnit  and  not  comperrand,  this  day,  were  ordainit 
to  be  warnit  againe  publicklie  out  of  pulpitt  for  yr  blasphem- 
ous speaches  an  cursing  of  ye  toune  efter  a  most  scandalous 
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maner,  wishing  ye  same  to  be  brunt  ouer  againe — And  or- 
dains ye  act  against  such  blasphemers  and  cursers  to  be  ex- 
tended upon  them,  and  to  be  publishit  out  of  pulpett  the 
next  Sabba*  for  a  warning  to  all  others,  qlk  was  done."1 

Octr.  27th;  "That  day,  ordains  a  collection  to  be  intimate 
the  next  Sabbath  to  Laurence  Wilsone  wha  had  his  hous  and 
all  his  plenishing  brunt,  qlk  was  done  be  the  minister  out  of 
the  pulpett  the  Sabbath  following — viz.  be  James  legat  and 
thomas  elder  at  the  Kirk  doore  9  lbs.  and  be  mr  James  readdie 
and  jo11  bennet  at  the  Kirk  style  21  lbs.  total  30  lbs.  qlk 
was  delyuervit  to  ye  said  Jo11  Wilson  for  his  present  releefe." 

Now,  10th;  "That  day,  given  to  mr  Jo11  hodge  doctor  of 
the  gramer  school  his  fee  of  8  lib.  6s.  8d.  for  this  last  mair- 
tymas  w1  ane  dollor  more." 

Now.  17  th;  "  That  day,  gave  to  ro*  adams  and  his  wife 
wha  had  yr  webb  of  plaidine  of  20  ell  brunt  w*  Laury  Wil- 
sons house, — four  pounds. 

Dec.  15th;  "  That  day,  the  act  of  the  presbyterie  ordaining 
all  persons  to  leave  of  yair  feastining, — playing,  ryotous  an 
wild  living  on  yulle  day  wes  red  be  the  minister." 

1641. 

Jan.  26;  "That  day,  ordains  to  inroll  jo11  tod  a  poore 
witles  thing,  son  to  Jaine  tod  in  pittencrieff,  among  the 
ordinar  poore  for  6s  in  money. 

Feb.  23d.  "  That  day,  the  session  considering  the  incomo- 
ditie  and  present  state  of  the  kirkyaird  being  so  taine  up 
and  sunk — with  Dubbs  of  water  y1  scarcelie  yr  can  be  had 
yrin  a  dry  grave  for  ye  dead  fTor  remeide  yroff  it  is  ordainit 
y*  yr  be  a  voluntar  contribution  collectit  of  the  haill  paroch 
upon  the  peymt  qroff  James  simrell  meason,  and  andro  thom- 
son  belman  undertak  upon  them  to  mak  ye  sd  kirkyaird 
sufficientlie  dry, — The  sd  collection  is  ordaint  to  be  intimat 
out  of  the  pulpett  ye  next  Sabbath,  As  likewise  ordains  a 
lettr  to  be  written  to  alexr  Clerk  of  pittencrieff  present  prouist 


1  Dunfermline  was  nearly  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  25th  May. 
1624. 
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of  Dunf :  for  the  libertie  of  his  quarrew  to  get  flaggs  and 
stanes  for  the  sd  wark  " — 2 . 

March  2d ;  "That  day,  ordains  a  meeting  of  the  haill 
elders  to  be  upon  the  next  Sabbath  ffor  advysing  the  best 
way  how  the  kirk  bell  may  be  orderit  and  rung  withot  coup- 
ing,  and  how  that  the  stock  yron  they  hing  may  be  helpit 
an  redrest, — they  being  now  verie  weak,  fearing  the  fall  of 
both  ym  and  the  bells,  and  how  the  man  y*  shall  undertak  ye 
sd  wark  may  be  payit — (Gave  to  the  man  undertaker  of  ye  sd 
wark  a  dollor) :  "— 

March  9th.  "That  day,  ordained  that  nane water yr  webbs 
in  ye  kirkzaird,  and  if  any  be  found  yrin,  ye  belman  to  cast 
thame  out. — 

July  6th,  The  session  "  orderit  that  people  who  are  found 
drynking  in  tynie  of  preaching  on  ye  Sabbath  day  shall  be 
wardit"  (put  in  prison),  "furthwith  without  delay." 

Septr.  5th.  "That  day,  yr  was  given  to  marjorie  Sanderis 
to  help  hir  in  hir  voyage  to  Ireland  4  dollors, — as  also  to 
Ket  elder  to  help  to  cure  hir  brokin  arm,  and  to  help  hir  in 
hir  voyage  to  Ingland  4  libs." 

That  day,  alexr  Drysdale  merchand  desyrit  a  seat  in  the 

Kirk  for  his  dochr  to  heir  gods  word,  and  yr  fore  is  licentiate 
be  ye  session  to  cause  mak  a  new  furme  to  be  set  next  be- 
fore ye  pulpett  (qr  the  brides  and  bridegrooms  y*  day  y1  they 
are  mariet  uses  to  sit)  to  be  possest  be  the  sd  alexr.  his  dochtr 
in  all  tyme  coming. 

Now.  30th;  "That  day,  Joyne  Mylne,  myllar  at  Lassodie 
mylnes  being  convictit  fr  grinding  on  the  sabbath  day  is 
ordained  to  pey  yrfore  40s.  and  mr  harie  mcgill  is  catnr  for 
him  y1  he  shall  pey  the  same,  and  if  he  shall  be  fund  in  the 
lyke  faulte  againe  he  shall  pey  4lib. 

Deer.  21st;  "  That  day, — Jo11  Smart  flesher  being  convict 
for  selling  a  carkois  of  beefe,  and  having  pott  on  a  rost  at 
hes  fire  ye  last  fasting  day  is  ordainit  to  pey  8  mks  qhlk  he 
payit, — and  william   anderson  in   knockes    for    bringing    a 

2  The  north  kirkyard,  as  also  the  Maygate,  and  for  some  distance 
eastward,  was,  in  remote  times,  occupied  by  a  small  shallow  loch,  sur- 
rounded by  swampy  ground. 
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hanieleading  of  ye  sd  carkeis  of  beefe  ye  fast  day,  is  ordainit 
to  pey  30s.  qrof  he  peyit  24s. 

1642. 

9  Feb. : — That  day  and  the  4th  day  of  this  instant  com- 
peirit  James  Gib,  sometyme  of  Carribber,  before  the  minister 
and  elders  of  the  Kirk  session  of  Dunfermline  and  gave  in 
ane  disposition  made  to  him  be  normand  blactadder  in- 
dweller  in  Clackmannan  of  ane  seat  in  the  Kirk  situate 
before  tlie  Ladle  pitreavies  seat,  on  the  south,  the  baillies  of 
the  regaltie  yr  seat,  on  the  west,  and  the  ministers'  ivyfes  seat 
on  the  eist."  &c. 

July  25  ;  That  day  Marjorie  cassin  being  convictit  slander- 
ing Jonet  broomside  in  calling  her  comon  theef,  comon  whoore 
and  that  she  was  a  loun  to  7  or  8  men  viz — to  old  Jo11  an- 
derson — young  Jo11  his  sone, — Wm  thomson,  andro  burne 
and  sindry  otheris,  she  is  ordainit  to  be  put  in  the  Stocks 
2  houres  for  a  publick  example,  because,  she  being  poore  had 
no  money  to  pey,  And  ye  sd  Marjorie  and  Jo11  Colyeare  hir 
guidman  are  hereby  actit  that  if  they  comitt  the  lyke  sclander 
againe  they  shall  be  banished  out  of  the  toun  and  punished 
yreftir  as  ye  elders  shall  enjoyne."  3 

Oct.  16th;  Among  the  elders  elected  this  day  in  the  kirk, 
are  the  names  of  "  Charles  Erie  of  Dunfermline  for  the  1 st 
quarter  of  the  landwart  parte  of  the  paroch,  and  James  Esp ■• 
line  for  the  abbay." 

—  31  st.  "That  day,  David  trumble  glaisenwryte  gave 
in  his  compte  of  glassinwark  done  be  him  in  the  kirk,  the 
sowme  qroff  extends  to  51ib.  6s.  4d.,  whiche  the  session  promisit 
to  pey  to  him  if  my  Lord  Dunfermlyne  and  his  chalmerlane, 
qnsoere  his  Losp  comes  hame  from  England,  should  refuse  to 
pey  the  same." 

Nov.  14"  That  day — the  proveist  and  baillies  in  name 
of  ye  rest  gave  thair  old  mort  clothe  to  be  redrest  and  made 
up  f  the  use  of  the  poore." 

3  "The  instrument  of  the  stocks  "  at  this  period  stood  in  front  of  the 
Pillob,y,  at  a  point  in  the  High-street,  about  20  yards  east  of  "the 
cannon. " 
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Dec.  18th;  The  session  is  warned  "to  be  at  Mr.  liarie 
makgills  thair  late  ministers  buriall  the  mome  being  monday 
at  10  oclock — 

That  day  mr  James  Reddy  Schoolemaister  was  chosen 

moderator  4 

1643. 

Jan.  29th.  "  That  day,  Jo11  Murrey,  Wm  Henrisone,  James 
Dewar  and  Jo11  hutton  were  convictit  ilk  of  ym  to  pey  4b 
for  drinking  on  the  sabbath  day  in  time  of  divine  preaching 
qhlk  they  pey  it." 

5th  April  "  That  day — the  act  of  the  provincial  assem- 
blie  anent  the  provyding  the  kirk  of  Dunfermline  w*  a  second 
minister,  was  ordaint  to  be  insert  in  the  booke,  the  tenor 
qrof  follows 

At  Dunfermline  5th  Aprile  1643 
Anent  the  providing  of  Dunfermline  w*  another  minister, 
upon  the  aduertisement  given  be  the  moderator  of  the  pro- 
vinciall  assemblie  of  fyff,  sundrie  considerable  herioters,  pa- 
rochiners,  both  in  bru*  an  land  came  at  the  tyme  appoynted 
and  eftir  conference  w*  some  of  the  sd  assemblie  appoynted 
f r  y*  sess11,  It  was  found  that  of  all  that  appeared  none  were 
unwilling  to  bear  burdens  fr  the  mentenance  of  the  sd  minis- 
ter except  one, — As  fr  those  who  did  not  appeir,  few  were 
found  considerable,  except  one  gentleman  who  excused  him- 
self by  reason  of  his  weaknes,  unto  whom  the  assemblie  tho* 
fitt  to  send  some  of  yair  number,  who  eftir  conference  wi* 
him  returned,  And  in  the  face  of  the  assemblie  reported  that 
he  also  was  satisfied,  and  hade  faithfullie  promised  to  con- 
tinue w*  ye  rest  of  the  heritors,  in  bearing  burdens  propor- 
tionally f  the  mentenance  of  the  sd  minister, — The  assemblie 
considering  the  great  necessitie  of  planting  the  said  congre- 
gation w*  two  ministers,  and  finding  so  great  a  consent  of 
heritors,  hoping  also  y*  the  ry*  noble  and  potent  Lord  Charles 
erle  of  Dunfermline,  the  prime  heritor  w*in  the  paroch  shall 
liberallie  concur  to  advance  so  gude  a  wark;  doe  heartily 

4  This  is  the  second  time  that  a  Dunfermline  schoolmaster's  name  is 
on  record,  the  first  being  that  of  "guid  Mr.  Robert  Henrysone,"  1490. 
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approve  so  pious  a  designe,  thanking  God  for  the  same,  and 
earnestlie  exhort  the  heritors  and  parochiners  both  of  bra* 
an  land  to  proceed  thairin, — Declairing  hereby  that  the 
patronage,  nominatn  and  presentatn  of  the  sd  minister  both 
now  and  heireftir  shall  belong  to  the  parochiners  and  heritors, 
founders  of  the  for  sd  provision, — extract  furthe  of  the 
regist1'  of  the  said  assemblie  and  sub1  be  Mr  Jo11  moreis  clerk 
thairto — sec  subr  J.  Moreis.  clerk  " 

April  16;  "  That  day,  compeirit  grissell  moreis  being 
accusit  of  sundrie  poynts  of  witchcraft  spoken  and  done 
be  her,  whose  confessions  at  this  tyme  and  in  the  tyme  y* 
she  was  in  ward,  (prison)  with  the  Declartn  and  Deposit11 
of  sindrie  witnesses  are  in  scrolles  (of  paper?)  and  the  sd 
grissell  was  brunt  as  a  witche  ye  17th  of  may  following" — 5 

April  23  d.  "  That  day  the  magistrates  ordaint  to  put  the 
presbyteries  act  to  execution  against  helen  hutton  fyve  tymes 
fallen  in  fornication  so  that  she  should  satisfie  as  ane  adulteres 
and  to  be  put  presntle  in  prisone  and  yr  to  remaine  the  space 
of  15  days,  and  to  live  onlie  on  bread  and  watir  ye  sd  space 

"  That  day,  andro  thomsone  belman  is  ordaint  to  tak 

notice  of  those  who  in  the  comunion  yle  in  tyme  of  preach- 
ing and  uthir  tymes  of  God's  service  has  yr  comon  Discourses 
and  conferences  and  taks  yr  sneising  tobatto  in  the  most 
remott  and  secret  pairt  of  ye  sd  yle  whar  they  think  they 
will  not  be  seen,  and  ye  sd  andro  is  ordainit  to  delate  such 
y*  order  may  be  taine  with  yame  " 

June  ith;  "That  day  a  publick  fast  was  intimat  to  be 
keept  nixt  sabbath  and  the  wedensday  yreftir  the  4th  of  this 
instant  for  the  great  meeting  of  all  estates  enshewing,  and 
the  great  divisions  and  bloodshed  in  Ingland  and  Ireland 
and  appearantlie  to  be  amongst  orselves,  and  the  great  in- 
creas  of  sinne  and  Decay  of  grace  in  the  land." 

July  16  th;  That  day,  the  magistrates  of  the  bur^  cravit 
help  of  those  of  the  Landewart  for  watching  of  the  woeman 
detaint  in  ward  fr  witchecraft,  because  the  burgh  is  not  able  to 

3  The  old  "  ward,"  or  prison,  stood  on  the  site  of  the  eastern  entrance 
into  Bridge -street;  the  witches  were  burnt  on  the  witch  knowe,  about  £ 
a-mile  north-east  of  the  Cross. 
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contineuend  yr  in,  the  criminalls  of  that  kynd,  being  so  many, 
and  so  frequentlie  taine,  and  the  burg11  being  so  oft  chargit 
and  troublit  with  taking  and  watching  of  ym."  &c. 

July  23d;  That  day  ro*  shortus  having  sittin  in  sackcloth e 
twa  Sundays  upon  the  publict  place  of  repentance,  was  re- 
ceived yr  fra  testifying  his  repentance  for  consulting  and  seek- 
ing charms  fr  his  wyff,  he  should  have  sittin  before  ye  pul- 
pett  bot  he  was  pittied. 

29  th  Oct.; — That  day  intimation  was  made  to  the  people 
of  the  evening  prayers  to  begin  this  week  following,  and 
yrfore  they  were  desyrit  to  convein  frequently  yrto,  and  to 
have  yr  candle  in  reddines. 

Nov.  5th.  "That  day,  the  Solemne  league  and  covenant 
fr  reformation  and  defence  of  religion,  the  honour  and  hap- 
piness of  the  king,  and  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  thrie 
kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England  and  Ireland,  was  led  and 
intimat  this  sabbath  be  mr  Eob*  Kay  to  the  haill  congre- 
gation, that  nane  plead  ignorance  thairofT,  bot  that  they  may 
be  prepared  to  sweare  to  it  and  subscribe  the  same  the  next 
Lords  day. 

12  Nov. — That  day, — William  Lambe  webster,  in  name 
of  the  rest  of  his  craft,  and  for  himself,  being  now  deacon 
of  his  craft,  Desyrit  of  the  elders  libertie  to  tak  doun  the 
stane  wall  at  the  bak  of  yr  seat  in  the  eist  end  of  the  kirk, 
and  instead  yrof  to  build  up  a  bak  of  timber  to  yr  seate, 
qhlk  was  grantit  to,  be  the  sd  elders ;  6 

As  also — (same  day) — "  it  was  licentat  and  grantit 

to  the  Smythes  to  tak  doun  the  stane  wall  at  the  side  and 
entrie  of  yr  seate  in  the  eist  end  of  the  kirk  on  the  north 
side  yrof  and  instead  of  that  little  stane  wall  to  mak  ane 
side  entrie  of  tember  to  yr  seate, — 

28  Nov.; — This  day  it  was  declairit,  that  James  Murray 
writr  in  Edinr  hade  gottin  37d  for  his  fie,  and  the  bookes  of 
of  the  Covenant,  and  of  the  last  General  Asembly. 

6  It  is  not  known  when  weaving  was  introduced  into  Dunferm- 
line. It  is,  however,  evident  from  the  oldest  of  the  Town-council 
Records,  that  weaving  was  one  of  "  the  trades  "  of  the  Burgh  as  early 
as  1490. 
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1644. 

3d  March — This  day,  "  given  for  binding  the  covenant, 
and  a  new  cover  yrto  46s." — also, — "  given  to  the  poore 
woemen  y*  hade  yr  husbands  w*  the  army  in  England 
20lb  4s." 

10th  Do.— -That  day—"  Mr  Wm  Ged  ruling  elder  Declairit 
that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  presbiterie  Mr  James  Sibbald 
minister  of  Torrieburn  shewd  that  one  Margt;t  Donald  in 
this  paroch  was  delaitit  for  a  witch  be  the  witches  of  Torrie- 
burn, and  yrfore  requyerit  ye  sd  Mr  Wm  to  notifie  ye  same 
to  the  elders  of  this  kirk  session  that  order  my*  be  taine  with 
hir,  quilk  being  notified  be  ye  sd  elder  they  refer  hir  to  the 
civil  magistrat " ; — 7 

21  st  April — "The  qlk  day  the  elders  of  the  Kirk  Session 
of  Dunfermlyne  being  convenit,  comperit  before  them  James 
Esplin  Servitor  to  the  ry*  and  potent  Lord  Charles  Erie  of 
Dunfermline,  and  declarit  and  shewed  to  the  sd  elders  that  said 
noble  erle  hade  grantit  and  given  himself  and  Margt1;  colden 
his  spous  that  heiche  seat  in  the  sd  kirk  which  of  old  pertenat 
to  the  abbot  of  Dunfermline,  fixed  on  the  Southeist  most 
pillar  of  the  sd  Kirk,  situate  betwixt  ye  sd  pillar  on  the  eist, 
the  wryts  seat  on  the  west,  the  laird  of  Cavils  seat  on  the 
south  and  Mr  James  phins  seat  on  the  north  &c.  and  the  sd 
James  Esplin  cravit  of  the  said  elders  thair  consent  and 
approbation  heirto,  which  was  allowit  and  approvin  be  them, 
And  they  all  with  ane  assent  did  ratine  the  same,  and  ordaint 
yr  act  to  be  made  and  given  yrupon  "  &c.8 

1 2th  Nov. — That  day, — "it  is  statute  compeirit  Johne 
hamilton  and  george  Scott,  litser— and  desyrit  licence  of  the 
elders  for  seats  in  the  kirk  to  themselves  to  be  set  and  fixt 


7  Torryburn,  4  miles  WSW  of  Dunfermline,  was,  ' '  in  these  days  of 
darkness,  celebrated  far  and  near  for  the  multitude  of  its  witches — one 
out  of  every  three  of  its  old  women  being  delaitit  witches. " 

8  The  Seat,  or  Loft,  of  "the  abbat  of  Dunfermline  "  is  here  men- 
tioned; but  Dunfermline  Abbey  had  no  abbot  after  its  destruction  in 
1560.  Robert  Pitcairn  then  became  Commendator  of  the  abbey, 
and  as  such  is  sometimes,  though  erroneously,  styled  abbot.  It  is 
likely  the  Commendator  had  a  seat  in  the  auld  kirk  at  the  place  here 
denned. 
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at  the  southwest  most  pillar  at  the  west  end  of  the  kirk  under 
the  Schollers  seat,  whilk  was  grantit  be  the  elders  "  &c.9 

1645. 

15  Jan.  "  The  15  day  of  Jan.  1645  Mr  Eobert  Kay  and 
Mr  William  Oliphant  were  admitted  ministers  of  the  Kirk 
of  Dunfermline, — and  Mr  John  Duncan,  minister  of  Culros 
preached  at  yr  admission." — 

28th  Jan. — °  That  day,  it  is  statute  and  ordaint  that 
whosoever  in  this  parish  shall  be  found  fra  the  Kirk  on 
the  Sabbath  day,  drinking  in  tyme  of  divine  service,  of 
preaching  or  prayer,  the  drinker  to  pay  ten  shillings  and  the 
seller  yrof  20s,  And  both  to  mak  yr  publick  repentance  be- 
fore the  haill  congregation,  qlk  was  intimat  the  next  SabbaV 

ith  Feb. — Under  this  date,  an  entry  certifies  that  the 
following  sums  were  mortified  to  the  "  Gramar  schoole" — viz. 

Item,  the  sd  Allane  Coutts  sometyrae  chain erlane  of 

the  abbacie  100  mks 

Item,  be  the  s<*  Wm  Shaw,  Mr  of  Wark  100  lib 

Item,  be  the  sd  Wra  Philp,  maltman  in  the  Nethertoun    50  mks 
Item,  be  the  sd   Jo"  Davidson  servand  to  abbot 

robert  pitcairne  100  mks 

sumna  400  mks 

16th  March — That  day, — it  is  ordaint  that  fr  watching  of 
the  landwart  witches,  those  in  landwart,  shall  have  the 
charge  yrof  and  the  watchers  to  begin  at  sex  hors  at  evin 
and  to  byd  and  to  continue  all  that  ny1  and  the  day  following 
till  6  at  evin  againe,  qlk  is  the  space  of  24  h°, — And  who- 
soever failles  herein  for  ilk  24  hors  the  faillier  shall  pey 
24s,  And  this  to  begin  at  Mrstoun  and  so  to  get  well  throw 
so  manie  of  the  touns  of  that  quarter  till  the  nixt  session 
day — And  the  maister  of  everie  familie  to  send  out  sufficient 
honest  men  for  the  effect  or  ells  to  come  themselfe;  And 
if  they  faillie  herein  that  the  magistrates  of  the  burgh  fur- 
nish a  watcher  fr  them  on  yr  charges  and  on  the  penaltie 
to  be  peyit  be  them  as  sd  is  if  ther  faillie — And  it  is  re- 

•  "  The  Scholars-lafb  "  in  the  Auld  Kirk  was  in  the  extreme  western 
end — immediately  above  the  western  entrance — filling  up  the  lower 
space  between  the  steeple  and  the  south  tower. 
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comendit  to  the   landbaillies  to  cause  thair   officer   warne 
the  landwart  watchers  at  everie  occasion  yrof  q11  neidit. 

"  Item  gave  to  one  James  broun  in  the  ferrie  30s,  And 
to  foure  watchers  of  the  witche,  marg*  Donald  five  days  and 
live  nights,  twa  of  them  ey  being  on  the  watch  at  thair  severall 
turns  to  ilk  of  them  for  ilk  day  and  ilk  ny1  vis  total  vi  libs. 

1  June — That  day  Mr  Jo11  hodge  Doctor  of  the  gramer 
schoole  was  peyit  of  his  fie  of  four  dollers : — Item,  peyit  to 
andro  thompson  fr  furnishing  candle  for  the  Kirk  xxxvis ; 
— Item,  peyit  to  him  and  to  the  twa  toun  officers  for  thair 
paines  at  the  comunion  to  buy  thair  shooes  iiijlib : — Item, 
given  for  washing  communion  clothes  30s: — Item,  to  Henry 
Malcome  the  sub  beddle,  36s.10 

22dDo.;  That  day — Helen  Wallis  being  convictit  of  ab- 
sence fra  the  Kirk  on  the  sabbath  day,  and  not  communi- 
cating at  the  Lords  table,  (eftir  grave  and  sharpe  admonishing 
givin  to  hir)  she  made  hir  private  repentance  on  hir  knees 
in  the  session  house  before  the  Elders  as  she  was  ordainit 
fr  this  tyme. — And  she  is  hereby  actit  that  if  heireftir  she 
shall  be  found  absent  fra  the  Kirk,  and  fra  the  comunion 
(healthe  permitting)  she  shall  receive  a  double  censure  of 
the  Kirk  made  against  such  delinquences. 

19  Oct.; — At  this  tyme  meetings  were  not  frequent  be- 
cause of  the  plague  of  the  pestilence  wch  then  was  in  the 
paroche,  and  increasit  in  the  same,  so  that  many  died. 

25  th  Nov.  And  because  the  number  of  the  poor  did  in- 
crease in  this  tyme  of  the  plague,  many  tradismen  put  to 
penurie  for  want  of  comercing,  and  handling  of  geir  and 
money,  qlk  was  then  dangerous  to  use,  and  little  alms  col- 
lectit,  thairfore  it  was  tho*  fitt  that  meill  should  be  given  to 
the  poore  for  thair  present  help,  and  that  the  presint  collec- 
tions and  moneys  wch  were  in  the  boxe  should  pay  for  the 
sayd  meill,  till — after  that  the  Lord  of  His  mercie  withdraw 

10  The  Doctor  of  the  Grammar-school  was  an  under  teacher — usher 
or  assistant  to  the  master. — (See  also  23d  Dec.  1686.) — Queen  Anne — 
consort  of  James  VI. — made  a  donation  to  Dunfermline  Grammar  school 
for  the  support  of  a  Doctor; — also  to  the  master  of  the  song  school  to 
teach  a  singing  class. 
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his  judgement  of  the  plague  when  uther  courses  may  be 
taine  for  supplying  of  the  poore,  and  for  restoring  of  the 
moneys  again  to  the  boxe. 

1646. 

1st  March; — "That  day — it  was  sufficientlie  pro vin  be- 
fore the  Session, — that  Jonet  Wely  spouse  to  Eo1  wallis, 
baxter,  had  slandered  grissell  walwood  spouse  to  Jo11  alisone, 
wright,  calling  hir  white  bird  and  heirby  also  slanndering  the 
dead  qhrby  the  sd  Jonet  was  ordainit  to  pey  4  lib,  qlk  she 
did,  and  to  mak  hir  publick  repentance,  before  the  pulpit  on 
a  sabbath  aftir  sermon  beforenoon,  qlk  she  did  the  15th 
march  instant.1' 

29th  Do. — "That  day,  the  depute  baillies  and  magistrates 
of  the  land  and  regalitie  and  the  magistrates  of  the  burgh 
are  appointed  commissioners  in  the  paroche — &c.  &c.  to  see 
aftir  swearing — drunkines  and  working  of  pietie." 

- — «-"  Elders  and  Deacons  nominat  and  chosen  in  the 
kirk  of  Dunfermline  and  admitted  and  sworne  the  29  of 
March  1646;— 

1st  Quartr; — For  the  Landwart; — Pitchorthie  eister  and 
wester,  —  Pitbauchlie, — Black  law,  —Dover  hill,  —  Mrtoun 
and  Pitreavie. 

Charles  Erie  of  Dunfermline  with  the  Constables,  baillie 
and  cheef  magistrate  of  the  regalitie  of  Dunfermline, 

Eldeps  •—  James  Donaldson  in  Pitreavie, 
Thomas  Stanhouse  in  Mrtoun, 

2d  Quart1"; — For  S*  Marglt  Stane— .Prymros  and  thair 
Cottaries,  —  eistergellett  with  thair  Cottaries,  —  Grange,  — 
Windmylnehill,  -—  Campsie- Knows,  —  the  Hole,  —  Galrick 
Hill. 

Elders  : —  Deacon  : — 

Thomas  Mitchell  in  eistergellett.     t*  , .  -,  n      .     . 

Thomas  Chrystie  in  the  Hole.  David  Ume'  m  eistergellett. 

3d  Quartr ; — Lymekills,  —  broomhall, — Westergellett,  — 

Sillietoun, — eister  and  wester  tumour  hill, — yron  mylne, 

mackies  mylne  mirrie  hill, — Donald  mylne, ; 

Pitliver, — Craigs, — Meidowend 

b 
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Elders  : —  Deacon  : — 

David  Mitchell  in  Pitliver, 

George  Turnbull  in  broomhall,  Edward  Douglas  in  Westergellett. 
David  Murray  in  Limekill. 

4th  Quart1";  —  Pitfirrane,  —  Cavill,  —  Crocefoord,  —  pit- 
dinnyes, — eister  and  wester  Hilton, — pitconnoquhie, 
Knokes  j 

Elders: —  Deacon: — 

Sir  James  Halkett  of  Pitfirran,  knyt 

baillie  depute  of  the  regalitie,  TJ         **••.*  i   n  •    ^     -n 

David  Lindsay  of  Cavill,  °  Henry  Mltclie11  m  CaviIL 

"William  Anderson  in  Pitconnoquliy. 

5th  Quart1";  —  Pittencrieff,  with  thair  haill  cottaries, — 
Baldrige  eister  and  wester,  and  thair  cottaries, — Clune,  with 
thair  cottaries,  —  Luscor  wester, — Drumtuthil, — Tinnygask, 
Knok  —  South  and  North  Lethams,  —  Outhe,  —  Moorland- 
bank, — - 

Elders' —  Deacon: — 

Mr  Alexi'  Clerk  of  Pittencrieff, 

Mr  William  Ged  of  Baldrig,  Robert  Sharpe,  in  Pittencrieff. 
James  Wardlaw  of  "Wester  Luscor. 

6th  Quartr ; — Dunduff, — Deanhead, — Roscobie, — Lathal- 
mont,  —  Gask,  —  Lochend,  —  Balmull,  and  the  mylne,  — 
Boureshall, — Blairathie, — and  Blairn  Craig- 

doukies  westir  and  eister 

Elders  : —  Deacon  : — 

Mr  William  Wardlaw,  of  Balmull, 

ane  of  the  depute  baillies  of  regalitie,  Robert  Angus,  in  Rescobie. 
George  Dewar,  Lathalmont, 

7th  Quart1";  —  Lassodie,  —  Thorntoun,  — Whitehouse,  — 
Coklawes, — Keltie  , — Woodend, — Cragincatt, — 

Lassodie  Mylne. 

Elders  : —  Deacon  : — 

Alexr  Mrtoui),  in  Lassodie,  j  h     M    M     ^  C<MsLWe, 

John  Henderson,  in  Keltie, 

8th  Quartr ;  —  mr  tounsbaith,  —  Halkistonnsbaith,  —  Ste- 
vinsonsbaith,  —  Cowdownsbaith,  —  stonefoord,  —  Mosend,  — 
Dewars,  baith,  —  Sellyntounsbaith,  —  nethirbaith,  —  Kiers- 
baith, — Stewartsbaith, — Buckieburn. 
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Elders: —  Deacon: — 

Alex*"  beverage,  T         i        ■  j     ■    va- v  -n 

James  Dewai-  in  Dewarsbaith.     James  W"Sde>  in  Nethirbaith. 

9tli  Quart*; — Crocegaittes, — ffods, — norther  and  souther, 
— Touch, — and  Touch,  Mylne, — Whitefield, — Scrogiehall, — 
Woodniylne, — Garvok, — Mylnehill,  the  northward. 

Elders: —  Deacon: — 

James  Mitchell,  in  Soutlifode,         James  And  in  Northfode. 

John  Coventne,  m  Touclie. 

1  Oth  Quart1" ; — The  north  queensferrie, — Elder : — Lawrence 
Lytonin.11 

BURGHE. 

1st  Quart1; — ffroni  the  abbay  zett,  the  Haill  Kirkgate  on 
bothe  sides,  to  the  tolbuth, — including  the  Maygate,  and  a 
parte  of  the  south  side,  even  up  till  James  Huttouns,  the 
baillies  hous. 

Elders: —  Deacons: — 

William  Walker,  merchand,  John  Wright,  wry*, 

andro  purvis  Litfler,  Mark  Donald,  baxter. 

2d  Quart1"; — ffrom  James  Huttouns  hous,  on  the  south- 
syde  of  the  toun,  eistward  to  the  eistport. 

Elders: —  Deacons: — 

James  Hutton  baillie,  George  Currie,  merchand. 

Thomas  Elder,  Deacon,  Cordveiner.         William  Smart,  flesher. 

3d  Quartr; — ffrom  the  tolbuth  nthward,  including  the  haill 
Colyeraw,  Damhead  and  Rottinraw,  and  back  againe  on  the 
south  side,  even  up  till  umqle  Mr  David  Kinghornes  Hous, 
now  possessit  be  Mr  Robert  Kay,  minister. 

Elders: —  Deacons: — 

Peter  Law,  provist,  James  Anderson,  Letfler. 

James  Simson,  merchand.  andro  Currie,  maltman. 

11  In  this  "  Landvvart  "  list  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Kirk 
chosen  for  1646  will  be  found  the  names  of  a  great  many  places  in  the 
parish  still  known  by  the  same  names,  while  others  are  now  not  known, 
such  as  Campsie-Knows, — Sillietoun, — tumour  hill, — Mackies  Mylne, 
— Scrogiehall, — and  Donald  Mylne.  It  would  appear,  however,  that 
Sillietoun,  tumour  hill,  and  Mackies  Mylne,  were  somewhere  near  to 
the  present  Iron  Mills, — about  a  mile  west  of  Charleston. 
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4th  Quart1- ; — ffrom  Mr  Robert  Kay  the  ministers  Hous, 
including  the  haill  Crocewynd,  an  all  the  northsyde  to  the 
eistport. 

Elders  : —  Deacons  :  — 

John  bennet,  baillie,  Alex*-  Chalmers,  merchand, 

Peter  Walker,  baillie.  peter  buist,  baxter. 

5th  Quart1"; — ffrom  the  eistport  on  both  sides  of  the  gate 
till  george  bothwells  w111  the  haill  Newraw,  —  Rodds  and 
Hospital. 

Elders  : —  Deacons  : — 

Robert  Stevenson,  baillie,  James  Mudie,  webster. 

Thomas  Couper,  maltman.  David  Trumble,  glasinwryt. 

6th  Quart1"; — The  haill  nethertoun. 

Elders: —  Deacons: — 

Mr  James  Phin,  William  Walker,  maltman. 

William  Mudie,  maltman.       Andro  Mayne,  maltman. 1? 

n  In  this  Burgh  list  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Kirk  for  1646 
are  to  be  found  the  names  of  almost  all  the  streets  then  in  Dunferm- 
line, viz.: — The  "  Kirkgate,"  "  Maygate"  "  Colyeraw,"  "  Rottinraw," 
' '  Crocewynd, "  "  Newraw, "  and  the  ' '  Nethertoun. "  This  is  the  earliest 
notice  we  have  found  of  "  Kirkgate,"  although  no  doubt  the  name  ex- 
isted for  ages  before  this  period.  The  Maygate,  Colyeraw,  Rottinraw, 
and  Nethertoun,  are  all  mentioned  in  the  oldest  Town-Council  Record  of 
Dunf:  as  early  as  1487-1497.  It  is  singular  that  in  this  list  there  is 
no  mention  made  of  the  High  Street.  The  Burgh  Record  just  noticed 
however,  evidently  refers  to  it  under  the  designation  of  the  "  Causa- 
gait"  being  the  principal  street  of  the  burgh;  it  appears  to  have  been 
"  causwayed  "  as  early  as  1490,  and  thus  had  the  name  of  the  "  Causa- 
gait  "  given  to  it,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  other  streets,  which,  "like 
country  roads,  would  be  full  of  ruts  and  clairts"  (mud).  Afterwards, 
the  Causagait  became  to  be  known  as  the  Hie-gait,  and  latterly  as 
the  High  Street.  May-gate,  probably  from  Magh,  a  marshy  plain  or 
level  ground.  Previous  to  1770  Maygate  was  on  the  only  level  street 
in  the  burgh;  it  stood  on  marshy  ground,  with  the  old  tron  burn  run- 
ning obliquely  through  it;  therefore  the  site  was  on  a  magh,  a  street 
on  a  marshy  piece  of  level  ground;  hence  Magh-gate  or  May-gate.  The 
Rottenrow  (now  Queen  Ann  Street)  was  anciently  written  "  Rattin- 
raw, "  that  is,  a  row  of  houses  composed  of  Ratlins,  or  undressed  timber. 
In  connection  with  this  almost  obsolete  word  (i  Rattin,"  we  may  men- 
tion that  when  the  auld  Kirk  was  in  use  as  a  place  of  worship  (previous 
to  1821)  there  was  an  awning  or  laft  across  the  body  of  the  kirk,  a  little 
above  the  highest  gallery,  having  been  erected  to  "  keep  down  the  sownd 
and  prevent  echoes,"  thus  acting  as  an  immense  sounding-board.  It 
had  the  name  of  the  " Rotten-laft."     It  was  not  rotten;  every  bit  of  it 
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5th  Aprile;  "That  clay, — Jo11  broim  and  ro*  white  be- 
came cautis  for  christiane  white,  that  she  shall  satisfie  the 
Discipline  of  the  Kirk  for  hir  adulterie  with  Jo11  Norie, — 
And  it  is  ordainit,  that  if  she  shall  Heireftir  dissobey  the 
Kirk  she  shall  stand  on  the  tron,  in  thejuggs,  and  thaireftir  in 
sackclothe  and  bare  fitted  at  the  Kirkdore  during  the  will 
of  the  session, — And  it  is  ordainit  and  actit,  that  if  the  sd 
Christiane  shall  be  knowne,  seen  or  found  heireftir  to  be 
\vth  troupirs  an  souldiers,  or  to  have  any  medling  w*  them 
in  any  qui,tr  that  she  shall  be  put  in  the  juggs  to  the  example 
of  utheris  and  be  banished  out  of  the  paroche." 

26th  Aprile ;  That  day,  Robert  Bull  being  convict, — be- 
fore the  session — of  the  break1*8'  of  the  sabbath,  in  drinking 
and  swearing,  was  ordaint  to  mak  his  publik  repentance, 
before  the  pulpitt,  and  to  pey  20s.  qlk  he  did. 

3d  May;  That  day, — Ro*  Shortus  and  Katherine  Hutsonn 
his  wyff  being  convictit — before  the  session — of  filthie  slan- 
dering and  abominable  speeches  against  some  lasses  and 
virginis,  viz.  Jonet  Henreesone,  Katherine  Cowan,  Helen 
nicoll,  and  marg*  Home,  is  ordainit,  viz, — the  said  ro*  to 
mak  his  publick  repentance  thairfore  before  the  pulpitt,  and 
both  he  and  his  wyff  to  ask  of  the  parties  offendit,  forgive- 
ness, before  thair  awin  doores  in  the  streete,  publicJclle  on  thair 
knees.     And  it  is  heirby  actit  and  statute  that  if  the  said 

was  quite  fresh  as  when  it  was  taken  down  in  1821.  It  was,  however, 
composed  entirely  of  Ratlins,  that  is,  of  deals  or  slabs  of  undressed  tim- 
ber, and  Ratlin  being  a  word  in  common  use  when  it  was  put  up,  it, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  got  the  name  of  the  Rattin-laft,  and  this  name, 
coming  down  through  several  generations,  and  the  word  becoming  ob- 
solete, it  at  last  got  twisted  into  the  name  of  the  Rotten-hit  instead  of 
the  original  Rattin-h.it;  just  in  the  same  way  was  the  original  "  Ratlin- 
raw  "  twisted  into  ' '  Rottenraw!  "  We  may  further  note  that  an  old  quay 
at  Ayr  is  composed  of  undressed  timber,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  it  is 
called  the  Rattin-quay.  In  the  year  1646  the  parish  of  Dunfermline 
was  much  larger  than  it  now  is.  Several  of  the  places  named  in  "the 
land  wart  "  are  now  in  other  parishes,  and  some  of  the  names  are  now 
obsolete.  These  two  lists  show  that  the  landward  portion  of  the  parish 
was  divided  into  10  districts,  having  21  elders  and  10  deacons,  while 
the  burgh  was  divided  into  6  wards,  with  12  elders  and  12  deacons, 
giving  a  total  of  33  elders  and  22  deacons  acting  as  a  spiritual  police 
in  the  borough  and  parish. 
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ro*  shall  be  fund  heireftir  in  the  lyke  fault  or  in  any  uthr 
slannder  against  his  ng^ors  (he  being  oftymes  found  scan- 
dalous before),  ayther  in  word  or  deed,  that  he  shall  be  ban- 
ished out  of  the  paroche. 

;  That  day,  Christiane  Dowe  and  Isabell  spens  toll- 
keepers  in  baith,  made  thair  publiek  repentance  before  the 
pulpett,  as  they  were  ordainit,  for  breaking  of  the  Sabbath, 
in  carrying  salt  from  Torrieburn  to  baith. 

5t7i  May ;  That  day,  Ordainit — by  the  Session — to  give 
a  testimonial  to  Mr  Jo11  Hodge,  sometyme  Doctor  of  the 
gramar  schoole  heir,  and  now  removed  to  Edinbur^. 

17  May  ;  That  day,  Mr  Edward  Cisholme  receivent  the 
approbation  and  assent  of  the  Session  to  his  admission  as 
Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole,  with  provision  if  he  be  tryed 
and  fund  qualified  both  in  his  Literature  and  conversatn  f'r 
y*  chairge  wHn  the  space  of  ane  halif  yeir  to  come,  And  also, 
y*  sd  Mr  Edward  produoit  a  testimonial  from  Auchterderan 
sub*  be  ye  minstr  thair  of  his,  and  his  wyffs  honest  behavr, 
and  conversat11  during  their  residence  thair,  whilk  was  ad- 
mitted and  appro vin. 

9th  June;  Item  peyit  for  a  dead  kist  to  ro*  bruee  a  bairn  e 
of  umqhle  George  Bruce  saidler,  and  also  for  a  winding  sheet 
55s. — Item  to  Thomas  blaikwood  a  poore  gentleman  4  lib; 
Item  to  Mr  Edward  Cisholme  Doctor  of  the  gramar  Schoole 
his  fie  of  8  lib  with  ane  doller  more : — Item  to  Mr  Eobert 
Anderson,  precentor  his  fie  4  dollers.  Item  to  Mr  harie 
Drumond  a  minister  who  is  blind  20  mks  8s.  4d. 

14  June;  That  day,  JonBuist  made  his  publik  repentance 
before  the  pulpitt  for  breaking  of  the  Sabbath  in  playing  at 
the  kytes  in  tyme  of  preaching  and  peyit  20s.  as  he  was 
ordainit. 

7  August ;  Rob*  Adam  Tailor  in  the  abbay,  (is  mentioned 
under  this  date.13 

13  Down  to  the  middle  of  last  century  the  Queens  house  and  the 
constabulary  houses  adjacent  to  the  west  end  of  the  auld  Kirk,  as  also 
the  apartments  above  what  is  now  known  as  "the  pends,"  were  filled 
with  a  great  many  mechanics,  &c. — Blake,  the  reputed  first  damask 
weaver  in  Dunf.  "drove  the  lay"  in  an  apartment  above  the  pends; 
in  another  apartment  David  Stark  had  a  dye-house.     In  the  "  Queens- 
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31  August ;  This  day,  the  Session  ordainit  a  publick  col- 
lection to  be  made  next  Sabb111  for  ane  alexander  Kirk,  in 
the  gellett  who  hade  his  legg  dung  fra  him  at  the  warrs  in 
the  north — (51  lb  18p.  was  collec*  fr  him.) 

1647. 

12  Jan;  That  day,  it  is  grantit  to  Helen  Currie  spouse 
to  andro  Donald  in  tournour  hill  to  sit  with  bessie  Cunyg- 
hame  spouse  to  James  Mudie  maltman,  in  that  seat  in  the 
Kirk  under  the  stools  of  public  repentance,  situate  betwixt 
Wm  Pratus  seat  on  the  east,  and  patrick  Walkers  wyffes 
seat  on  the  west. 

2 1st  March;  That  day,  Alex1"  Mcclan  receivant  the  appro- 
bation and  consent  of  the  session  to  his  admission  as  Doctor 
of  the  gramar  schoole,  with  provision  that  after  try  ell  he  be 
fund  qualified  both  in  his  Literature  and  conversatne  for  yfc 
ehairge,  As  also  that  he  report  a  testimonial  to  our  session  of 
his  behavor  from  the  post  of  his  last  residence, — qlk  he  did. 

28  March  ;  That  day,  it  is  statut  and  actit  that  if  christiane 
Law,  brewster  shall  be  convict  heireftir  in  absenting  hirself 
fra  the  Kirk  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  in  selling  drink  there- 
on in  tyme  of  preaching  or  utherweyes  imoderatlie  before  or 
eftir  preaching, — And  in  mashing  drink  anie  tyme  that  day, 
— And  in  intertenying,  and  holding  in  hir  hous  of  anie 
scandalous  whoorish  drunken  lowns,  that  she  stand  at  the 
tron  on  a  Settirday,  or  any  mercat  day  betwixt  10  and  12 
hors  before  noone  wth  a  paper  on  hir  browe  shawing  hir  no- 
torious scandall,  to  the  example  of  utheris  (referring  the 
executn  to  the  magistrates, — And  yreftir  y*  she  shall  make 
hir  publick  repentance  on  the  sabbath  before  noon  in  face  of 
the  haill  congregatn  before  the  pulpett." 

2d  May  ; — That  day, — the  session  considering  the  great 
necessitie  that  many  in  the  Land  wart  bothe  gentleman  heriot- 
ers,  fewers,  and  utheris  yr  hes  of  seats  in  the  Kirk ;  Thair- 
fore,  they  have  tho*  fitt  with  one  consent  that  a  loft  be  buildit 
in  the  northeist  syde  of  the  Kirk, — and  that  upon  the  sessions 

house  "  there  was  a  public  school,  and  in  the  constabulary  houses  resided 
" a  tinkler,  a  vrright,  and  a  tailor." 
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expence  to  be  peyit  out  of  the  box  till  those  who  intend  to 
have  rowmes  and  seats  thairin  shall  desire  licence  and  libertie 
yrof  fra  the  session  w*  yr  act  yrupon,  ffor  thair  peyment  to 
the  session  for  thair  said  libertie  and  rowmes,  *  *  ffor 
the  building  of  the  said  loft  and  furniture  of  timber  both 
wanscott  and  firr,  and  all  uther  necessar  materials  yrto, — The 
Session  offerit  500  mks  to  the  wrytts  of  the  town,  (qlk  they 
refusing  to  doe  except  they  got  a  greater  sume),  Robert 
Sharpe  in  Pittencreef  undertook  ye  said  wark,  as  also  to  fur- 
nish all  necessar  timber  and  materials  yrto  (except  the  hame- 
leading  of  the  timber)  for  the  said  sowm,  and  to  want  nothing 
thairof  till  the  wark  be  finished  and  tho*  worthie  thairof, 
utherwayes  if  it  be  not  sufncientlie  done  he  wald  chairge 
nothing  for  the  same;  whereupon  the  session  gave  him 
presenthe  a  doller  of  airls.14 

Disbursements, — -Item  for  2  ells  of  grein  clothe  to 

cover  the  pulpett  with  some  silk  waterings  vijlibxs, — Item 
ior  fyve  ounce  and  ane  half  of  grein  silk  to  be  sash  at 
30s.  for  the  ounce  viijlibvs : — Item  for  taketts  yrto 
Item  for  weaving  of  the  sash  done  be  marg*  Dalgleishe 
Lvs: — Item  for  ro1  baxter  tailyear  for  shapeing  and  putting 
on  of  the  sd  clothe  and  uthir  warkmen  thise  yrupon,  lvs.15 

11  July;  That  day, — -Marg*  Joustone  being,  fund,  guiltie 
of  Drunkness,  scolding  and  slandering  of  hir  ny^ors  (she 
being  oftymes  and  ordinarlie  so  found)  was  ordaint  to  be  put 
in  the  theeves  hole  till  Wednesday  next  qlk  is  the  mercat 
Day  and  yr  to  be  bro*  forthe  at  10ho  in  the  day  to  stand 
at  the  tron  twa  hours  yrafftr  with  a  paper  on  hir  browe,  shaw- 
ing  hir  notorious  faults,  &c. 

10  Aug. — Disbursements; — Item,  to  Isabell  Brown  the  pa- 
pers wyff  6s. : — Item,  to  Elspet  niven,  to  help  to  buy  hir  a 
cott  3  lib  8s.16 

14  This  appears  to  have  been  the  upper  gallery  in  the  north-east  angle 
of  the  auld  Kirk,  immediately  above  Secretary  Pitcairn's  tomb. 

15  From  this  account  we  have  the  costs  of  covering  the  pulpit  with 
green  cloth  in  1647;  whether  it  had  ever  been  covered  before  this  date 
is  now  not  known. 

16  In  the  "good  old  tymes  "  Dunfermline  had  a  "  public  pyper"  who 
played  on  his  bagpipes  "early  in  the  mornings  and  late  in  evenings.'' 
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21st  Sept.  Disbursements; — Item,  to  ane  old  man  with 
a  blew  gown — 6s : — 17  Item,  given  to  help  to  buy  a  cott 
to  ane  JonetDowgall  a  poore  idotat  Mylnburn  55s. : — Item, 
given  to  buy  a  book  to  Jo11  anderson  a  poor  scholler  13s.  4d.  : 
— Item,  given  to  pay  for  a  new  testament  and  a  psalme  book, 
to  one  of  Jo11  peirsons  bairnes  in  the  nethertoun  29s. : — Item, 
peyit  f'twa  quart1*  learning  of  Ket  wardlaws  bairnes  20s. : — 
Item,  peyit  for  a  dead  Kist  to  umqle  ro*  Lawsone  a  poore  man 
4  lib : — Item,  peyit  for  anogr  dead  kist  to  umqle  Kety  Clerk 
in  the  Colyeraw  4  lib  &c. 

1648. 

4  Jan. ; — The  Session, — Ordains  to  warn  Thomas  Hutton 
and  Jo11  Clerk  in  wester  Lusar  fr  not  putting  thair  bairns  to 
the  schoole. 

5  March; — That  day  it  is  ordaint  y*  margtt  nicolsone  spouse 
to  Alexr  Dempster  the  fidler,  shall  stand,  and  the  branks  on 
hir  mouth,  the  nixt  friday,  being  the  mercat  day,  twa  hors 
before  noone,  for  hir  comon  scolding  and  drunkeness,  and 
y1  to  the  public  example  of  utheris,  &c.18 

That  day,  it  is  reported  be  Jon  bennet,  baillie,  and 

ro*  stevenson  Convener,  that  they  had  spoken  to  James 
Simerall,  mason  anent  the  new  entrie  and  dore  to  be  stricken 
out  in  the  northeist  side  of  the  kirk  under  the  new  laft,  and 
foreanent  the  Smythes  seat. 

2  6  March ; — That  day,  it  is  tho*  fitt  that  public  admon- 
ishing be  given  out  of  pulpitt  to  those  y*  offers  and  takes 
Snising  in  the  kirk  in  tyme  of  preaching  or  yrayerP 

17  In  these  alms  disbursements  we  find  a  Blue  gown — such  were 
privileged  persons  anciently  holding  direct  from  the  king.  The  Dun- 
fermline Blue  gowns  had  on  the  left  breast  of  their  blue  coat  or  gown 
a  large  leaden  medal,  having  on  it,  "  Dunfermline  Parish,  1646."  The 
last  Dunf.  Blue  gown  was  James  Hutcheson  (alias  "Curdugon  " );  on  the 
large  medal  fixed  on  his  blue  coat  were  "Dunfermline  Parish,  1792, 
and  No.  13.  He  died  about  1820.  We  also  find  in  this  disbursement 
list  that  a  testament  and  a  psalm-book  in  1647  cost  29  p.,  and  that 
Ketty  Clark's  coffin  cost  4  lib  scotts,"  &c. 

18  Alexander  Dempster,  the  fidler,  was  "  a  character  in  his  way,"  and 
was  in  great  request  at  "penny  weddings." 

19  This  shows  that  snuffing,  and  exchanging  of  snuff-boxes  in  the 
kirk  during  service,  had  become  a  nuisance  in  1648. 
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2d  April; — That  day, — anent  Mr  Samuel  Henrieson  who 
is  to  be  enterit  Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole,  it  is  tho*  fitt 
that  ane  assay  be  taken  of  his  qualificationes  and  fitness  for 
that  office  for  a  quarter  of  a  yeir  to  come  and  y*  so  mutch 
mentanance  be  promisit  to  him  y*  space  till  a  way  be  fund 
out,  and  advysit  on  for  the  setling  of  a  competant  pension 
to  a  Doctor,  and  if  he  remain  not,  y*  so  mutch  be  peyit  to 
him  for  the  space  y*  he  bydes. 

16  th  April;  That  day,  James  Simrell  mason  gave  in  his 
compt  of  mason  wark  wro*  be  him  and  utheris  whom  he  em- 
ployit  in  stricking  out  and  making  of  ye  new  northeist  entrie 
and  dore  to  the  Kirk  and  f  twa  lintels  yrto,  and  leading  of 
them,  and  f r  bearing  of  lyme  and  sand  out  of  the  dbbay  Closse, 
and  bearing  of  stanes  out  of  the  Kirk,  the  compt  extending  in 
all  to  55  lb  18s. 

31  May  ; — Item,  given  (by  the  session)  to  a  poore  irish 
distressed  gentlewoman  callit  margti;  leslie  lying  in  childbirthe 
Lviijs : — Item,  to  ane  callit  alex1  ross,  with  a  criple  woman 
on  his  back  VIs : — Item,  peyit  to  Jo11  mcmirry  for  twa  sand 
glasses  to  the  Kirk;  viz.  ane  hour  glasse  and  ane  half  hour 
xxiiij8: — Item,  to  him  fr  carrying  of  ym  from  Edinburghe 
vis : — Item,  peyit  to  Jo11  potter  for  making  the  twa  partish11 
wals  with  the  doore  on  the  north  and  south  entries  to  the 
comunion  yle,  he  furnishing  timber  and  nails  yr  to  xxx  libs  : 
— Item,  to  him  for  ane  new  doore  on  the  northeist  side  of 
the  Kirk,  he  also  furnishing  timber  and  nailes  yr  to  xinb : — 
Item,  to  Him  for  an  scaffold  to  the  masons  xiijs  ivd:  — 
Item,  to  him  for  making  ane  hutche,  also  his  owne  timber 
to  hold  the  masons  mortor  xxs : — Item,  to  him  for  mending 
the  Kirk  laft  aboue  the  comunion  yle  xiijs  ivd. 20 

18  June;  That  day  Mariorie  hutton  being  delated  fr  har- 
lotrie  w*  a  souldier  is  referit  to  the  magistrates  to  be  put  in 
the  Lymehous  to  remain  yrin  the  space  of  8  days  or  longer, 

20  Sand-glasses,  running  an  hour  or  half-an-hour,  were  common  in 
all  churches  at  this  period,  and  even  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent century; — they  were  usually  placed  on  the  precentor's  desk,  where 
the  minister  and  congregation  could  see  them.  The  precentor  "  turned 
the  glasses;  "  by  them  the  lengths  of  sermons  were  regulated. 
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during  the  will  of  the  session,  and  to  get  no  uthir  food  bot 
bread  and  wat1".21 

The  which  day  the  servers  at  the  eomunion  table  were 

chosen, — viz.  peter  walker  and  Jon  bennet  to  carie  ye  bread, 
— Wm  Walker,  ro*  stevensone,  James  hutton,  for  the  cups ; 
and  the  sd  Wm  Walker  to  attend  the  collection  at  the  north 
dore  of  the  eomunion  yle,  and  andro  purvis  to  attend  the  south 
dore  yrof. 

1 6  July :  That  day,  David  Lindsay  of  Cavill,  Delated  ane 
Wm  Crichtoun  a  vagrant  beggar,  under  ane  ill  report  as  a 
warlok  who  coming  to  Manse  Huchons  hous  in  Mylnburn 
and  desyring  lodging  of  him,  was  refused  yrof,  in  respect  he 
had  no  more  lodging  nor  rowme  nor  served  himself  and  his 
house-held,  and  scarse  y*;  The  sd  Wm  Crichtoun  anserit  him 
and  said  yt  he  should  not  rew  it  ones,  bot  ever,  and  went  away ; 
— Therefter  ye  sd  Manse  has  contracted  a  heavie  sicknes  with 
a  continuall  sweating :  —  Therefter — the  sd  Wm  Crichtoun 
coming  alonge  ro1  smythes  hous  in  mirriehill  went  in  yrto  and 
pished  in  his  chimney  fire,  the  cause  yrof  not  knowne. 

1 8  July.  Item,  to  Katherine  Kirk  upon  the  5  th  of  July  for 
furnishing  bread  and  drink  to  Mariorie  hutton  the  space  she 
was  in  the  Lymehoas,  at  direction  of  the  minister  Mr  Ro*  Kay, 

XLif. 

6  Aug. : — That  day,  the  said  Wm  Crichtoun  compeired, 
and  being  posed  upon  the  declatn  given  in  against  him  he 
denyit  all,  he  was  remitted  to  the  magistrates  to  be  im- 
prisoned whch  was  done, — and  some  few  days  yraftir  being 
straitlie  posed  and  dealt  with  be  the  ministers  and  watchers — 
he  came  to  a  confession  of  sundrie  thinges,  and  y*  he  hade 
made  a  paction  w*  the  Devill  to  be  his  servand  24  zeirs,  and 
more  since : — His  confessions  are  at  length  set  down  in  pro- 
cess,— Some  few  dayes  yraftr  he  was  brunt.22 

21  "The  Lyme  house:"  what  sort  of  a  house  this  was,  and  where 
situate,  is  now  not  known;  bnt  it  is  evident  that  it  was  a  sort  of  prison 
for  female  delinquents. 

22  Witch  watchers,  &c.,  have  frequently  been  noticed;  see  dates  July 
18th,  1643;  March  16th,  1645,  &c.  "The  watchers,"  and  the  watch- 
ing and  keeping  of  witches,  and  also  warlocks,  before  they  were  ' '  posseel 
and  tried  by  the  session, "  &c.     There  were  both  male  and  female  watch- 
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1  Oct.  The  twa  last  sabbaths  no  Sermon  nor  session  was, 
because  of  the  malignante  troupes  of  Lenrick  and  Monro8 
regimentis  that  came  and  quarter'd  ymselves  in  thir  bounds 
and  plundert  an  abusit  manie. 

22  Oct.  That  day,  compeirit  Jonet  robertson ;  she  wellow- 
ing  in  hir  former  nlthines  and  prophanatie; — it  is  ordainit 
that  she  shall  be  cairtit  and  scour  git  throw  the  toun  and 
marldt  wth  ane  liote  yron  and  so  banished  forth  of  the  paroch : 
— And  it  is  intimat  out  of  the  pulpett,  dischairging  all  in 
the  paroch  to  receive  Jonet  robertson  in  yr  houses  under  ye 
penaltie  of  xlibs,  and  the  highest  censure  of  the  Kirk  for  hir 
manifold  fornictnes  lownries,  and  miscariages,  and  if  she 

returns  is  to  be  handed  to  the  magistrates.23 

1 0  Dec. ;  That  day,  intimation  was  made  of  a  solemne  fast 
to  be  kept  the  nixt  Thursday  and  the  Sabbath  following, 
the  1 4  and  1 7  days  of  this  instant  month,  As  also,  the  Cove- 
nent  was  red  and  intimat  to  be  solemnlie  sworne  to,  and 

ers,  who  sometimes  simply  kept  "  a  'Watchful  eye  on  the  suspected;"  at 
other  times,  Avhen  they  had  made  sure  that  they  had  really  caught 
a  witch,  kept  watch  and  ward  over  them  so  strictly,  that  "they  never 
lost  sight  of  them  day  or  night  until  their  trial. "  To  carry  out  the  system 
of  "perpetual  watching,"  relays  of  watchers  were  hired,  and  paid,  for 
"  their  ardious  dutys;"  a  note  of  such  charges  is  minuted  under  date 
16th  March,  1645,  &c.  In  many  instances  "the  watchers  "  were  charged 
to  keep  their  poor  victims  from  sleeping  until  they  were  tried,  in  order 
that  they,  as  witches,  might  be  prevented  from  having  "  secreet,  sleep- 
ing, and  cunying  converse  with  the  evil  ane!  "  Many  a  helpless  old  wo- 
man sunk  under  this  pressure — -sunk  and  died  from  want  of  sleep;  and 
when  this  happened,  their  cases  are  noticed  in  the  Records  of  the  time 
in  a  cool  off-hand  way,  informing  us  that  such  a  one  "died  miserablie 
inwarde;"  and  that  they  were  then  "  taken  to  the  witche  hiowe  and 
castin  into  ane  hole  without  ane  Tcist  and  yerdit. "  On  the  present  occasion 
William  Crichtoun  is  declared  a  ' '  real  warlock,  and  ordered  to  be 
brunt."  In  accordance  with  this  sentence  he  was  "brunt  alive  at  the 
vntch-knowe,"  Dunfermline;  and  no  doubt  "  Pety  Mayne,"  the  Jiang- 
mane  of  Dunfermlyng,  had  "the  finishing  up  of  this  sentance,  sur- 
rounded by  ane  grate  congcourse  of  on-lookrs." 

23  This  is  one  of  the  cruel  sentences  executed  in  the  "good  old  times;  " 
the  "marking  yron  of  Dunfermling"  was  often  had  in  requisition;  it  con- 
sisted of  an  iron  rod  about  2  feet  long,  having  a  square  lump  of  iron  on 
its  end,  on  which  were  the  letters  DUNRREG  that  is  Dunfermline 
Regality;  this  square  end  was  put  into  the  fire,  and  "  when  it  became 
hot  it  was  '  dadiV  against  the  back  of  the  right  hand,  and  sometimes 
the  brow,  and  so  left  the  letters  on  the  flesh  for  life." 
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sub*4  the  said  Sabbath  being  the  17th  wch  Covenent  is  for 
reformation  and  Defence  of  religion,  the  honour  and  hap- 
pines  of  the  King  and  ye  peace  and  saftie  of  the  thrie  King- 
doms of  Scotland,  England  and  Ireland. 

1 7  Dec. ;  The  Covenant  was  solemnlie  receivit  and  sworne 
to  be  the  minister  Mr  Eo1  Kay  first,  who  jn  preached  and  nixt 
be  the  congregation,  nixt  the  severall  heritors,  the  magistrates, 
the  ministers  and  those  of  the  session  and  of  the  Counsel], 
went  to  the  comunion  yle  before  the  last  blessing  was  said 
and  subtt  the  Covenent  to  the  good  example  of  the  haill  con- 
gregation as  they  were  desyrit,— and  intimation  was  given 
next  to  the  rest  to  come  in  on  Tuesday  next  or  ony  ither 
jday  to  subscribe  the  same. 

1649. 

23  Jan.  That  day,  Mr.  Thomas  "Walker  schoolmaister  and 
Adam  Anderson  apply  to  the  session  for  "  ane  little  furme 
to  be  grantit  to  thair  wyves  to  sit  togidder  on  in  the  Kirk; 
whch  was  granted." 

6  Feb. ;  This  day,  compeirit  Dauid  murray  and  Wm  an- 
derson  saillers  in  Lymekills  fr  ymselves,  and  in  name  of  the 
rest  of  the  saillers  yr  and  gave  xlib  money  scott,  to  ye  session 
to  be  given  to  the  poore  f r  yr  libertie  of  yt  new  loft  buildat 
on  the  south-west  end  of  the  Kirk,  above  the  Landwart  mens 
loft,  qrof  an  act  was  grantit  be  the  session  to  them  which 
is  to  be  fund  in  this  book  the  14th  day  of  May  1648. 

;  This  day,  Mr  James  Phin  gave  in  a  compt  of  tim- 
ber and  uthyr  chairges  furnished  and  sustenit  be  him  in 
the  building  of  Legatesbrig  and  the  brig  at  the  nethyrton  end, 
which  is  delayed  till  a  more  frequent  meeting. 

1 3  Feb. ;  The  session  enaots,  "  that  no  sooner  any  stranger 
that  is  from  any  other  parish  shall  come  to  these  bounds 
to  reside,  that  notice  thereof  be  given  to  the  Session  at  their 
first  meeting  that  they  may  have  his  testimonials,  or  else 
he  be  removed  out  of  these  bounds."  24 

2-1  This  appears  to  have  been  a  hard  passport  sort  of  system.  How 
long  such  an  uncharitable  act  was  in  force  we  have  been  unable  to  dis- 
cover. 
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20  Feb.;  This  day,  Thomas  Mitchell  and  George  turn- 
Lull  being  askit  qht  Diligence  they  had  usit  anent  the  reedi- 
fying  of  Legatesbrig,  ansyrit  they  had  usit  none  as  yet,  and 
Desyrit  a  longer  tyrae,  qrfore  20  days  is  given  to  them  and 
yreftir  are  to  report  yr  diligence.25 

;  Ordains  to  warn  elspit  walker  in  gokhall  and  helen 

Cunnyhame  thair  for  Dichting  lint  on  the  last  fasting  day — 
(they  appeared  and  were  admonished  on  March  4th). 

1 1  March  ;  That  day  Jon  Wrytt  and  ro*  sharp  wryt1;,  who 
were  appoynted  the  last  (albeit  not  set  down  yron)  to  con- 
sider upon  the  chairges  made  be  mr  James  phin  in  the 
building  of  Legatisbrigge,  and  the  brig  at  ye  nethirtoun  end, 
because  those  who  were  appoynted  to  doe  the  same  first,  usit 
no  diligence  yrin; — they  reported  y*  they  were  advisit  yrin, 
and  did  set  the  same  to  50  merks, — the  Session  is  to  take 
course  fr  the  pey*  of  ye  same. 

20  March; — That  day  Tobias  Muredok  being  desyrit  to 
be  present  this  day  to  declare  if  he  would  tak  in  hand  to 
Dry  the  Kirkyaird,  it  being  reported  y*  he  was  skilfull  fr 
y*  effect,  and  willing  to  doe  it. — The  said  Tobias  being  askit 
herein  Declairit  y*  he  wald  undertak  to  dry  the  Kirkyaird 
provyding  the  Session  get  quarrew  leave  to  him,  and  that 
money  were  first  collectit  to  pey  his  chairges  and  expences, — 
whrn  the  session  promisit  to  use  their  Diligence  for  a  voluntar 
contributn  to  be  collectit  throw  the  paroch  so  soon  as  they 
can,  after  the  comunion,  and  also  for  quarrew  leave,  he  con- 
curring with  them. 

1 0  April : — Disbursements ; — Item,  pey  it  to  Alexr  chalmers 
for  clothes  and  shoes  to  Jo11  andersons  boy  5  lib.  4s. : — Item, 
for  2  quart1"8  learning  of  marion  glasse,  2  bairns  40s. : — Item, 
peyit  andro  thompson  for  the  washing  of  the  comunion  clothes, 
and  dressing  and  mending  of  the  boords  &c.  3  lib.  6s.  8d. 
Ditto,  to  him  for  making  some  poore  folks  graves,  18s. : — 
Item,  to  the  Kirk  and  toun  officers  to  buy  yr  shooes  5  lib. : — 

25  The  Legates-Brig,  vulgarly  called  the  "  Legars-brig,"  is  situate 
about  a  mile  due  south  of  the  Abbey.  A  bridge  has  occupied  the  site 
from  a  very  remote  period;  it  is  mentioned  more  than  once  in  the  Regis- 
ter of  Dunfermline  Abbey  before  the  year  1560. 
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Item,  to  henrie  Meldrnm  the  under  beddel  30s.: — Item, 
peyit  to  Mr  Samuel  henriesone  Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole 
his  fie  for  ane  half  yeir  bygane,  viz.  fra  martymas  1648  to 
witsunday  1G49  16  lib.  13s.  4d. 

29  April;  That  day,  ane  Johne  Murdoche  being  delated 
by  a  warlok  in  Dalgatie  f  a  warlocke,  And  being  apprehended 
and  incarcerat,  it  is  furder  recomendit  be  the  Session  to  the 
magistrates  to  put  a  watch  on  him. 

20  May ;  That  day,  intimation  was  made  of  a  day  of 
thanksgiving  to  be  kipt  on  fryday  nixt  for  the  Delyverance 
and  victorie  over  the  enimies  in  the  north. 

-;  same  day,  report  made  to  the  Session  be  the  ma- 
gistrates that  christiane  Smythe  was  apprehendit,  incarcerat 
and  watchit. 

;  same  day; — The  Collectors  with  one  of  the  min- 
isters or  baillies  are  appoynted  to  goe  throw  the  toun  and 
the  feilds,  and  observe  and  note  those  who  are  sitting,  walking 
and  vaiging  out  of  thair  house  before  and  eftir  sermons  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  to  report  yr  diligence  everie  session  day. 

29  May  ;  That  day,  testimonial  being  producit  from  In- 
vrkeithing  that  Isabell  peacok  and  bessie  wilson  in  Mrtoun 
were  delated  for  witches  be  the  witches  yr, — It  is  tho*  fitt 
that  a  warrand  be  gottin  fra  the  land  baillie  for  apprehending 
and  incarcerating  them,  and  y1  a  sufficient  watche  be  set  upon 
them  from  the  land  wart. 

17  June;  This  day,  Comperit  Wm  Wilson  in  the  netyrtoun 
for  having  vagabond  strangers  and  beggars  in  his  hous  on 
the  Sabbath  in  tyme  of  preaching,  he  is  sharpelie  rebuked 
yrf*"  and  premonished  of  his  danger  if  he  continues. 

1 6  Sept. ;  This  day,  comperit  Isobell  phillan  before  the 
session,  being  sumont  to  this  day,  for  hir  scandalous  going 
with  troupers, — And  being  sharplie  rebuked  yr  frae,  it  is 
especaly  enactit  that  if  she  shall  be  fund  so  again,  she  shall 
satisfie  as  a  fornicatrix,  and  it  is  referit  to  the  magistrates  to 
cause  put  on  the  branks  on  Mr,  and  utherways  to  punish 
her  &c. 

1 8  Sept.  Disbursements ; — Item,  peyit  to  Tsabell  Lyndsay 
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in  westir  gellet  who  was  robbed  of  hir  haill  means  5  6s. : — 
Item,  to  Samuel  Cisholm  Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole,  his 
lie  for  ane  half  yeir — viz.,  betwixt  Whitsunday  and  Marty- 
mas  1649  16  lib.  13s.  4d. : — Item,  peyit  to  ro*  sharpe  f  lyme 
to  Legitisbrig  7  lib.  12s. : — Item,  peyit  Pet  Mayne  the  hang- 
man 3  lib.  12s. 

23  Sept.;  That  day,  comperit  Jo11  Pirhie  in  Crocegaitt 
being  delatit  for  resetting  Egyptians  and  sturdie  beggars,  wha 
wes  sharplie  rebukit  for  his  offence  herein. 

14  Oct.;  This  day,  It  is  ordaint  that  patrick  mayne  the 
hangman  withold  the  beggars  from  entering  into  the  Kirk- 
yaird  and  that  they  be  not  sufferit  to  stand  at  the  collectn  to 
hinder  the  alms  fra  ym.26 

1650, 

29  Jan.;  That  day,  comperit  bessie  couper  in  grange, — 
bessie  sands,  in  Lymekills, — Wm  Malcolme  in  Mylnburn, 
for  superstitious  absteining  fra  wark  on  yule-day — wha  ac- 
knowledge yr  fault  and  were  admonished,  for  thair  first  fault 
heirin  and  premonished  of  yr  danger  if  they  be  fund  so  againe. 

10  March; — The  session  Ordaines  Andro  Thomeson  bel- 
man  to  attend  the  west  doore  of  the  Kirk  in  tyme  of  Devine 
service,  y*  nane  get  furth  before  the  last  blessing  w*yat  license 
given  be  the  collector  and  visitors  and  a  sufficant  excuse 
notifyied  by  ym — And  also,  ordains  y*  the  eist  doore  of  the 
Kirk  be  lockit  all  the  tyme  of  devine  service,  at  least  fra  the 
tyme  the  collectir  of  the  dimes  comes  in?1 

9  April ; — Disbursements; — Item,  to  Margt  reid  24s.  to 
daft  myllar  in  the  nethirtoun  to  buy  a  cott  to  hir,  3  lib. : — Item, 
peyit  for  a  chapter  booke  to  ro*  shortus  daugtr  18s. ; — Item, 

26  Dunfermline,  in  these  days  of  "Pit-Gallows  and  burning,"  kept 
a  hangman  in  pay;  and  from  this  entry  we  find  the  name  of  this  func- 
tionary, in  1649,  was  Patrick  Mayne,  and  no  doubt  "Patrick  "  had  his 
full  share  in  all  the  hanging  matches  of  his  day,  as  also  in  marking 
victims  with  the  " marking '-iron of Bun/.,"  and  in  ducking,  scourging, 
and  burning  of  warlocks  and  witches,  and  therefore  must  have  been  a 
"man  of  mark." 

27  A  very  wise  precaution  this;  and  no  doubt  it  was  much  needed  in 
those  "  shifting  and  shuffling  tymes." 
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to  pet  mayne  the  hangman  40s.  :  —  Item,  peyit  to  Jo11 
mcmutrie  for  a  new  hour  glasse,  and  for  carrying  two  missive 
lettrs  16s.: — Item,  peyit  to  12  distressed  frenchmen  robbed 
at  sea  4  lib. 

14  April;  Whilk  day  Mr  Robert  Anderson  precentor  and 
andro  thomson  belman,  supplicat  and  desyrit  that  the  casualties 
of  baptisme  and  marriage  my1  be  augmented  to  them  in  regard 
not  onlie  of  the  meane  and  small  benifeet  they  got  thairof 
for  the  present,  viz.  4s.  for  the  baptisms  and  vis  8d  for 
the  manages  (all  uthir  of  thair  qualitie  in  uther  Kirkes  getting 
mutch  more — shortly  after,  these  fees  were  augmented — 

;  The  Session  in  consideration  of  Mr  Edward  Cis- 

holme  presnt  Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole  his  burden  of  his 
familie,  having  4  or  5  young  childerne,  and  of  this  deare 
yeare — grants  to  give  him  4  dollers  termlie  during  the  ses- 
sions pleasure,  and  that  by  and  attour  which  he  had  before. 

21  April; — This  day,  comperit  patrick  wry*  for  casting 
and  turning  his  malt  on  the  Sabbath  in  tyme  of  preaching, 
being  so  fund  be  the  visitors  and  fr  his  ordinarie  absence  fra 
the  Kirk  on  the  sabbath  eftirnoone,  wha  being  convictit  yrof, 
as  also  of  swearing  before  the  session  be  his  faith,  and  be  his 
soule,  aftir  sharpe  rebuke  given  to  him  was  admonished,  and 
ordainit  to  pey  20s.  qlk  he  did,  and  was  further  admonished 
for  the  future. 

7  May ;  This  day,  comperit  marion  Cunnynghame  who 
the  last  day  (viz.,  the  last  of  April  1650)  gave  in  a  complaint 
against  Jonet  huton  for  calling  her  witche,  and  banisht  theef, 
whitch  complaint  was  not  acceptit,  nor  heard,  because  she 
did  not  consigne  her  money  for  proving  of  the  same, — Bot  the 
sd  Jonet  huton  apearand  the  sd  day  and  hearing  the  caus 
for  wth,  she  was  cited,  Denyit  y*  she  callit  her  a  witche,  bot 
affirmit  y*  the  sd  marion  said  over  a  prayer  ilk  ny^  quhen 
she  went  to  hir  bed,  whitch  was  not  lawf1, — for  the  whitch 
she  was  angrie  and  reproved  hir,  they  being  dwelling  in  one 
hous : — "Whitch  prayer  the  sd  Jonet  being  desyrit  to  repeat 
it,  affirmed  y1  she  hade  bot  a  parte  yrof,  which  she  said  over 
as  follows : — viz — out  throw  toothe  and  out  throw  tongue  out 
throw  liver  and  out  throw  tongue,  and  out  throw  halie  ham* 

c 
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pan, — I  drank  of  this  blood  instead  of  wyne,  thou  shalt  have 
mutifih  all  thy  dayes  syne,  the  bitter  and  the  baneshaw 
and  manie  euil  yt  no  man  knowes: — Upon  the  whiten  the 
sd  marion  being  askit,  denyit  the  same  altogidder, — Bot  it 
was  affirmed  be  the  sd  Jonet,  as  also  be  Jo11  Colyeare  tai]yeor 
that  some  of  hir  ny^hoors  who  hes  oftymes  heard  the  sd  ma- 
rion say  ouer  the  same  can  testifie  yrof  as  well  as  she, — 
Therefore  it  was  referrit  to  the  sd  Jo11  or  anie  uythers  of  the 
session  to  try  the  same  and  to  get  a  copie  yroff  fra  them 
against  this  day ;  At  whitch  tyme  the  sd  marion  was  ordaint 
to  be  present  also : — - — This  day  (viz.  7  of  May  1650)  Dauid 
Lindsay  of  Cavill  gave  in  a  copie  of  ye  sd  marion  Cunnyng- 
hames  prayer,  repeated  and  said  ouer  to  him  be  herself,  as 
follows ; — The  day  is  fry  day  I  shall  fast  quhill  I  may.  — To 
heare  the  knell  of  christ  his  bell,  the  lord  god  on  his  chappell 
stood,  and  his  1 2  apostles  good.  In  came  Drightine  dear  lord 
of  Almiglitine  ;  say  man  or  Ladie  siveet  st  marie,  qt  is  yon  Fire 
so  light  so  bright,  so  far  furth  fra  me,  It  is  my  dear  sone 
Jesus,  he  is  naild  to  the  tre,  he  is  naild  weill^  fore  he  is  naild 
throw  wynegare,  throw  toothe  and  throw  tongue,  throw  hailie 
ham  pan: — Upon  the  whitch  the  sd  marion  being  posed,  con- 
fest  and  also  repeated  the  same  before  the  Session ;  the  qlk  day 
Jo11  Colyeare  gave  in  ane  uthir  copie,  whitch  agreeing  word  by 
word  with  that  whitch  was  repeated  by  Jonet  huton,  and 
whitch  then  the  sd  marion  denyit  altogedder, — Now,  she  being- 
posed  yrupon  she  confest  this  following : — viz.  -.—out  throw 
toothe  and  out  throw  tongue,  out  throw  liver  and  out  throiv 
longue,  and  out  throiv  halie  ham  pan : — but  denyit  be  the 
death  she  mustgoe  to  thir  words  following; — /  drank  of  this 
blood  instead  of  wyne,  thou  shall  have  mutifire  all  thy  days 
syne.  The  bitter  and  the  baneshaw  and  manie  evil  yt  no  man 
knawes: — Bot  margt1;  moreis  and  Isobel  Mylne  being  cited 
to  this  day  as  witneses  herein ; — Being  sworne  and  severaly 
examinat  deponit  y*  they  heard  the  sd  marion  say  ouer  the 
same  words : — And  yraftir  they  being  confronted  w*  hir  did 
affirme  the  same  in  hir  face : — And  the  sd  marion  still  denying 
the  same,  is  proven  a  prjured  Iyer,  the  session  think  fitt  to  have 
the  presbytries  advyse  herein : — And  she  is  ordaind  to  com- 
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peir  againe  this  day   1 4  days : The  presbyterie  referred 

her  back  to  the  session  for  further  trial  and  in  the  meantime 
she  is  suspended  from  the  comunion  of  the  Kirk.28 

:  Andro  Smyth  northfod,  applied  for  a  seat  in  the 

Kirk,  possest  be  Katherine  Dowglass  his  wyf,  situate  in  the 
north  side  of  the  Kirk — betwixt  the  laird  of  pitfirranes  seat 
on  the  south — the  eistend  of  the  Mr  of  Warks  tomb  on  the 
north,  &c 

28  May ;  This  day,  it  is  ordaint  that  yr  be  new  tokens 
made  with  a  new  stamp — viz.,  having  the  presente  yeir  of 
god  1650  on  the  one  side  and  DF;  on  the  other  side. 

25th  June:  Disbursements: — Item,  peyit  for  ane  stane 
and  ellevin  pund  weight  of  lead  to  be  tokens  at  3s.  the  pund 
3  lib.  12s. : — Item,  allowit  to  Thomas  couper  for  making  the 
calmes  and  casting  of  the  tokens,  and  by  gane  yeirs,  and  rent 
a  wand  be  him  to  the  poore;  : — Item,  to  andro  Thom- 

son for  healin  ane  old  mans  head  18s., — and  for  drink  to 
Thomas  couper  and  him  at  the  casting  of  the  tokens  8s. : — 
Item,  peyit  the  bygane  quartr  for  the  poore  schollers  and 
books  to  them.29 

22  July;  Charles  erle  of  Dunfermline  testified  his  re- 
pentance for  his  attestation  to  the  unlawful  engadgement  in 
England  and  was  recevit  heir  be  Mr  Jon  Duncan  at  Cul- 
ros. 

23d  July — This  day  the  Session  being  publiclie  desyrit 
to  convein  efter  the  blessing,  no  meeting  was,  Everie  one 
being  so  taken  up  with  the  present  troubles  of  warr  and  put- 
ting out  of  soldiers  to  or  Armie  against  Cromwell,  and  pre- 
paring for  the  King's  coming  to  the  Town. 

27  Aug.;  "It  is  tho*  fitt  that  the  ministers  and  magis- 
trates meet  everie  sabbath  in  the  Kirkyaird  aftir  the  after- 
noons sermon,  to  goe  throw  the  towne  for  remarking  and  sup- 
pressing the  enormities  on  the  streets  on  the  Sabbath  after 
the  afternoons  sermon, — Manie  strangers  being  in  the  towne, 

28  Marion  Cunnynghame  appears  to  have  been  a  poor  half-witted 
person,  with  "popish  leanings,"  which  would  be  nothing  in  her 
favour.  Had  she  been  living  in  the  present  day  she  would  have  been 
kindly  treated,  and  sent  to  some  lunatic  asylum. 
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wha  fled  from  the  south  parts  for  fear  of  Cromwell  And 
walking  up  and  downe  idlie  and  not  regairding  the  Lords 
day" 

8  Oct. ;  No  session  was,  because  those  of  the  paroche  hav- 
ing receivit  warning  the  Sabbath  before  were  purposed  to  goe 
to  the  randevouz  at  Burntiland, — Cromwells  shippes  being 
intendit  to  land  yr. 

3 1  Dec. ;  This  day, — "  Comperit  ro*  Cunynghame,  a  boy, 
servand  to  James  Mudie  maltman,  and  was  sharplie  rebuked 
for  playing  in  his  mal*  barne  in  tyme  of  preaching. 

:  That  day  "  peyit  to  Mr  Dauid  Mven  doctor  of  the 

gramar  schoole,  who  entert  at  martinmas  last  xillb. 

1651. 

25  Feb. ;  Charles  Monteith  of  Kandieford  seat,  is  described 
as  being  "  situate  upon  the  pillar  nixt  the  pulpet,  on  the  ivest 
side  yrof,  nixt  to  the  desk  belonging  to  the  Laird  of  Pitten- 
crieff. 

11  March;  Whilk  day  compeirit  Isobel  phillan,  and  the 
act  of  parliam*  made  in  ano  1567  being  producit  and  redd 
before  her,  and  she  being  removit, — It  was  tho*  fitt  y1  she 
should  mak  satisfaction ; — as  fr  the  second  fault  of  forni- 
catn  conteinit  in  the  sd  act, — That  she  is  to  be  imprisoned 
1 6  dayes,  hir  food  to  be  bread  and  watr  allanarlie  and  in 
the  end  to  be  presented  to  the  mercat  place  and  her  head 
sheaven,  thair  to  stand  betwixt  10  and  12  hors  before  noone 
wch  ordinance  being  declaired  to  hir  be  the  moderator,  was 
referred  to  the  magistrates  to  be  put  into  execution; — (she 
was  imprisiond  16  days,  but  was  not  taken  to  the  mercat 
place. 

27  April:  This  day  the  Erie  of  Callendar  was  received, 
testifying  his  repentance  for  his  accession  to  the  unlawfull  en- 
gadgement  against  England,  and  thairaftir  subscrib*  the  De- 
claration and  Covenant. 

29  "We  have  seen  some  very  old  leaden  communion-tokens — perhaps 
they  belonged  to  this  period;  if  so,  "Thomas  Couper"  had  very 
neatly  engraven  on  two  surfaces  of  calm  the  D  F  and  1650.  The  11 
lbs.  of  lead,  we  have  been  told,  would  make  somewhere  about  700  tokens. 
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3  June; — This  day,  as  also  utlier  dayes  before,  compeirit 
Katherine  bowie  f or  her  scandalous  cariage  in  conversing  with 
troupers,  espicially  twa,  ane  callit  adanie  jamieson  in  Dun- 
femnlines  regiment,  and  ane  uthyr  callit  Jo11  young  in  gen- 
eral major  Massies  regiment — &c.se 

This  day  Myse  bonar,  spous  to  wm  bowie  webster, 

being  found  guiltie  by  the  probation  of  witnessis,  of  cursed  and 
slanderous  speetches  in  saying,  god  or  fire,  and  ridd  loivs  come 
upon  the  haitt  town  as  it  did  before  and  god  nor  cromwell  come 
and  talc  all  the  toicne  upon  his  bak,  if  she  were  out  of  it; — There- 
fore according  to  the  act  of  session  made  the  7  of  May  1626, 
against  those  y*  caste  up  the  burning  of  the  toun,  in  a  cursed 
and  blasphemous  way,  she  is  ordaint  to  pey  3  lib.  money, 
and  to  stand  at  the  Croce  or  iron,  on  ane  publick  mercat 
day,  vr**1  ane  paper  on  hir  head,  signifying  her  cursing  and 
blasphemies,  betwixt  11  and  12  before  noon  and  yraftir, 
ask  gods  forgiviness  on  hir  knees : — And  on  the  Sabbath  im- 
mediatelie  following,  shall  also  aftir  sermon  before  noon  stand 
in  the  face  of  the  congregation  before  the  pulpett  confess 
hir  cursing  and  blasphemies,  and  ask  god  forgiviness  and 
Declare  her  repentance  yrfore  and  promise  neuer  to  doe  the 
like  againe. 

15  July : — No  preaching  nor  Session — the  minister  being 
at  the  generall  assemblie  h olden  at  S*.  androis. 

17  July: — 17  July  1651,  being  a  thursday,  cromwells 
armie  landit  heir> — Who  on  the  sabbath  yreftir  being  the  20 
day  of  the  sd  month,  battell  being  beside  pitreavie,  killed 
a11  cutt  manie  of  or  men,  robbed  a11  plundent  all,  Everie  man 
that  was  able  fledd  for  a  tyme ;  so  y*  yr  could  be  no  meeting 
for  Discipline  this  space. 

12  Aug.: — The  boord  a11  seatts  of  the  session  hous,  and 
the  Kirk  boxe  being  all  broken,  and  the  haill  money  in  the 
said  box  being  all  plunderit  and  taken  away  be  Cromwells 
men. — It  is  tho*  fitt  y*  the  session  hous  be  repaird  and  the 
boxe  mendit : — And  thairfore  Thomas  Elder  a11  Jo11  Duncan- 


30  One  of  the  many  regiments  raised  in  haste  at  this  period  to  oppose 
Cromwell  was  called  the  "  Dunfermlyng  Regimente." 
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son  are  desyrd  to  speak  Thomas  home  wry*  to  doe  the  same, 
as  also  to  mak  a  new  boxe  to  gather  the  offering.31 

19  Aug.:  The  session  hous  being  repaird,  and  the  boxe 
mendit,  and  no  money  to  pay  the  wryu ,  his  paymente  is  de- 
layed till  it  be  gottin. 

1652. 

15  June;  This  day,  compeirit  Jon  Smythe  in  Pittencrieff, 
who  being  found  guiltie  of  excessive  drinking  and  ordinare 
tipling,  and  being  dealt  with  to  bring  him  to  a  sense  of  his 
sin  and  guiltieness,  humblie  acknowledgit  the  same, — And 
aftir  being  sharplie  rebukd  he  was  admonishd  fr  this  tyme 
and  forewarnt  that  if  he  shall  be  found  so  againe  he  shall  in- 
cure  the  severest  censure  of  the  Kirk. 

22  June;  No  session  (this  day)  was,  because  of  the  fair  in 
the  toune. 

3  Aug.;  No  session  because  of  Lambes  fair  at  Inver- 
keithng.32 

1 2  Sept. ;  Jo11  Walwood  and  Johne  Walker  for  thair  ex- 
cessive drinking,  and  Elspet  chatto  for  hir  drinkne,  swearing, 
speaking  evil  of  the  dead,  and  of  the  ministers  of  the  Gospell 
were  publicklie  callit  out  of  pulpett,  intimat  and  declaird 
unworthie  of  any  benefit  of  the  Kirk,  and  were  suspendit 
and  Debarred  yrfra  untill  they  give  evidence  of  repentance 
and  amendement  qlk  if  they  doe  not,  they  are  to  be  procest 
to  excomunictn. 

1 4  Sept. ;  There  was  no  session  nor  meeting  this  day  be- 
cause of  the  Mercat  and  faire  in  the  towne. 

5  Oct. ;  Disbursement :  Item,  8  lib.  was  given  to  Jo11  Kay 
Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole  in  parte  of  pay*  to  him  of  his 
fie  for  a  quar  bygane — viz.  June,  July  and  August  last. 

31  The  greater  part  of  these  two  memorandums — 17th  July  and  12th 
August — were  first  printed  by  the  late  Rev.  John  Fernie,  in  his  "His- 
tory of  the  Town  and  Parish  of  Dunfermline,"  published  in  1815,  and 
has  been  quoted  in  subsequent  histories. — {Vide  Fernie's  Hist.  Dunf., 
pp.  110,  111.) 

32  This  appears  to  be  a  singular  excuse  for  the  Kirk-Session  not  meet- 
ing; it  is  probable  that  many  of  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Kirk 
were  disposing  of  their  merchandise  at  Inverkeithing  fair. 
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;  This  day  the  elders  and  deacons  being  enquired 

of  the  visitation  of  yr  quart1*,  and  what  scandalous  persons 
an  delinquents  they  knew ;  did  report  yr  diligence. — Note,  an 
entry  similar  to  this  runs  almost  weekly  through  the  Session 
Records. 

9  Not-. ;  This  day, — the  session  referris  to  the  magistrates 
to  punish  Helen  buist,  and  to  expose  her  to  some  publick 
shame  for  hir  scandalous  carriage  with  an  Inglis  soldiere, 
whose  wyfe  lives,  and  was  scourgit  publicldle  at  the  Croce,  by 
the  Inglishes  for  her  fault, — The  Session  thinks  fitt  y*  the 
ecclesiastick  censure  of  her  be  advised  with  the  presbyterie— 
(Shortly  afterwards  a  minute  entry,  reports  that  "  the  magis- 
trates had  set  hir  on  the tron"  &c.) 

1 8  Nov. ;  That  day  compeirit  marg*  ro^on  spouse  to  Wm 
Scotland,  being  summoned  to  this  day  for  cursing  and  swear- 
ing,— wha  being  dealt  with  and  bro*  to  the  sense  of  hir  sin 
and  guiltiness  was  sharplie  admonished,  and  she  is  hereby 
enactit  with  hir  awn  esent  y1  if  ever  she  shall  be  found 
guiltie  of  the  like  againe  she  shall  stand  at  the  iron,  ivith  the 
branks  on  hir  mouth. 

14  Dec.;  This  day,  a  ticket  was  producet  sub*  be  waiter 
Dalgleish,  clerk  to  the  presbyterie  eertifyng  his  receipt  of 
160  lib.  collectit  in  this  paroche  for  the  supplie  of  Glasgow 
whitch  was  brunt. 

1653. 

29  March;  That  day,  compeirit  Wm  Henderson  brother 
to  the  laird  of  fordell  being  sumoned  to  this  day  for  his  scan- 
dalous and  lowse  conversation,  wha  being  dealt  w*  and  bro1 
to  the  sense  of  his  faults  humblie  acknowledgit  ye  same  and 
promised  to  mend, — He  is  gravely  admonished  for  this  tyme 
and  forewarnt  y*  if  he  shall  be  fund  so  againe  he  will  under 
ly  the  stricteste  censure  of  the  Kirk. 

Same  day,  compeirit  marg1  markman  (being  sumond 

to  this  day)  for  abusing  david  Waterstonn  her  husband  w* 
most  cursed,  cruel  and  malicious  speeches,  and  she  being 
found  guiltie  yrof,  and  the  session  knowing  yt  she  oftymes 
has  fallen  in  sutch  wicked  contentions  before  against   her 
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sd  husband — referrs  hir  to  the  magistrates  to  be  imprisiond 
in  the  laighest  prison-hoUs?3  and  yraftir  to  be  set  on  the 
tron  on  a  mercat  day  to  the  example  of  uthers,  with  a  paper 
on  her  browe  shewing  her  notorious  scandall,  and  her  re- 
maining in  prison  and  standing  on  the  tron  to  be  such  a 
space  as  the  magistrates  and  session  shall  modifie. 

10  May:  Tobias  Murdok,  reported  (to  the  session),  his 
diligence  in  reconciling  James  Anderson  and  andro  smythe 
in  fode. 

31  May:  This  day,  the  dollar  consignit  be  Alexr  Duff  an 
Jonet  philp  was  shaken  out  (of  the  box),  and  given  to  pey 
for  a  cott  to  Daft  Jonet  Millar  in  the  nethirtoun. 

5  July;  This  day,  the  Session  tho*  fitt  that  a  collection 
be  made  at  the  Kirk-style  for  peying  the  wark  at  Legatesbrig 
uncompleted  as  yet,  and  this  to  be  intimat  the  next  sabbath 
to  be  collectit  the  Sabbath  following — on  19  July,  the  col- 
lectors report,  having  received  34  lib.  or  thairby  to  pey  for 
the  brig. 

9  Aug. ;  This  day  James  reid,  prsnt  provest  for  himself  and 
his  successors  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  baillies  and  consall 
of  this  bru*,  present  and  to  come  proponed  to  the  minister 
and  session,  Desyring  of  ym  libertie  for  building  a  loft  about 
the  pillar  aboue  pittencrieff  seate,  on  the  north  syde  of  the 
Kirk  for  the  said  prouist,  baillies,  and  consell  to  sit  in — Qlk 
desyre  the  session  tho1  reasonable  no  one  contravening  or 
opposing  the  same. 

16  Aug. ;  This  day,  compeirit,  (before  the  session)  R*  Scot- 
land in  Knokus  being  sumond  to  this  day  for  standing  in 
the  Kirkyairde  in  tyme  of  Divine  Service,  he  and  utheris 
being  so  fund,  be  the  visitors  who  acknowledgit  his  fault, 
and  affirmd  y*  he  was  unwell — he  is  admonished  for  his 
first  conviction  herein. 

20  Sept.; — Comperit,  (before  the  session)  this  day,  Robert 
Inglis  presnt  Doctor  of  the  graniar  school  (entred  yrto  the  last 
term, — wha  presented  his  testimon1s  sub"  be  mrRot  Row  min- 

33  The  laighest  prison-house  was  the  "  theeves-hole,"  or  "black-hole" 
under  the  old  tolbooth.  "  Set  on  the  tron  with  a  paper  on  her  browe  " 
was  of  common  occurrence,  as  will  be  seen  in  going  over  these  extracts, 
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ister  of  Abercorne,  which  was  approvin  and  accepted  of — 
And  the  Session  grant  to  give  him  the  benefit  and  fie  whitch 
his  predecess1-  got  before. 

1 8  Oct. ;  This  day,  The  Session  thinks  fittest  to  goe  to 
those  reference  anent  the  overtures  agried  upon  the  last 
Thursday  and  to  delay  the  uthyr  referencies  till  next  day, 
they  being  in  some  haist,  becaus  of  sundrie  inglish  troupes 
both  of  ye  horse  and  foots  yt  were  coming  into  the  toun. 

20  Dec. ; — The  session  recornendit  to  Mr  Thomas  Walker, 
Schoolmatr  to  have  his  schollers  in  reddines  to  repeat  the 
Catechism  everie  sabbath  betwixt  the  second  an  third  bell, 
before  noone  and  efternoone  the  one  to  propose  and  the 
uthyr  to  ansr,  y*  the  people  may  heare  and  learne,  it  being  usit 
in  uthyr  kirks. — And  this  to  begin  the  next  sabbath; 

27  Dec;  This  day,  compeirit  (before  the  session)  marg* 
ro^on  spous  to  Wm  Scotland,  and  Katherine  westwood,  spous 
to  Jas  who  being  fund  guiltie  of  cursing  and  scold- 

ing, and  oftymes  before  censured  by  the  Kirk,  are  now  re- 
cornendit to  the  magistrates  to  be  corporalie  punished  as  they 
shall  think  fitt  and  as  thair  faultes  deserve. 

1654. 
24  Jan. ; — This  day  the  elders  and  deacons  being  severlie 
inquired  if  they  have  familie  worshipp  secreet  an  private — 
conform  to  the  overtures  of  the  presbyterie  an  synod;  And 
finding  some  negligent  in  the  dutie,  were  exhorted  yrto  in 
tyme  coming  and  its  agreed  upon,  that  they  be  askit  againe 
heiranent  this  day  monthe. 

19  March; — The  Solemn  league  and  Covenant  sub*  heir 
sever1  days  in  November  1643,  being  found  among  umqle 
Jo11  archenbalds  papers  and  brought  into  the  Session,  this 
day, — It  is  appoyntit  y*  William  Walker  late  prouest,  have 
the  keeping  of  it  for  the  sessions  use,  as  he  hath  the  nationall 
covenant  alreddie, — which  was  delyverit  to  him  and  receivint 
also  be  him  for  this  effect — Also,  the  sd  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant  in  ane  uthir  book  renewit  and  sub*  in  Decr  1648, 
which  was  in  Mr  Eobert  Andersons  custodie  was  also  de- 
lyverit to  the  said  William  Walker  to  be  keepit  with  the  rest. 
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11  April; — This  day, — Mr  Wm  Oliphant,  moderator  in 
Mr  Rof'  Kays  absence,  who  should  have  enterit  moderator 
this  month,  but  was  put  by  the  englishes  in  prison  in  Ineh- 
gdrvie,  for  praying  for  the  King?* 

20  April;  Appoint  to  Sumond  Wm  McKay  (before  the 
Session)  for  casting  and  putting  the  stone  with  the  English 
soldrs  in  the  Kirkyairde  on  the  Sabbath  in  tyme  of  sermon, 
being  so  fund  be  the  visitors :— Aso  to  Sumond  Christiane 
Thomson  in  the  newraw  for  selling  drink  to  the  Inglish  on 
the  sabbath  in  tyme  of  sermon  she  compeirit  on  25  th  and 
was  sharplie  rebuked. 

Compeirit  bessie  Kinsman  spous  to  James  Cusine 

being  Sumond  to  this  day  for  causing  to  carie  a  barrell  of 
aill  to  the  English  in  the  abbay,  on  the  Sabbath,  who  shewd 
y*  she  was  compellit  be  ym  yrby  and  promisit  not  to  doe 
so  againe — she  is  sharplie  rebukd  and  admonishd. 

Disbursements; — Item,  given  of  the  collection  to 

twa  poore  men  in  In'keithing  whose  houses  were  brunt  5  lib. : 
— Item,  to  Katherine  Walker  for  furnishing  of  gray  and 
uthr  necessars  to  Daft  andro  huton  4  lib.  14s.: — Item,  to 
adam  Ker,  whose  hous  was  robbed  40s. 

25th  April; — The  session  referrit  to  the  provost  James 
reid  to  speak  the  governor  of  the  Inglishe  in  the  abbay  to 
tak  ordor  w*  his  soldiers  for  profaining  the  Lords  day,  by 
drinking  in  aill  hous,s  in  the  toun  in  tyme  of  sermon — And 
for  breaking  the  glaisin  windows  of  the  Kirk.35 

2d  May ; — Compeirit  this  day  (before  the  session)  marg1 
Johnstoun  who  being  found  guiltie  of  carrying  a  pitcher  of 
water,  on  the  Sabbath  in  tyme  of  sermon,  who  being  made 
sensible  of  her  fault  is  admonished  for  hir  first  fault  herein 
same  day,  compeirit  Helen  wellwood  who  being  found  guiltie 
of  carrying  a  burden  of  Coll  on  the  sabbath  in  tyme  of  ser- 

34  To  pray  for  King  Charles  II.  in  Cromwell's  time  was  "  arte  highe 
offence."  Mr.  Oliphant  having  prayed  for  Charles,  was  seized  and  sent 
to  prison  in  Inchgarvie,  as  here  noted. 

35  At  this  period  the  "  Palace  ".  and  the  "  Queen's  House  "  were,  by 
Cromwell's  orders,  converted  into  a  barracks  for  his  soldiers.  The 
English  quartered  in  the  Palace,  &c. ,  appear  to  have  been  a  most  un- 
ruly set. 
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men,  and  being  bro*  to  the  sense  and  acknowledgment  of 
her  fault  was  admonished  for  her  first  fault  herein. 

22  Aug.  ;  This  day, — Compeirit  Duncan  Young  merchand, 
and  desyrit  libertie  of  the  session  to  put  up  a  bah  stair,  with 
a  bak  entn'e  to  the  hous  whitch  he  coft,  in  the  May gate ; 
The  session  appoints  to  visit  that  place  and  to  give  ane  ansr 
yrefter — (libertie  granted  on  29  Aug.) 

5  Sept; — This  day,  the  collector  of  the  contribution  for 
the  hair nes  poind  of  the  stane — reported  y*  they  had  collectit 
28  lib.  12s.  6d.36 

12  Sept.; — The  session  considering  that  the  money  col- 
lectit will  not  be  able  to  pey  the  Doctor,  loho  is  come  from 
Glasgow, — And  it  being  reported  be  James  reid  provist  y* 
he  hade  with  great  difficultie  agried  w*  him  for  36  lib.  money 
scotts  for  ane  of  the  bairnes;  It  is  tho*  fitt  y*  the  minister 
and  James  huton  deal  with  the  Doctor  for  more  ease  of  the 
pey1. 

19  Sept. ; — This  day  it  is  reported  (to  the  session)  be  those 
who  were  appoynted,  y*  they  hade  spoken  the  Doctor  and 

that  he  wald  have  no  less  nor for  ilk  childe  cutting 

and  curing  by  pay*  fr  his  chairges  and  intertenyment  the 
tyme  he  was  heir,  and  drink  money  to  his  men, — Mr  Oli- 
phant  (minstr)  reported  y*  he  had  collectit  30lb  from  gentle- 
men and  uthyr  nytbors  sen  the  last  day,  to  help  to  pey  the 
Doctor — It  is  tho*  fitt  y1  a  collection  be  gatherit  fra  the  gilde, 
the  trades,  an  comon  burges's ;  as  also,  that  the  ordinar  col- 
lection of  twa  sabbaths  be  given  for  this  use — the  Doctor 
got  peyd. 

3  Oct. ;  Compeird  (before  the  session)  Wm  Wilson  ynr  who 
was  sumond  to  this  day — And  being  found  guiltie  in  that 
there  was  meat  making  reddie  in  his  house  and  drink  selling 
to  the  inglishers  on  the  Sabbath  in  tyme  of  sermon, — he  is 
admonished  f  this  his  first  fault,  &c. 

;   same  day;   compeirit  (before   the   session)   Marg* 

Spense  being  warnit  to  this  day,  who  was  sharplie  rebuked 

36  This  was  a  most  singular  ailment  for  mere  children;  and  the  doc- 
tor appears  to  have  been  hard  to  deal  with  in  settling  accounts. 
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for  suffering  scandalous  company  to  lodge  in  her  hous}  an  for 
keeping  a  house  alone;  And  is  referrit  to  ye  magistrates  to 
be  discharged  yrof,  and  is  threatened  with  severe  censure  if 
she  shall  be  so  fund  scandaling  againe. 

5  Dec;  Comperit  (before  the  session)  this  day,  marg* 
Stirk  spouse  to  James  Legat  wha  being  fund  guiltie  of  turn- 
ing aill  on  the  Sabbath  in  tyme  of  preaching — after  sharpe 
rebuke,  is  exhorted  to  keep  the  Sabbath  better  and  withall 
severlie  threatened,  if  she  shall  be  fund  so  again. 

— ;   Same  day,  compeirit  Jo11  Dalglieshe  customer  who 

being  found  guiltie  of  swearing,  profane  carriage,  grosse  and 
filthie  talk  openlie  in  the  streets, — And  eftir  dealing, — not 
being  found  sensible  of  his  sin,  is  referrit  to  the  minister  to  be 
dealt  with  in  private,  in  bringing  him  to  the  sense  of  his  sin.37 

12  Dec;  This  day,  (before  the  session),  compeirint  John 
Strachan  in  whitefield  who  being  found  guiltie  of  coming 
with  his  horse  on  the  sabbath  to  get  draff  fra  the  browsters, 
being  penitent — was  sharplie  rebuked,  for  this  tyme,  and 
severelie  threatened  if  he  shall  be  so  found  againe. 

1 9  Dec ;  The  session  refers  to  Wm  Walker,  Mr  George 
Walker,  Thomas  and  Dauid  Mitchell  to  meet  the  twa  minis- 
ters afternoone ;  To  think  upon  the  best  way  to  get  money 
for  reparatn  of  the  stoks  of  the  bell  and  fabrik  of  the  Kirk ; — 
It  is  ordaint  that  the  Kirkyaird  fees  and  burial  an  Kirk  fees 
be  advanced  to  help  to  meet  expences,  &c.38 

1655. 

28  Jan, :  James  Wilkie  the  adulterer  enterit  to  stand  at 
the  Kirk  dore  in  Sackclothe  betwixt  the  bells,  and  yreftir,  to 
the  public  place  to  testifie  his  repentance,  &c. 

27  Feb.; — This  day,  (before  the  Session)  compeirit  marione 
broune,  who  deponit  y1  Jo11  Kellek,  ruggit  and  puggit  Mr 


37  John  Dalglish,  by  being  styled  "  Customer"  it  is  presumed  that 
he  was  the  collector  of  "the  toons  customs."  He  appears  to  have  been 
"  a  careless,  swearing,  tearing  bodie." 

38  The  Kirk  was  much  in  need  of  repair  at  this  period;  it  has  been 
supposed  that  Cromwell's  soldiers  did  much  mischief  to  the  Kirk  both 
inside  and  out  when  they  first  came  to  Dunf.  in  1651. 
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beneath  the  spitt ell-brig,  and  did  caste  hir  doun  twyse,  y* 
she  was  forced  to  quyte  hir  plaid  and  run  away — the  sd  Jo11 
was  sharplie  admonish d  on  13  March.39 

10  April ; — The  Session  think  fitt  y*  one  of  the  minis- 
ters w*  ane  elder  goe  to  Edinr  to  seek  advyce  anent  the 
repairing  of  the  Kirk,  and  y*  they  advance  money  of  yr  awin 
till  money  he  collectit,  as  also  to  speak  my  Lord  Yester  who 
has  onlie  offerit  to  contribute  fr  his  awn  part  with  the  rest 
of  the  herioters  of  the  paroche. 

8  May ; — That  day,  Thomas  Elder  reports  to  the  Kirk 
session  that  the  provest  had  spoken  to  the  captaine  in  the 
abbay,  for  restraining  his  soldiers  from  drinking  in  browsters 
hous,s  on  the  Sabbath  in  tyme  eftir  sermons, — And  that 
the  Captaine  had  sent  5  or  6  of  his  srjands  throw  the  towne 
on  the  Sabbath  for  this  effort. 

24  July;  This  day,  it  is  referred  to  the  Elders  to  have  a 
care  to  desire  those  in  yr  quartrs  bothe  in  toun  and  land  wart 
to  send  hors  f  leading  up  of  timber  and  sklaitts  fra  Lyme- 
kills  fr  ye  use  of  the  Kirk  and  it  is  tho*  fitt  y*  James  Hen- 
dirson  and  Dauid  trumble  glaisinwryts  be  spoken  for  mend- 
ing the  cakes  of  lead  upon  the  roofe  of  the  Kirk — The  same 
day  it  was  intimated  that  "the  laird  of  Urquhart  sent"  to 
the  Kirk  session,  in  which  he  refuses  to  contribute  to  the 
repairs  of  the  Kirk  untill  urquhart  be  tottallie  disjoyned 
fra  Inverkeithing.40 

29  July;  This  day  advertisment  was  given  of  the  Volun- 
tar  contribution  to  be  collectit  ir  repairing  of  the  Kirk — And 
the  people  desyrit  to  be  in  reddines  to  give  the  same  in  a 
charitable  way  f or  sutch  a  necessarie  wark. 

39  It  has  been  supposed  that  there  was  no  "  Spittal-brig  "  before  1780, 
and  that  persons  crossed  the  burn  there  on  "stepping-stones."  It  is, 
however,  evident  from  this  entry  that  there  was  a  "Spittal-brig"  as 
early  as  the  year  1655. 

40  According  to  this  entry  the  repairs  on  the  Kirk  go  on  rapidly,  and 
no  doubt  it  underwent  a  thorough  repair  at  this  period.  Touching  the 
conclusion  of  this  entry,  it  may  be  remarked  as  singular,  that  Ur- 
quhart is  in  the  parish  of  Inverkeithing,  although  quite  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  the  parish  of  Dunfermline.  Urquhart  is  at  least  2 \  miles 
distant  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  boundary  line  of  Inverkeithing 
parish. 
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28  Aug.: — This  day,  the  session,  appoint  to  cite  marg* 
birrel  for  Mr  absence  fra  the  Kirk — sharplie  rebuked  and 
admonished  on  the  9th. 

2  Oct. : — That  day,  the  session,  appoint  to  cite  Thomas 
Russell  for  hoking  up  a  groser  busse,  on  the  Sabbath — he 
was  sharplie  rebuked  on  9  th. 

1 1  Dec. ; — The  session  appoint  to  cite  Jonet  Mcgregor 
servand  to  Marg*  phillan,  for  carying  water  in  tyme  of  sermon 
on  the  Sabbath,  being  so  found  by  the  visitors — (she  appeared 
before  the  session  on  Dec.  18th  and  humblie  confessd  the 
same — is  gravely  admonished  and  threatened).41 

1656. 

1 5  Jan. ;  The  session  appoints  a  collection  to  be  intimat 
the  nixt  Sabbath  for  the  help  of  those  who  hade  yr  hous's 
brunt  in  edinburg*,  and  the  people  to  be  exhorted  to  be 
Libereall — qlk  was  done;  29th  Jan.  it  is  announced  that 
the  collectors  "had  collectit  last  sabbath  50  lib.  scott,  and 
y*  they  have  Delyverit  ye  same  to  Jo11  Thomson,  belman, 
to  be  keipt  by  him — shortly  after,  the  money  was  "  given 
to  Walter  Dalgleish  clerk  of  presbytre — which  he  sent  to 
Edinr  with  uthir  contributns." 

22  Jan. ;  This  day, — the  session,  recomendit  to  the  provest  an 
baillies  to  speak  Rob1  sharp  anent  the  tree  for  hanging  the  bells. 

:  The  haill  members  of  the  session  being  sensible 

of  the  great  prejudice  many  of  this  congregation  have  in  not 
hearing  the  ivord, — they  are  to  informe  ymselves  anent  the  way 
they  tak  in  Edin^  for  dividing  of  yr  Kirk  and  to  think  upon 
the  best  way  how  it  may  be  effected  heir  for  so  many  people. 

11  March; — This  day  Mr  Thomas  Walker  master  of  the 
gramar  schooll  gave  in  a  supplication  (to  the  session)  shewing 
the  decaying  conditione  of  the  gramar  schooll  within   this 


41  The  persons  who  perambulated  the  streets  in  search  of  such  de- 
linquents on  the  Sabbath  were  called  "  the  seizers. "  They  seized  what- 
ever any  one  happened  to  be  carrying,  and  frequently  the  transgressors 
themselves  were  taken  in  custody: — The  Seizers  appear  to  have  been 
relieved  from  their  duties  in  Dunfermline  somewhere  about  the  year 
1820. 
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brut,  not  onlie  by  the  pressures  and  burdens  of  the  Land 
Disabling  gentlemen  strangers  to  traine  up  yr  sunes  in  brugh 
at  publict  schoolles,  But  also  by  the  many  schoolles  in  Land- 
ward— And  supplicating  the  session  to  tak  to  yr  serious  con- 
sideration how  a  competent  provision  may  be  had  fr  upholding 
of  the  gramar  schooll ;  the  session  recomends  to  Pet  Walker, 
— William  Walker,  —  Kob*  Stevenson  and  Thomas  Mit- 
chell to  meet  with  the  ministers  this  aftirnoon  to  think  upon 
a  way  fr  a  competent  provision  to  the  maister  of  the  gramar 
schooll  and  to  report; — on  18th  March,  they  report  that 
they  tho*  fitt  the  provision  yrof  should  be  helpit  and  re- 
comends the  herioters  to  be  spoken  to,  &c. 

6  May ; — It  being  declaired,  to  the  session,  this  day  be 
the  visitors  that  they  fund  many  on  the  Sabbath  after  ser- 
mons sitting  at  doves  an  walking  on  the  streets,  an  in  the 
i/airds  about  the  fields  at  yr  worldlie  discours's,  it  is  tho*  fitt 
y*  the  act  of  the  synod  be  sought  out  and  looked  at  concern- 
ing the  restraining  of  such  abuses  yrof: — on  the  13  May 
read  privately — a  delay  recomended : — May  25  the  act,  pub  • 
lickly  read  from  the  pulpett. 

10  June;  This  day  Sir  Henry  Wardlaw  of  pitreavie  de- 
syrit  of  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Kirk  session  y1  the 
old  act  granted  to  umqhle  Sir  Henry  Wardlaw  his  good  yz 
of  his  seat  in  the  Kirk,  under  the  Kings  seat,  daitted  the 
2 1  June  1618  my*  be  renewed  or  ratified,  in  favour  of  him- 
self an  his  houshold  qlk  old  act  being  produced  an  red  the 
tenor  qrof  follows: — 21st  June  1618,  that  day  the  ministers 
all  w*  one  consent,  statutes  and  ordains  according  to  the  re- 
quest of  a  petition  given  in  be  Mr  Thomas  Wardlaw,  provest, 
n  name  of  Sr  henrie  wardlaw  chamberlane  his  brother  .  . 
y*  the  old  musicians  seat,  shall  be  given  up  to  ye  sd  Sr  henrie 
wardlaw  of  pitreavie  an  to  his  household  yrin,  to  big  ane 
comlie  seat  for  yr  ease  an  profitable  hearing  of  the  word  of  god 
in  tyme  of  divine  service ;  And  this  act  to  be  made  yrupon  in 
perpetual  memoriavm;42 


42  The  "  Musicians'  Seat "  appears  to  have  been  in  the  SE  corner  of 
the  Kirk;  perhaps  they  were  the  choristers  of  the  Kirk. 
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9  Aug.; — This  day — Intimation  from  the  pulpitt,  y1  yr 
will  be  preaching  without  the  Kirk,  to  those  who  doe  not 
mynde  to  comunicat  whitch  is  to  begin  about  10  hours. — 
And  that  those  who  have  not  a  mynd  to  comnnicat  to 
wait  on  yr  at  y*  Dyat  and  leave  the  Kirk  to  those  who  are 
to  comunicat — the  dyit  of  meeting  the  morne  is  to  be  at  8 
hours.43 

2  Sept.: — Disbursements: — Item,  to  Jo11  Thomson  bel- 
man  for  calmes  and  casting  of  the  tokens  3  rexdollers : — 
Item,  washing  the  comunion  clothes,  dressing  and  putting 
up  the  boords  8  lib.  14s. 

1 1  Nov. ; — The  Collectors  of  the  contribut11  for  the  help 
of  Enstruther  harberie  reported,  to  the  session,  that  they  had 
collectit  it  the  last  Sabbath  31  lib.  lis.  and  that  they  had 
delyverit  same  to  Jo11  Thomson,  belman  to  be  keepit  for  such 
use. 

1 2  Dee. :  This  day,  the  rest  of  the  toun  who  are  at  variance, 
and  did  absent  ymselves  from  the  comunion,  being  called  on, 
(before  the  Session),  compeirit  Wm  Anderson  and  confesit 
his  fault,  and  declaired  his  willingness  to  be  reconciled  with 
patrick,  providing  he  acknowledges  his  fault  done  against 
his  umqMe  father; — also  compeirit  Jonet  Edward  and  declairs 
her  unwillingness  to  be  reconciled  with  helen  Kinghorne,  un- 
til she  acknowledges  her  wronging  her,  in  callin  her  a  witch. 

1657. 

24  Feb. :  Wm  Eowan,  being  cited  this  day — (before  the 
Session)  compeired  and  confest  his  absence  fra  the  comunion, 
an  declaires  y*  he  is  willing  to  be  reconciled  wth  ro*  angus. 

1 7  March; — The  Session  referd  to  Dauid  jerman — mr  george 
walker  and  r*  stevenson  to  provide  timber  for  Hinging  and 
Couping  of  ye  bells. 

22  March; — John  watson  an  James  Fairny  were  pub- 
licklie  rebuked  for  profanation  of  ye  Sabbath,  in  travelling 
yron  with  shooes  to  sell  at  Abernethie  mercat,  as  the  note  of 


43  Probably  this  ex-mural  preaching  was  held  in  the  old  north  Kirk- 
yard. 
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information  sent  from  the  Kirk  Session  of  Kinross  set  doun 
ye  24  of  feb.  last  bears. 

7  April ;  The  session  referrd  to  dauid  Jerman,  ro1  Steven- 
son an  mr  george  walker  to  agrie  w*  the  wryte  for  hinging  the 
bells  and  laying  the  loft.u 

21  April;  Jo11  Scotland  in  Clime  w*hin  the  parish  of  Car- 
nock  being  delated  be  the  visitors  t  drunknes  in  this  toune 
on  the  Sabbath  the  12th  of  April  last — the  session  appoints 
y*  a  lettir  be  written  an  sent  to  the  minister  and  session  of 
Carnok  for  him  to  compeir  ye  next  session  day. 

3(7  May;  This  day  (Die  Dom)  The  Kirk  bells  being  new 
stocked  an  hung  were  begun  to  be  couped. 

19th  May;  Those  persons  who  were  appointed  to  agrie 
w*  the  warkmen  for  hinging  of  if  bells  and  laying  of  the  loft 
gave  in  their  compt  this  day,  the  Session  tho*  fitt  y*  Dauid 
Mitchell  and  Jo11  Mackie  should  shew  the  same  to  Pitfirran 
an  Pitreavie  y*  they  wald  appoint  a  day  quhm  they  will  tak 
in  the  compts  of  ym  who  have  receaved  an  delivarit  the 
money  for  repairing  of  the  fabrick  of  the  Kirk. 

26th  May;  Thomas  trumble,  being  delated  be  the  visitors 
for  vaiging  on  the  sabbath  eftir  sermons,  and  for  his  cursing 
an  boasting  speeches  uttered  against  ym — viz.,  being  askit 
be  ym  quhr  he  was  going,  answerit,  "fend  a  bitt  he  wald  tell  " 
— an  being  desyrit  be  ym  to  goe  home,  answerit,  u  fend  a  bitt" 
and  being  reproved  be  ym  for  his  cursing,  answerd,  ye  an  the 
lyk  of  ye  his  the  wijtt  of  so  mutch  sinne; — The  session  appoint 
to  cite  ye  sd  Thomas. 

9th  June; — It  being  declaired  be  the  elders  y*  many  in 
the  Landwart  goes  home  on  the  Sabbath  betwixt  sermons,  it 
is  tho*  fitt  yrfore  be  the  session  y*  those  be  publicklie  ad- 
monished out  of  pulpit  ye  next  sabbath — qlk  was  done. 

;  Anent  those  who  are  a  wand  the  bygone  anuel,  It 


44  At  this  period  the  bells  were  re-hung  in  new  stocks  and  wheels. 
One  of  the  "bells  which  had  fallen  was  much  damaged.  Both  bells  were 
replaced  by  new  ones  in  1728.  "  The  laying  of  the  loft,"  here  alluded 
to,  appears  either  to  have  been  the  flooring  of  the  place  where  the  bells 
are  hung,  or  the  laft — called  the  Eattin  laft — over  the  middle  of  the 
Kirk.— See  Note  19. 
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is  tho*  fitt  they  shall  be  eithr  spoken  or  writtin  to  for  the 
same,  And  if  they  refuse  to  pey,  y1  yr  bands  shall  be  regis- 
trat,  And  y*  some  be  appointed  be  the  session  to  goe  activelie 
about  it. 

;  The  haill  compts  for  the  repairing  of  the  fabrik  of 

the  Kirk  both  chairged  an  dischairged  being  revised,  an  col- 
latoned  yr  rests  to  Mr  Walker  Provost  17s.  8d. : — Item,  the 
compt  for  the  repairing  of  the  wark  in  hinging  an  couping  the 
bells,  both  chairge  and  dischairge  being  revised  yr  rests  to 
Dauid  jerman,  baillie — 10  lib.  16s.  2d. ;  By  andattor  4s.  ster- 
line  to  be  given  to  ro*  bonar  wry*  for  turning  if  spaik  of  the 
hells  and  making  sixe  bloks, — The  said  compts  charge  and 
discharge  for  repairing  of  the  fabrik  of  the  Kirk  and  hinging 
of  the  bells  were  both  put  into  the  box — Also,  the  touns  band 
of  the  1000  mks  borrow  be  ym  fra  the  Kirk  Session,  in  name 
of  the  poore  was  put  in  the  box. 

\6fJi  July; — Advertisemat  to  be  given  on  the  Comunion 
Sabbath,  eftir  the  forenoons  sermon  —  immediatlie  before 
going  to  ye  tables, — That  the  comunicants  leave  the  yle  to 
those  who  serve,  yl  they  may  have  rowme, — And  y*  none 
stand  up  to  hinder  those  to  sie  who  are  sitting  in  the  bodie 
of  ye  Kirk. 

20  Aug. ;  The  Session  appoint  Thomas  Stevenson  collector 
to  give  12  lib.  to  James  Brunt  to  help  to  pey  the  Doctor, 
called  doctor  sutor  for  cutting  his  childe  of  ye  stone.45 

1 7  Sept. :  Wm  boycl  being  called  on — compeirit  (before 
the  session)  an  confesit  his  fault  in  vaiging  about  ye  fields  on 
if  Sabbath  after  sermons — promising  not  to  doe  the  like 
againe  he  was  admonished. 

15  Dec.: — The  session  appoints  a  collection  for  the  poore 
schollers  to  be  intimat  ye  nixt  Sabbath — an  collectit  the  sab- 
bath yreftir  following. 

22   Dec.;    Wm  broun  being  callid   comper*   (before   the 

4-3  This  is  the  same  sort  of  case  as  referred  to  in  Note  39.  This  "  in- 
fant ailing  "  so  general  at  this  period,  appears  not  to  have  been  un- 
derstood by  "  thefacultie  "  of  the  period: — That  so  many  children  and 
mere  infants  should  all  at  one  time  have  been  inflicted  with  "the  stone  " 
has  often  been  called  in  question  and  ridiculed. 
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Session)  and  contest  his  cursing  an  swearing,  the  Session 
vie]  ays  his  censure  till  he  be  made  sensible  of  his  sin,  an  till 
lie  save  evidence  of  his  reformation,  &c. 

1658. 

30  March; — Absents,  fra  catechising  being  called  on  an 
not  compeirand  are  recommendit  to  the  magistrates. 

13  April ;  Anent  absents  from  Catechising  no  report  is 
made,  the  baillies  being  absent  this  day. 

20  April: — This  day — before  the  Session — compeir1  Joa 
watson  in  Goufdrum,  who  being  found  guiltie  of  Ordinarie 
absence  fra  the  Kirk  on  the  sabbath  an  lykeways  fra  cate- 
chising— and  he  promising  to  keep  order  bettr  in  tyme  coining 
was  admonished.46 

11th  May;  Marg*  moore  being  called  compeir*  (before  the 
session)  and  conf st  hir  sin  of  fornicatn  comitted  in  the  pallace 
of  Dunfermline  wth  ane  inglisman  called  Christopher  thomson 
quartr  mstr  to  the  Lieutenant  of  hors  comitted  in  the  neio 
wark,  about  8  or  9  hors  at  even  in  the  hinder  end  of  harvest 
last,  &c. 

25  May ; — Report  is  made  be  the  magistrates,  to  the  ses- 
sion, that  they  had  caused  Glipp  marcf  Campbells  head,  an 
set  her  on  if  iron  with  a  paper  on  her  breast,  on  the  last  mer- 
cat  day,  to  the  example  of  idhirs  of  her  fornication. 

8  Jane :  Bessie  Shortus  being  callet  on — compeir*  (before 
the  session)  who  confessd  hir  drunkines  an  is  rebuked  and 
recomendit  to  the  magistrates. 

4  July ; — Intimation  made  of  a  collection  for  helping  re- 
pairing of  the  ruyined  harberie  an  stone  brig  of  S*  androis ; 
(53  lib.  14s.  collected  on  twa  sabbaths). 

:    This  day,   an  drew  forfars   testimonial  fra   Tnver- 

keithing  date  16  May  1658  sub*  be  mr  waiter  bruce,  min- 
istr,  was  produced  and  admitted.  (A  great  many  similar  en- 
tries in  Ses.  Rec.) 

12  Oct:  Appoint,    to   give  testimonials  to  James  Lason, 

46  This  is  the  earliest  mention  of  Golfdrum  on  record.  In  the  year 
1658,  it  is  likely,  that  a  few  straggling  thatched  houses  were  standing 
somewhere  on,  or  near,  the  site  of  the  Golfdrum  of  the  present  day. 
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James  Bryce  and  anges  reidy;  (a  great  many  similar  entries 
in  Ses.  Rec.) 

7  Dec. :  Report  is  made  be  the  elders  (to  the  Session)  y* 
they  have  tryed  for  bessie  shortus,  and  does  not  find  y*  she  is 
in  this  paroche  and  knows  not  qhr  she  is,  The  session  appoint 
a  note  to  be  given  to  the  presbyterie  to  search  for  her  in  yr 
congregations. 

1659. 

1 8  Jan. ;  This  day,  the  Session,  appoints  to  cite  Ro*  Ing- 
lis  Doctor  of  the  gramar  schoole — for  drunkiness,  and  his 
scandalous  carriage  with  elspet  matheson. 

25  Jan. ;  Ro*  Inglis  being  called  on  compeirt,  before  the 
session,  and  being  found  guiltie  by  his  owne  confession  of 
scandalouse  carriage  wth  the  sd  elspet,  the  session  delays  his 
censure,  and  recomends  to  Mr  george  Walker  to  converse  with 
him  and  report. 

8  Feb. : — Ro*  Tnglis  being  called  on  compe* — and  his 
scandalous  cariage,  in  being  drunk  and  eftir  being  fund  in 
bed  with  elspet  matheson,  being  laid  to  his  chairge,  he  confest 
this  and  declairt  his  greif  for  the  same. 

15th  Feb.: — Thomas  Drysdaill  having  given  in  a  bill  of 
complaint  about  5  moneths  agoe  against  adam  and  James 
andersons  shewing  y*  they  at  yr  drinking  of  pynts  of  aill  in 
browsters  hous's,  did  verie  often  most  maliciouslie  scandalize  the 
deceist  alexr  Drysdaill  his  fathr,  in  saying  that  it  icas  no  won- 
der he  bought  land,  for  he  robed  a  diamond  stone  from  andro 
jyurves  their  goodfather  worthe  10,000  merks,  and  ran  away 
with  it  and  neuer  redelyverit  the  same  nor  anything  for  it, 
bot  took  the  same  to  holland  and  sold  it  at  a  great  price,  and 
thair eftir  bought  his  land  with  yt  money ; — And  the  said 
Thomas  having  succumbd  in  probation  of  his  bill,  And  being 
cited  to  this  day  compeirnd  and  confest  (as  he  has  done  oft 
before  to  the  session)  his  wrong  done  to  said  adam  ander- 
son,  ane  elder,  and  James  anderson  his  brother,  in  giving  in 
the  said  bill  agains*  ym  and  his  rash  proceeding  yrin — As 
also  confest  his  wrong  done  to  the  session  heirin: — The  said 
Thomas  an  adam,  being  removed — and  the  session  considering 
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y*  the  wrong  y*  Thomas  has  done  is  verie  great,  they  tho* 
y*  a  puhlick  rebuke  was  little  eneugli  for  taking  away  of  the 
scandal  of  yl  offence,  nevertheless  for  some  weightie  considera- 
tions made  knowne  to  the  session — They  have  resolved  y1 
the  said  Thomas  shall  be  sharplie  rebuked  before  the  session 
for  his  rash  carriage,  and  unjust  calumnies  whtch  he  vented 
against  the  said  adam  and  James  andersons,  wth  certification 
if  he  shall  slannder  the  said  persons  or  any  other  elder  heir- 
eftir  yl  he  shall  be  publietlie  rebuked,  whch  was  done,  de- 
claring always  y*  this  shall  be  no  prepayrative  for  any  heirefter, 
the  said  adam  anderson  for  himself,  and  in  name  of  his 
brother  declairs  yfc  he  is  satisfied  herewith. 

8th  March;  Rofc  Inglis  being  called  on  compeirt,  and 
further  acused  of  having  been  seen  drunk  previous  to  his 
present  guilt,  —  denies  it,  —  upon  which  James  Anderson, 
elder,  being  called  on,  compt  who  being  sworne  depones  y% 
Ro*  Inglis  was  drunk  in  rofc  adams  y*  tyme,  an  that  he  heard 
him  swearing  thus,  Devill  confound  him  soul  or  bodie;  And 
this  being  proven, — The  session  finding  the  sd  Ro1,  inglis 
guiltie  of  being  in  bed  w*  elspit  rnatheson,  and  of  a  relapse 
in  drunkines,  and  also  guiltie  of  swearing, — And  considering 
y*  he  merits  to  be  deposed  out  of  his  place  as  Doctor  of  the 
gramer  school], — Think  fitt  y*  the  toun  counsell  be  acquainted 
heirwith, — And  recomends  to  Jo11  turnbull  present  baillie  to 
doe  the  same, — And  appoint  y*  he  be  publicklie  rebuked 
before  the  congregation  next  sabbath. 

15  March;  Report  is  made,  to  the  session  this  day,  be 
Mr  Thomas  Walker  schoollen/  that  he  had  desyrit  Mr  Wm 
Oliphant  minister,  to  delay  the  publick  rebuking  of  ro1  inglis, 
the  last  sabbath,  requesting  now  lykeways  the  session  to  delay 
the  same  till  neir  his  removing,  at  ye  tyme  an  yrby  showing 
y*,  if  he  were  publicklie  rebuked  for  the  present  it  wald 
be  a  means  to  mak  him  contemned  an  vilified  in  the  schoole, 
— The  session  considering  heirupon  suspends  his  rebuking. 

;  It  is  declaired,  be  Mr  George  Walker  y*  Mr  Thomas 

Walker  schoolema&tr  wald  remove  to  another  place  for  lak 
of  mentanance  quhnevir'he  got  a  call, — It  is  recomendit  to 
the  elders  to  be  advising  heirupon  till  next  day. 
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5  July;  The  Session  tho*  fitt  y*  all  those  who  have  bein 
ordinarie  or  continuall  absent,  fra  catechising,  shall  be  cited 
to  be  present — And  yfc  yraftir  (if  they  doe  not  mend)  it 
be  publicklie  intimat  y*  they  are  debard  an  suspendit  fra 
the  comunion,  and  yT'  yn  the  roll  be  looked  out  to  cite, 
because,  the  toun  officers  who  did  serve  in  drawing  the 
wyne  (at  the  comunion)  are  ordenarie  absent  fra  catchising, 
It  is  tho*  fitt  be  the  session  y*  they  shall  serve  no  longer — 
Bo1  yl  twa  deacons  shall  be  chosen  in  yr  place ; — And  yrfore 
it  is  recomendit  to  Jon  Colyeare  and  patrik  sanders  to  draw 
the  wyne. 

;  Jonet  Mihie  and  elspet  eizet,  being  called  on — 

compeir*  before  the  session,  and  the  sd  Jonet  having  no  ex- 
ception against  the  sd  elspet,  why  she  may  not  be  a  witnes, 
the  sd  elspit,  being  sworne,  depones  y*  she  heard  Jonet  Mihie 
say  she  wald  serve  the  Devill  to  have  amends  of  James  bafour, 
and  yl  she  wald  rug  out  his  thraple, — And  it  being  suffi- 
cientlie  provin  be  Katherine  Kinghorne  14  June  last,  and 
the  sd  elspit  eizet  y*  the  sd  Jonet  Michi  did  speak  such 
horrible  words, — The  session  appoints  the  sd  Jonet  to  come 
to  the  public  place  of  repentne  to  be  rebuked  and  this  to 
be  done  aftir  ye  comunion, — And  recomends  her  to  the  ma- 
gistrates to  get  caution  of  her  compeirance  heir  this  day  month 
againe. — On  July  24  Jonet  was  on  the  repentance  stool  and 
publickly  rebuked. 

23  Aug.;  The  fast  for  the  present  unseasonable  weather 
was  publicklie  intimat  on  thursday  last,  being  the  18th  of 
August,  aftir  sermons,  to  be  keipt  the  nixt  Lords  day  yraftir 
— viz.  the  21st  August  1659  by  the  appointment  of  the 
presbyterie. 

11  Oct.; — This  day,  Sir  Henrie  Wardlaw  of  Pitreavie 
declairs  to  the  minister  and  elders  of  this  Kirk  session,  that 
he  intends  to  big  ane  brewhous,  and  a  baikhous,  in  his  yard 
situat  upon  the  south  syde  of  his  house  in  the  Maygate,  and, 
Desyrit  libertie  of  the  session  for  a  little  peace  more  rowme 
of  the  Kirkyaird  for  the  sole  of  his  oven; — Qlk  the  session 
granted  to — he  considering  the  poor — and  providing  that 
the  Kirkyaird  be  kept  clean,  and  be  not  denied  wth  the  blaidrie 
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and  filthe  y*  is  cast  out  of  thebrewhous  and  baikhous,  where- 
unto  the  said  Laird  of  Pitreavie  consented. 

1660. 

17  April;  The  session  considering  yl  the  most  parte  of 
the  Kirkyaird  has  been  useless  these  many  yeirs  by  gane, — 
And  the  necessitie  yr  is  in  drying  of  it  yfc  it  may  be  a  suffi- 
cient and  com  odious  buriall  place, — And  having  taken  the 
aduyse  of  skilfull  men  who  think  fit  yl  the  Kirkyaird  may 
be  made  dry  if  yr  were  a  gutter  under  the  graves,  and  ane 
open  cast  for  convoying  the  water  away  under  Mr  William 
Oliphant,  minister  his  hous,  to  caus  it  to  run  in  to  his  gutter 
under  his  hous, — The  session  eftir  long  deliberation  yrin, 
have  resolved  yfc  yr  shall  be  a  voluntar  contribution  collectil 
throw  this  parish,  he  the  elders  and  deacons  fra  all  persons 
ifin,  both  maister  and  servant  throw  everie  hous,  in  yr 
quart™  for  peying  off  the  wark  in  making  the  Kirkyaird 
dry: — Appoints  this  to  be  intimat  the  next  sabbath,  and 
collectit  with  all  possible  diligence  imediatelie  yreftir.47 

24  April ;  The  act  and  instrument  following,  being  pro- 
duced this  day,  Mr  Eo*  Kay,  and  Mr  Wm  Oliphant,  present 
ministers  of  the  Kirk  of  Dunfermline,  desirit  yt  it  my*  be 
insert  in  the  session  book  for  yr  exoneration,  which  was 
consented  to  be  the  session,  Off  the  qlk  act  and  instrument 
the  tenor  followes. 

At  Dunfermline,  the  20  day  of  April  jaJ  vic  and  thrie 
score  yeirs — 
The  wch  day,  in  the  presence  of  me  notar  publick,  and  wit- 
nesses, efternait  compeirit  ps'nlie  at  the  Kirk-dore  of  Dun- 
fermline betwixt  4  and  5  hours  in  the  morning,  Mr  Eol  Kay 
and  Mr  Wm  Oliphant,  ministers,  yr,  who  declairit,  they  were 
certainlie  informed  yl  the  friends  and  Kinsmen  of  the  Laird 
of  Eossyth,  deceist,  were  of  intention  to  bring  the  corps  of 
the  sd  laird  w*hin  the  sd  Kirk  of  Dunfermline,  and  y*  the 
keys  of  the  Kird-dores  were  not  in  the  Kirk  officer's  hands, 

47  From  this  entrj7  it  would  appear  that  little  or  nothing  had  been 
done  in  the  way  of  draining  the  Kirkyard  in  1641.  See  date  23d  Feb- 
ruary 1641,  and  note  2. 
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but  had  bein  taken  fra  Mm  yat  ngl.  And  yrfore  did  send 
and  direct  yr  Kirk-officer  to  Ro*  Walwood,  baillie  of  the 
sd  bru*  (who  had  taken  the  keys  fra  him,  as  they  were  in- 
formed), To  desire  and  require  him  to  give  bak  the  keys  of 
the  sd  Kirk-door,  y*  they  might  have  ym  in  yr  custodie,  who 
accordinglie  went,  and  made  report  of  his  comission  thus : — 
that  the  baillie  said  he  had  not  the  keys  for  the  present, 
but  had  left  ym  w^  the  toun-officer,  that  he  might  open  the 
the  dore  this  morning  to  ring  the  5  hor  bell.     Thairaftir,  before 

5  oClock  came,  Johne  Laurie,  officer,  w*h  the  keys,  fra  whome 
the  sd  Mr  R*  Kay  and  Mr  Wm  Oliphant  demandit  the  sd  keys, 
wch  he  altogedder  refusit  saying  y*  yr  wlh  he  was  to  open 
the  dore  to  ring  the  5  hor  bell,  And,  in  the  meantyme,  George 
Carmichell,  servitor  to  the  Laird  of  Buchannan,  and  Alexr 
Crookshank,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  came  to  the  Kirk-dore, 
at  whom  the  sd  ministers  desyred  to  know  yr  erand  y*  tyme 
of  day1?  who  ansred  y*  they  intendit  to  keip  ye  Laird  of 
Rossy th's  old  buriall-plaic. — To  the  which,  it  was  replyed  by 
the  ministers,  y*  all  burying  w^in  the  Kirk  was  dischairged 
be  the  General  Assemblie  in  August  1643. — And  y*  yr  hade 
nevir  bein  any  in  this  Kirk  since  y*  tyme. — And  desyrit 
ym  to  forbear  fra  breaking  the  Kirk-floore,  and  burying  w*hin 
the  Kirk.     Which  they  wilfullie  refused.     And  wth  5  or 

6  men  thrust  ymselves  in  at  the  Kirk-dore. — Qrvpon,  and 
vpon  the  refusal  of  the  sd  toun-officer  to  delyver  the  keys  in 
manner  foirsaid ;  And  all  and  sundrie  the  premises,  the  saids 
Mr  Ro*  Kay  and  Mr  Wm  Oliphant  ministers,  askit  act  and 
instrument,  ane  or  mae,  in  the  hands  of  me,  notar-publict, 
under  subcrywand;  And  protestit  y*  as  they  were  frie,  and 
had  no  accession  to  the  sd  irregular  fact,  so  they  my*  be 
frie  fra  all  the  evils  and  consequents  y*  my*  follow  yVpon; 
Thir  things  were  done  day,  yeir,  and  place  foresaid,  be- 
twixt 4  and  5  hors  in  the  morning.  Before  James  Marshall, 
Patrik  Anderson,  Archibald  McCraich,  burgess  (es)  of  Dun- 
fermline;— George  Belfrage,  servitor  to  the  sd  Mr  Wm  and 
Arthere  Kay,  son  lau11  to  the  sd  Mr  Ro*,  witness  (es)  to  the 
premisses  called  and  requyred,  sic  subscribitur.  I,  henrie 
elder,  notar-publict,   doe  testifie  and  declair  the  haill  pre- 
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misses  before  sat  dorm  to  be  trewlie  done,  as  is  above  ex- 
prest,  be  this  my  subscription  usuall, — H.  Elder. — Quhilfe 
act  and  instrument  being  red,  Peter  Walker,  Provest,  declaim 
y*  they  medled  w%  no  keys  bo1  y*  which  properlie  belonged 
to  the  toun. — And  desyrit  this  to  be  marked. 

1  May;  It  is  recomended,  by  the  session,  that  Wm  Walker 
David  jerman  and  Adam  Anderson  to  receive  and  keip  the 
money  collectit  for  drying  of  the  Kirkyaird. 

12  June;  It  is  agried  betwixt  the  Session  and  david  turn- 
bull  glaisinwry*  yt  he  shall  mend  the  Kirk  windows  pre- 
sentlie  for  3  libs,  and  y*  he  shall  uphold  them  yeirlie  yreftir 
for  3  lib.  6s.  8d.4S 

1 9  June  ;  No  Session  this  day  because  of  the  fair  and  mer- 
cat  in  this  toun. 

21  June;  It  is  reported  be  the  modertr  y*  the  presbyterie 
had  appointed  yt  a  solemne  thanksgivinge  should  be  keipt 
on  tuysday  next,  throw  the  whole  kirks  of  this  presbyre; — 
1st.  for  the  Lords  Delyveringus  out  of  the  bondage  in  which 
we  were  under  strange  Lords  and  rulers  these  many  yeirs  by 
gane  ; — 2dly  for  restoring  of  the  King  in  saftie  wthout  effu- 
sion of  blood,  And  y*  prayer  be  made  for  a  blessing  upon 
the  Kings  person  and  gouerment,  that  he  may  be  a  blessing 
to  the  land, — Also,  the  session  considering  that  this  solem- 
nitie  his  been  prformed  in  diures  Burghes  and  pairts  alred- 
die,  Appoints  this  to  be  intimat  the  next  Sabbath  to  be 
prformed  heir  also  on  tuysday  nixt,  And  does  think  fit  y*  Mr 
Wm  Oliphant  have  the  lecture,  and  Mr  Eo*  Kay,  preach. 
(The  said  "  solemne  thanhgivinge  "  keipt  for  the  reasons  frsaid 
26  June  1660).49 

7  August;  This  day,  Adam  Anderson  gave  in  the  compt  of 
his  receipt  of  the  money  collectit  for  the  Kirkyaird,  extending  to 
156  lib.  5s.,  also  a  compt  for  the  disbursement  yrof  in  peying  of 
the  wark  for  drying  the  Kirkyaird  wh  the  session  did  approve. 

25  Sept.;  This  day,  the  session  gave  libertie  to  marg*  an- 
derson  spous  to  wm  anderson,  notar,  to  place  a  little  chair  or 


48  £3  6s.  8d.  Scots  =  5s.  6|d.  sterling. 

49  The  Restoration  of  King  Charles  II.  May  1660. 
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stooU,  in  the  Kirk  behind  James  anderson,  elder,  his  seat, 
in  the  comunion  yle,  to  sit  on  in  tyme  of  devine  service.50 

30  Oct;  This  day,  David  Mrtoun,  in  baldrig  an  Gilbert 
Jonstoun  sometyme  toun  officer,  gave  in  a  supplication,  shew- 
ing yt  Ur  hors  fby  they  and  if  families  had  if  Lyvliehood 
are  dead,  an  supplicating  f  help  to  buy  hors  againe, — the 
session  considering  yr  great  necessitie  appoint  intimation  to 
be  made  the  nixt  sabbath  for  a  contribution  to  be  coilectit 
at  the  Kirk  sty  11  for  ym,  the  sabbath  yraftir  following — (17 
lib.  3s.  was  collected  and  handed  to  them  by  Mr  Mercer). 

13  Nov.;  Wm  reid,  being  called  on  comper*  who  hav- 
ing produced  a  testimo"1.  of  his  marriage  w*  grissell  kirk  sub* 
only  be  mr  adam  anderson  who  married  them,  as  the  testi- 
monl  of  the  date  the  3  Sepr  1655  bears51 — The  session  think 
fit  to  seik  the  presbyteries  aduice  therein — 

1661. 

30  April;  It  being  declaird  be  Mr  Thomas  Walker  schoole- 
maister  y*  Mr  Patrick  Mylne,  is  enterit  Doctor  in  the 
schooll  under  him, — The  session  accept  of  him  for  yr  part  and 
are  content  to  give  him  such  benifeet  as  uthers  hade  before, 
and  as  they  are  able. 

21  May  ; — Wm  anderson  and  bessie  Strang  being  called  on 
comperit — And  the  Session  considering  yr  seuerall  faults 
whch  they  have  fund  in  ym, — viz.  scandalous  convers  togid- 
der,  and  the  sd  Wm,  his  railing  on  James  Mitchell,  and  tul- 
yeing  wth  him — And  the  sd  bessie  her  slandering  of  Marg* 
Crichton  in  calling  her  Glengorie  bitch, — Appoints  y*  they 
be  publicklie  rebuked  before  the  congregation  the  nixt  sab- 
bath, And  recomends  ym  to  the  magistrates  to  find  caution  for 
yr  compeirance  and  obiedience. 

27  June; — This  day,  The  collectrs  of  the  contribution  for 
alexr  gairner,  captive  wth  the  turks,  reported,  (to  the  ses- 

50  The  "  Comunion  aisle  "  at  this  period  was  situated  in  the  extreme 
east  end  of  the  Kirk: — where  once  the  '■'Great  High  Altar"  stood — (in- 
ter, a.  d.  1070-1250). 

51  Mr.  Adam  Anderson  appears  to  have  been — and  probably  the  pre- 
centor--one  of  the  kirk  Elders;  it  is  remarkable  that  he  should  have 
been  "endowed  with  the  powre  an  privilege"  of  marrying  couples. 
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sion)  they  had  collectit  23  lib.  or  yvby  the  last  sabbath,  and 
y*  Jo11  thomson  beddell  his  ye  keiping  yroff. 

24  Sept. ;  Katlierine  Eeaburn  spouse  to  Jon  Druraond  be- 
ing delated  for  masking  of  drink,  on  the  sabbath  an  fr  hir 
ordinar  swearing  and  for  hir  absence  fra  the  Kirk  is  appointed 
to  be  cited — she  appeared  before  the  session  on  Oct  1st  and 
was  admonished,  &c. 

("Restoration  of  Episcopacy  in  1661—1662 — and) 
(there  are  few  entries  for  the  year  1662.  ) 

1662. 

30  Nov.;  This  day,  before  noone,  the  act  of  parliamt  in  fa- 
vor  of  Wm  McKie  a  distrest  merchand  in  Dunbarton  was  pnb ■• 
licklie  red  and  intimation  was  made  of  a  contribtn  to  be  col- 
lectit for  him  the  next  day — (14  Dec.  12  lib.  7s.  was  collected 
for  him). 

28  Dec;  This  day,  George  Stirk  and  Thomas  Stevenson 
Delyverit  of  money  collectit  be  ym  fr  the  poore  the  space  of  5 
weeks  or  yrby,  12  lib.  5s. — Item,  they  gave  in  a  comp*  of  5 
lib.  debursit  be  ym  to  sindrie  poore  persons  be  direction  of  the 
qlk  minstr  whch  was  allowed, — 12  lib.  5  s.  was  distribute  this 
day  to  the  poore, 

1663. 

1  Feb. ; — This  day,  intimation  was  made  of  a  contri- 
butn  to  be  collectit  heir  ye  nixt  sabbath,  as  is  done  in  the 
rest  of  the  Kirks  of  the  presbytere  for  Wm  Flokart  in  the  pa- 
roch  of  Inner  Keithing  who  hade  all  his  staks  of  corn  brunt  ; 
on  sabbath  Feb.  8  th,  20  lib.  or  yrby  was  collectit  for  ye  sd 
\Vm  Flokart. 

12  April ;  Jonet  bairdner  being  called  on  compeird  with 
hir  childe  in  hir  amies,  who  being  examinit  deponit  y*  she 
was  delyverit  of  the  childe  20  days  since,  And  that  James 
Brugh  the  dimmer,  is  the  father  of  hir  childe  and  no  uthyr — 
She  is  appointed  to  be  present  the  nixt  day, — And  appoints 
to  cite  the  sd  James: — 26  April  Jonet  appeard,  but  James 
did  not; — 3d  May,  they  both  appear,  James  denies  his  guilt 
— the  case  is  referred  to  the  presby1': — 14  June — The  minis- 
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ter  and  the  presbytre  recomends  to  the  magistrates  that  James 
Brugh,  the  drumer  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his 
office,  till  his  busines  be  tryed.52 

24  May;  Intimation  was  made  for  keiping  of  the  Kings 
birth  day,  and  his  restoring  to  his  kingdoms, — on  fryday 
nixt  the  29th  of  May,53  which  was  done. 

6  Sept. ;  The  collectrs  for  the  brig  at  Cants  dam  reported 
(to  the  session)  y1  they  had  collectit  abut  xi  lib.  5  s.  whch  pa- 
trick  sanders  has  in  custodie. 

1664. 

24  Jan.;  James  brugh,  drumer,  being  delated  for  ny* 
waking,  drinking,  an  swearing  of  Jon  Home  the  pyper,  is 
appointed  to  be  cited54 — James  Brugh  having  got  in  a  second 
scrape — shortly  after  this  "ran  out  of  the  toun." 

1 0  April ;  Appoynts  to  intimate  a  collection  the  nixt  sab- 
bath for  James  White  the  touns  herds  childe,55  who  has  a 
confirmed  stone. 

24  April ;  The  collectors  for  the  hirdes  childe,  who  is  cut 
of  the  stone,  reported  y*  they  collectit  1 9  lib.  qlk  was  dely 
verit  to  the  childes  parents  to  pey  for  his  curing. 

1  May ;  Jo11  Crafoord  fallen  in  adult1"  w*  marg*  chatto, 
having  sittin  in  sackcloth  23  sabbaths  or  yrby,  on  the  public 
place  (was  as  the  presbytry  had  ordained,  receivd  this  day, 
testifyng  hir  repentance). 

20  Nov.;  This  day,  elizabeth  elder  spous,  to  umqh1  Harie 
elder  town  clerk  peyit  for  hir  said  husbands  throth  stane  on 
his  grave  40s.,  for  the  sessions  libertie  to  put  on  the  same. 

52  This  is  the  earliest  notice  we  have  found  of  a  town-drummer — 
James  Brugh — who  appears  to  have  been  ' '  an  indifferent  public  func- 
tionary." 

53  This  is  the  first  intimation  we  have  seen  "for  the  keiping  of  a 
King's  birth  day." 

54  Here  we  have  James  Brugh  the  drummer  again,  and  also  the  name 
of  another  noisy  functionary  of  the  day,  John  Home  the  pyper — (the 
town's  piper  we  presume) — we  have  still  a  drummer — the  piper-ship  was 
disused  in  1824.     (See  also  note  29.) 

55  The  name  of  another  of  "  the  toivns  officials  "  in  the  olden  time — 
James  White  "  the  towns  herd  "  most  likely  "herdit  the  burgesses  kie" 
on  the  Leys  and  localities  east  of  Grassmuir  lands — near  Halybluid 
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1G65. 

1 2  Feb. ;  Disbursements  ;  If  em,  for  wark  to  the  Kirk  on 
ryting  the  bell  and  mending  the  comunion  tables  7lb  10s  0  : 
— For  mending  the  calsey  at  Mr  Wm  Oliphants  yett  4lb 
11s  0. 

4  June  ;  A  printed  paper  was  red  an  intimat,  appoyinting 
a  fast  to  be  keipt  on  wedinsday  next  the  7  of  June  instant  for 
the  Kings  navie  against  the  hollanders, — which  was  keipt. 

9  July;  This  day,  beforenoone  a  printed  paper  was  red  out 
of  the  pulpet  ordaining  in  the  Kings  name  a  publict  thanksgiv- 
ing to  be  keipt  on  thursday  next  the  13th  July  instant  for 
the  Victorie  gotten  be  the  Kings  navie  over  the  hollanders — 
whch  was  solemnlie  keipt. 

6  Aug. ;  This  day  compeirt  andro  walker  sone  to  george 
walker,  before  the  Kirk  session,  and  gave  in  a  supplication 
in  name  and  for  Jonet  Mitchell  his  mother  who  yrin  desyres 
libertie  to  have  a  seat  joi/ned  to  the  northend  of  yl  Cra- 
dle in  the  Kirk  situat  on  the  westsyde  of  the  pidpit,  and  bound 
it  betwixt  the  seat  appertaining  to  thomas  an  andro  Mit- 
chell, hendrie  and  edward  Douglass  yr  ivyves  seat  on  the 
icest,  and  Pittencrieff  seat  on  ye  north,56 — To  be  sitten  in  and 
possest  be  her  and  hers  in  tyme  coming,  qlk  desyre  the  session 
granted  to  and  ordaint  this  yr  act  to  be  made  yrupon,  and 
the  sd  andro  gave  29  shillings  money  scott  to  the  use  of  the  poor. 

1 0  Sept. ;  A  fast  was  intimat  to  be  keeped  on  Wednesday 
next  the  13  of  this  instant,  for  the  plague  of  pestilence  in  Eng- 
land,51 and  the  unseasonable  weather  now  in  harvest,  which 
was  keipt. 

1666. 
1  7  Jan. ;  Mr.  William  Peirson  was  admitted  minister  of 
the  Kirk  of  Dunfermline,  and  Mr  Walter  bruce  minister  of 
Innerkeithing  preached  at  his  admission. 

56  There  were  several  ' '  cradles ' '  in  the  auld  kirk.  They  appear  to  have 
been  blights  or  square  spaces  furnished  with  seats ; — the  cradle  here  al- 
luded to  was  situated  between  the  pulpit  and  the  porch  door. 

37  This  "plague  of  pestilence  in  England"  refers,  we  presume,  mor 
particularly  to  what  is  now  known  as  "  the  great  plague  of  London1' - 
in  1665,  when  about  70,000  persons  died  within  3  months. 
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4  March ;  Mr.  Kay  minr  was  presented  to  the  Kirk  of  Stow. 

2  April ;  Disbursements; — Item,  to  ro1,  shorties  and  Ka- 
therin  hutson  his  wyf  for  yr  paines  taken  on  ny^or  andro 
2  lib.  18s.  and  y*  for  the  fair  1st   march  last. 

23  April;  Disbursement: — Item,  to  James  Smith  wry1 
for  flooring  of  the  pulpit  and  fr  its  forebroad,  3  lib.58 

8  July;  This  day,  a  fast  was  intimat  to  be  keipt  on  wed- 
enday  nixt  for  praying  for  a  good  sucess  to  the  Kings  name 
against  ye  h  oil  cinders,  whch  was  keipt. 

15  July;  James  Lamb  being  delated  for  being  out  of  the 
Kirk  on  the  sabbath  in  tyme  of  sermon,  he  being  fund  lying 
at  the  eist  cheek  of  the  porch  doore,  is  appointed  to  be  cited. 
(He  appeared  before  the  session  on  Aug*  5  and  was  ad- 
monished.) 

18  July ; — Mr  Thomas  Kinynmount,  was  admitted  minis- 
ter of  the  Kirk  of  Dunfermline,  and,  Mr  James  Lindsay, 
minister  of  Sawline  preached  at  his  admission. 

26  Aug.  ;  Andro  watson  and  Wm  belfrage  being  delated  for 
going  to  woods  to  seek  nutts,  on  the  sabbath ;  are  appointed  to 
be  cited. 

2  Sept. ;  This  day,  Andro  watson  and  Wm  belfrage,  being 
called  on  compeirit  and  confest  they  went  and  sought  nutts 
on  the  sabbath,  and  delated  those  who  were  with  ym ;  viz., — 
Peter  an  James  booth — Jo11  neish,  ro1  white,  James  shorties, 
Wm  belfrage,  James  Jonstoun,  Patrik  spens, — who  are  ap- 
pointed to  be  cited. — They  appeared  before  the  session  on 
Sept.  25th  when  "  they  were  ordered  to  sit  down  on  yr 
knees,  before  the  session  to  seik  pardon  of  God  of  yr  fault, — 
ivhich  they  did,  promising  not  to  doe  the  lyk  in  tyme  coming 
— they  were  admonished. 

1667. 
14  July  ;  The  Session  ratifies  the  former  acts  made  against 
masking  and  brewing  on  the  sabbath, — also,  against  persons 
vaiging  abroad,  sittin  or  walking,   idlie  on   the    streets,  or 
fields,  and  under  stairs  yt  clay. 

58  £3  Scots  or  5s.  Ster.,  the  forebroad  was  either  the  broad  on  which 
the  Bible  rested — or  the  board  over-head. 
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24  Oct.;  The  Session  being   convened   Mr  Wm   Pierson  , 
moderator, — It  is  tho*  fitt  that  the  comunion  be  celeb  rat  and  * 
given  in  the  midle  or  Iodic  of  the  Kirk,  the  second  and  third 
sabbaths  of  Nov.  next,  and  that  this  be  intimat  to  the  people 
the  next  sabbath, — whcl1  was  done,  and  the  comunion  given 
the  10  and  17  days,  the  said  month  of  Novr. 

30  Dec;  Disbursements; — Item, to  Mr  Wm  Walker  Doc- 
tor of  the  gramer  schoole,  in  prte  of  pey*  of  his  compt  given  in 
this  day  8  lib. : — Item,  to  Jo"  thomson  of  money  debursit  be 
him  for  wark  to  the  Kirk  conform  to  his  compt  4  lib.  4s.  Item, 
to  the  two  toun  officers  f1  yr  services  in  waiting  on  the  ses- 
sion 5  lib. 

1668. 

1  June ;  The  Session,  considering  the  necessitie  of  a  new 
loft  in  the  eist  end  of  the  church,  above  the  yle  qrin  the  co- 
munion was  wont  to  be  celebrat,  and  understanding  yl  yr  are 
severall  wrights  willing  to  undertak  the  said  wark,  doe  yrfore 
heirby  grant  ym  full  libertie  for  y*  effect — And  doe  comit 
unto  the  Ministers  with  consent  of  such  as  they  shall  call  of 
the  session  to  agrie  w*  such  men  as  they  shall  think  most  fit- 
ting for  yl  wark,  and  to  speak  w*  all  parties  concerned  as  to 
the  boundre  and  limits  for  y1  wark,  and  settle  upon  the 
most  convennt  terms  y*  the  same  may  be  finished  w*  all  con- 
venient speed.59 

1  Sep. ;  This  day,  compeired  before  the  Session,  Marione 
Dowe  an  helen  boost  and  confest  yr  scolding  an  cursing — 
they  are  rebuked,  and  enacted  y*  if  they  shall  be  fund  in  ye 
like  fault  againe  they  shall  make  public  satisfaction. 

10  Nov.;  It  is  tho*  fitt  a  thesaurer  be  chosen,  one  in  the 
toun,  and  one  in  the  Landwart  to  receave  and  keip  the 
moneys  belonging  to  the  Session,  and  that  they  be  comptable 
both  for  y1  recitts  and  disbursements,  Adam  Anderson  an 
James  mitchell  chosen  thesaurers. 

59  The  streets  of  Dunfermline  at  this  period  were  crowded  with  out- 
side stairs,  reaching  from  the  fronts  of  the  houses  on  both  sides 
nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  streets — leaving  a  narrow  passage  of  a  few 
feet  in  the  centre  as  a  highway. 
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1669. 

22  Feb. ; — The  ministers  and  session,  being  conveind,  the 
visitors  on  the  sabbath  being  inquyred,  delated,  marg*  Smert 
an  Isobel  Stevenson  browsters  for  mashing  on  the  sabbath, 
who  are  appointed  to  be  cited.  They  appeared  before  the 
session  on  March  9  and  were  admonished. 

22  July;  Christian  heriot,  Jonet  Keir  and  elspit  west- 
wood  in  ye  nethertoun,  who  being  found  guiltie  of  scolding 
and  slandering,  were  heirby  enacted  wth  yr  awne  consent  y* 
if  heireftir  they  or  any  of  ym  shall  be  fund  guiltie  of  this 
fault,  they  shall  be  content  to  tak  the  sackcloth  upon  ym  and 
be  publicklie  rebuked,  and  pey  such  penalties  as  the  session 
shall  modifie. 

1670. 

3  April ;  Intimation  being  made  this  day  before  noon  of 
a  contribution  for  the  swpplie  of  K Urn  amok  whch  was  brunt, 
to  be  collectit  the  nixt  sabbath,  it  is  recomendit  to  adam  an- 
derson  Wm  Smert,  edward  rutherfoord,  David  currie  an  Jon 
anderson  to  collect  the  same  ye  next  sabbath. 

10  April ;  The  collectors  of  the  contribution  for  Kilmar- 
nok reported  yl  they  had  collectit  about  32  lib.  10s.  which 
was  given  to  Mr  Wm  Peirson  minister  to  be  delyverit  to  the 
synod  at  S*.  Androis  for  them. 

3  October;  Qhlk  day,  Mr  William  peirson,  minister,  in 
name  and  at  the  desire  of  the  ry*  hono11  Sr  henrie  wardlaw 
of  pitreavie  preponed  to  the  elders  and  Kirk  session  being  yr 
convemed  w*  him,  that  the  roiome  or  dash  in  ye  kirk  whch  per- 
tain111 to  Eo*  Kellok  portioner  of  maistertoun,  situate  on  the 
north  side  wall  of  the  Kirk  beside  the  northeist  dore,  yrof, 
betwixt  Sr  william  shaivs  tomb  on  ye  ivest,60  and  jo11  potters 
wyfes  seat  on  the  eist,  should  be  approprate  an  belong  to  the 

60  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  fine  old  tomb  of  "  Maister  Wil- 
liam Schaw — maister  of  the  Kings  maison  wark  at  Dimfermling,"  ori- 
ginally stood  a  few  yards  to  the  west  of  Secretary  Robert  Pitcairn's 
tomb,  still  seen,  in  the  north-east  angle  of  the  auld  Kirk.  Shaw's  tomb 
was  removed  from  its  original  site  about  the  year  1793.  The  several 
portions  of  this  tomb — all  complete — are  to  be  seen  at  the  foot  of  the 
steeple.     They  ought  to  be  put  up  in  the  old  place  as  here  noted. 
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said  Sr  hemic  wardlaw  of  pitreavie  and  his  heirseftir,  in  re- 
spect y*  he  lies  bought  the  lands  of  mrtoun  whch  belonged 
to  the  said  Bo1. — Desyring  the  Sessions  consent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  said  rowine  or  seat, — To  and  in  favr  of  the  said 
Laird  of  Pitreavie  and  his, — Qhlk  desire,  the  session  tho*  it 
reasonable  and  assented  to — And  ordained  the  said  rowme  or 
seat  to  belong  to  the  said  Laird  of  Pitreavie  and  his  in  tyme 
coming,  excluding  all  utheris  thereaftir — And  this  present 
act  to  be  made  hereupon  in  future  memorie. 

27  Nov.;  Publict  intimation  was  made  of  a  contribution 
to  be  collectit  for  the  repairing  of  the  harberie  of  Dundee — 
(24  lib.  collected). 

1671. 

1 4  March  ;  Keport  is  made  be  adam  anderson,  that  he  and 
the  rest  of  the  collectors,  had  collectit  18  lib  or  yrby  for  the 
poore  scliollars,  the  roll  of  them  are  appointed  to  be  bro*  in. 

25  April ;  Compeirit  James  Bowman  in  Craigluscar  and 
desyrit  y*  the  half  of  y*  seat  situate  in  ye  Kirk  betwixt  Jonet 
peirs  seat  on  ye  eistand  if  place  of  publik  repentance,  on  the 
west,  my*  be  granted  to  marg*  broun  his  wyf,  to  be  possesit 
be  hir  heireftir,  Qhlk  the  session  granted.61 

1  May :  The  whole  roll  of  the  poore  schollers  being  bro* 
in,  the  money  collectit  for  them  extending  to  18  lib  or  yrby 
was  distribute  in  peying  of  yr  bygane  quarter  viz.  6s.  8d.  for 
ilk  quart1". 

10  Aug.  ; — It  is  reported  y*  mr  Bo1  Kay  was  heir  an  y* 
he  had  peyit  all  bygone  annuels  preceeding  witsunday  last 
for  the  200  merks  awand  be  him  to  the  session. 

1  Now. .— Jon  Chatto— Wm  Wry*— Jo11  hogan— James 
potter — James  boyd — David  Duncanson,  boyes,  being  delated 
for  playing  on  the  Sabbath,  were  recomendit  to  the  magis- 
trates. 

18  Deer.; — Appoints  y*  the  act  made  the  7th  of  August 
1646  against  masking  on  the  Sabbath,  be  intimate  the  nixt 
Sabbath, — which  was  done. 

61  At  this  period  "the  place  of  public  repentance"  was  somewhere 
in  "the  body  of  the  Kirk, "  and  in  front  of  the  pulpit. 

E 
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1672. 

27  Feby.;  The  Session,  Appoints  to  intimat  a  collect11  the 
next  Sabbath  to  be  collectit  the  Sabbath  yraftir/for  the  toun 
of  coupar  qhrn  many  horns  were  brunt,  wh  was  done. 

17  March;  Collected,  by  the  collectors  for  the  toun  of 
coupar  20  lib  or  yrby. 

25  June; — All  the  roll  of  the  poor  schollers  being  bro* 
in,  the  money  collectit  for  ym  was  distribute  in  peying  of  yr 
quart1"8  to  yr  teachers. 

7  Oct.: — The  Minister  and  elders  being  conveind  23  lib 
or  yrby  of  the  poors  money  was  taken  out  of  the  box  and 
given  to  be  distribute  to  the  ordinar  poor  in  ye  seurall  quartrs 
an  to  some  extraordinar,  conform  to  particulr  note  yrof. 

1 2  Dec. ; — Appoints  to  intimat  a  collection  for  ye  help  of 
some  poore  families,  the  ordinar  collectn  being  so  little,  y*  it 
is  not  able  to  doe  it. 

1673. 

1 1  Feb. ; — Appoints  to  cite  andro  wardlaw,  waker,  for 
bringing  home  a  lead  of  cloth  on  the  Sabbath; — 17  Feb.  an- 
dro wardlaw  compeird  and  confest  his  sin  in  bringing  home 
a.  lead  of  cloth  on  his  hors,  on  the  Sabbath,  an  being  found 
humbled  an  repentint  for  his  sin,  onlie  ordained  to  mak  his 
repentance  now  on  his  knees  before  the  Session  which  he 
did,  and  is  threatend  wth  publict  satisfaction  if  he  shall  be 
fund  in  the  lvk  fault  heireftir. 

17  Feb.;  At  this  tyme  Mr  Charles  Kay  sone  to  Mr  Ro* 
Kay  came  to  this  toun,  and  in  name  of  his  said  father  peyit 
the  200  inks  whch-  he  was  awand  to  the  session,  in  name 
of  the  poore  withall  bygone  anuels  yrof  and  receivit  a  dis- 
chairge. 

11  March;  Appoints  intimatn  to  be  nixt  sabbath  of  a 
contributn  to  be  collectit  for  Jo11  Kinghorne,  who  lies  2  hors's 
dead,  qrby  he  had /his  Lyveliehood,  and  recomends  to  Jn 
Stevenson,  Geo  stirk  and  ro*  stevenson  to  collect  this  the 
nixt  sabbath. 

30  March; — The  collectrs  fr  Jo11  Kinghorne  reported  y* 
they  had  collectit  about  20  merks  qhlk  was  given  to  him. 
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7  April; — Mr  Alexander  Monro  admitted  minister. 

7  July ; — Report  was  made  y*  the  toun  counsell  had  re- 
newit  yr  band  of  the  money  awand  be  them  to  the  Session, 
the  princple  sowme  being  now  1200  merks, — viz.  1000  mks 
awand  be  ym  before  to  the  Session,  the  amiel  rent  qrof  1  0 
yeirlie  peyit  to  the  Doctor  of  the  gramer  schooll  and  200 
merks  whch  was  awand  be  mr  ro*  Kay,  now  peyit,  the  anuel 
rent  qrof  is  yeirlie  peyit  to  the  mT  of  the  said  gramer  school], — 
Also,  yl  mr  Danid  Stirk  had  peyit  the  princpu  sowme  of  100 
lb,  whch  he  was  awand  to  the  Session,  with  all  bygone  ami1 
rents  yrof,  and  y*  George  stirk  weaver  had  borrowed  the 
said  100  lib  and  given  his  band  to  the  Session  yrfore. 

1674. 

26  April;  Patriot  Miller,  being  delated  an  called  on  for 
drunkiness,  this  day  compert,  before  the  Session,  and  not  being 
sensible  of  his  sin,  is  refert  to  the  magistrates  to  be  im- 
prisioned,  and  to  compeir  the  nixt  day. 

3d  May — Patrik  became  sensible  of  his  sin,  is  rebuked 
and  threatened. 

;  It  is  ordained,  anent  brides  and  bridegrooms  yl  if 

they  shall  not  come  on  the  day  of  yr  marriage  into  the  Kirk 
before  the  first  psalme  be  closed,  they  shall  jpey  1 2s. 
or  more  as  the  minsr  shall  please, — to  be  publictly  intimat — 
which  was  done. 

24  May; — Eeport  is  made  y*  Mr  Jo11  shaw  presbyt1'*'  clerk 
hade  receivit  a  rix  dollor  f  his  fie  for  this  Kirk,  and  y*  fr 
a  yeir, — viz.  fra  mairtymes  1672  to  mairtymes  1673.62 

8  Sept. ;  — This  day  William  Smart  gave  in  of  money 
gottin  be  the  severs  the  two  sabbaths  at  the  comunion  42 
lib. 

1675. 
10  Jan.;  This  day,  intimatnwas  made  of  a  contribute  to 
be  collectit  for  the  ransom  of  two  captives  ivt  the  turks,  named 
/miter  gibbieson  and  Jon  reid,  men  of  innerkeithing. 

62  The  annual  fee  or  salary  of  the  Presbytery  clerk  at  this  period  was 
one  Rixdollar,  4s.  6d. 
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10  Jan.  ;  Patrick  broun  in  touch  being  delated  for  carying  a 
lead  of  meill  on  ye  sabbath  is  appointed  to  be  cited — Com- 
peird  before  the  Session  on  17th,  when  he  confest  his  sin 
and  was  rebuked. 

4  April ;  Compeirt,  before  the  Session,  George  Currie  in 
priinros  and  desyrit  libertie  to  big  a  bak  stair  to  his  house  on 
the  north  syde  of  the  Kirkyaird,63  which  was  granted,  ffor 
whch  he  gave  30s.  to  the  poore. 

9  Sept.; — This  day,  the  ordinar  collection  at  the  Kirk 
doors,  extending  to  30  libs  being  given  in,  also  the  money 
collectit  at  the  comunion  extending  to  40  libs  or  yrby  being 
given  in  with  a  comp*  of  disbursements. 

1676. 

27  Feb. ;  Appoynt  to  intimat  the  next  Sabbath  yt  of  the 
ordinar  poore  who  shall  be  found  waiting  at  the  Kirk  dore 
on  the  Sabbath,  the  tyme  of  the  collecting  of  ye  alines,  shall 
not  get  yr  ordinar  almes  heireftir. 

16  April; — _  ^jort  was  made  be  the  magistrates  y*  they 
had  taken  securitie  off  ro1  bonar  and  Jo11  fledger  for  yr  satis- 
faction to  the  Kirk  discipline. 

17  April; — The  Session  being  convend  it  was  intimated 
wharin  tymes  bygone  many  poore  persons  of  diuers  sorts  both 
ordinar  an  extraordinar  abounded  an  were  oft  and  diuers 
tymes  supplied  and  helped  in  yr  present  necessities  an  sick- 
ness, so  y*  a  strict  acount  could  not  be  made  of  ordinar  col- 
lect118 an  Distributions. 

15  June;  This  day,  compeirt  Dauid  Dewar  of  Lassodie 
for  himself  and  in  name  of  ye  rest  of  his  friends  and  gave 
in  a  complaint  against  james  skinner,  litster,  and  Wm  bell 
spumnalcer  and  yr  wyves  for  incroaching  upon  the  bounds 
of  y1  buriall  place  before  the  blah  yet,  at' the  entrie  of  the  old 
Kirk,G4:  proving  yr  old  ry1  an  possession  yrof,  both  by  the 

63  George  Currie's  house  here  alluded  to  was  in  the  May  gate — south 
side  of  the  street — on  the  site  of  the  present  church  there. 

64  James  Skinner  is  here  designated  a  litster,  that  is,  a  dyer. — William 
Bell,  spurr-maker:  very  likely  this  was  the  last  spurr-maker  of  Dun- 
fermline.— "  The  Mack  yet "  appears  to  have  heen  the  old,  huge,  black 
d  )or  of  entry  into  the  "  Sythar  Kirkyard;  "  it  stood  near  the  eastmost 
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register  of  the  dead  and  honest  old  men  compelling  this  day, 
viz.  James  Oman,  Thomas  stannous,  and  Wm  Cant,  and  de- 
syrit  libertie  to  pat  up  ane  monument  or  thro1  stone  yron, 
in  memorie  of  the  dead  past  and  to  come  for  preserving  of 
yr  bounds  yr,  and  y*  the  said  James  skinner  and  Wm  bell  and 
yr  wyves  and  all  utheris  may  be  dischairged  yrfrae  heireftir. 

25  June; — It  is  recomenditto  adam  anderson  an  Laurence 
Thomson  to  visit  the  thro6  and  head  stanes,  and  to  mak  a  note 
of  those  who  lies  not  peyit  for  yr  libertie  yrof,  y*  they  may 
'be  cited. 

4  July;  Anent  the  500  merks  left  to  the  poore  be  umqle 
Jo11  Drysdail,  It  is  recomendit  to  the  session  to  try  and  look 
his  testament  how  y*  money  should  be  disposed  upon. 

8  August; — This  day  the  Session  having  seen  Jo11  Drys- 
daills  confirmed  testament  bro*  in  to  ym  be  Jonet  burn  his 
relict,  Qlk  mentions  thus;  viz.  that  the  said  Jo11  leaves  to 
the  toun  and  burgh  of  Dunfermline  for  the  use  of  the  comon 
good  yrof,  the  soume  of  400  merks  Scotts  money,  restand  be 
James  mercer  of  Kirkland  be  band,  and  the  soume  of  100 
merks  money  for  sd  restand  to  him  be  george  stirk  weaver 
in  whitefield  of  Pittencrieff  be  hand, — The  said  toun  or  burgh 
alwayes  peying  dewly  to  the  Kirk  session  of  Dunferm- 
line the  ordinar  annuel  rent  of  the  said  two  soumes  yeirlie, 
and  the  annuel  rent  to  be  employed  and  laid  forth  be  ym  for 
mentainance  and  holding  of  poore  schollers  at  schools.65 

20  August;  Appoint  y1  Thomas  huton  shall  come  before 
the  pulpett  quh11  he  shall  be  called,  for  to  mak  his  repentce 
for  his  lounly  behavio1-  w*  Jonet  fairlie. 

19  Oct. ;  Mr  Alexander  Dunbar  was  admitted  minister  of 
Dunfermline  be  Mr  Jo11  shaw  minister  of  Carnock,  who  yn 
preached. 

8  Nov. ;  Mr  John  Balneve  was  admitted  minister  of  this 
Kirk  be  Mr  Jo11  Birnet  minister  of  Culros  who  yn  preached. 

'buttress  north  side,  and  it  is  likely  that  styr  wyves"  were  bleaching 
their  claith  over  the  graves — a  then  common  practice. 

65  The  500  merks,  or  £27  15s.  6§d.,  bequeathed  by  John  Drysdah  of 
the  Xetherton  for  teaching  poor  scholars,  "  has  long  since  been  lost 
sight  of."  See  Dr.  Chalmers'  Hist.  Dunf.,  p.  447;  Fernie's  Hist. 
Dunf.,p.  50. 
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1677. 

10  April ;  This  day,  report  was  made  of  agnes  drysdaUl 
for  masking  on  the  Sabbath,  and  Wm  burley  an  andro  han- 
nan  for  steiring  the  pat  to  her,  who  are  appointed  to  be 
cited. 

22  April ;  Agnes  Drysdail  being  on,  compeirt,  who  boldlie 
affirmed  she  did  mask  on  the  sabbath,  and  tho1  it  no  sin, — 
The  Session  is  to  advise  anent  her  censure — on  10  July  she 
is  referred  to  the  presbytery,  and  on  the  17th  to  the  magis- 
trates. 

31  July;  Compeirit  Wm  burley,  who  confest  his  fault  in 
steering  the  pat  to  angnes  DrysdaUl  on  ye  sabbath  at  ny* 
and  evidenced  his  repentance  on  his  knees,  iff  ore,  before  the 
Session,  promising  not  to  doe  the  lyk  heireftir. 

1 8  Deer. ;  This  day,  it  being  declaired  y1  one  Marg*  reid 
bro*  forthe  a  childe  in  Innerkeithing  begottin  in  fornication 
in  this  paroch — appoynts  a  note  to  be  written  an  given  to 
the  minister  of  Innerkeithing  to  cause  her  to  compeir  heir. 

25  Deer.; — This  day,  comperit  andro  currie  an  Marg1 
Douglas  his  wyf  in  gellet,  an  bessie  currie  yr  dochter  an  gave 
in  a  bill  of  complaint  against  Isobel  cuper,  spous  to  ro*  burn 
yr,  for  slandering  ym,  viz. — in  calling  the  said  andro  a  war- 
lok,  and  his  sd  wyf  a  witch  an  yr  dochter  a  theef  in  stealing 
bolls  and  firlotts,  an  gave  up  henrie  Smeton,  Wm  Donaldson, 
ro*  ffyf  an  Jonet  ro*son  yr  witnes's  an  consign*  2  mks,  the 
session  appoynt  to  cite  ym  all  to  the  next  Thursday.66 

1678. 

8  Jany. ;  This  day,  Isobel  cuper  found  guiltie,  and  is  or- 
dered to  come  before  the  pulpet  to  testifie  her  repentce  the  nixt 
sabbath  for  the  f  orsaid  odious  slander,  utered  be  hir  against 
hyr  n)Ttboors  an  to  pey  6  lib,  And  the  sd  Isobel  is  appoyntit 
to  satisfie  an  obey  as  is  before  written  and  to  find  cation  for 
y*  effect,  ffor  whch  alexr  heart,  became  cation — on  20th  Jany. 
Isobel  stood  before  the  pulpet  testifying  her  repentance. 

31  Jany.;  This  day  joatrick  hall,  gave  in  of  money  col- 

66  The  day  of  Warlocks  and  Witches  lingered  long  in  Dunfermline — 
it  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  down  to  1748. 
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ectit  be  him  an  andro  mayne,  extending  to  23  lib  or  yThj, 
qhlk  was  all  distribute  to  the  poore. 

10  March  ;  Public  intimation  was  made  this  day  eftir  ser- 
mon of  a  contribut11  for  the  men  of  montrose,  taken  in  captive 
be  the  turks,  to  be  collectit  the  next  sabbath. 

16  April;  This  day,  Jo11  Thomson  Kirk  officer  peyit  6  libs, 
of  rent  for  ane  year — viz, — from  candlemas  1677  to  candlemas 
1678,  and  y*  the  princple  sowme  of  100  lib  scotts  awand  be 
him  to  the  session  in  name  of  the  poor. 

18  Sepfr. ;  Mr  Robert  Norie,  was  admitted  minister  of  this 
Kirk  be  Mr  Daniel  Lauther  minister  of  Innerkeithing  who  yn 
preached. 

1  Deer.  ;  The  session  having  recevand  securitie  in  peyment 
of  the  500  merks  left  be  Jo11  Drysdaill — viz,  James  Lindsey 
of  Cavill  having  givin  in  his  band  for  200  mks  yrof,  whch 
was  put  into  the  boxe,  and  James  mercer  of  Kirkland,  having 
now  peyit  200  mks  of  the  same,  whch  with  the  100  mks 
peyit  be  ro*  stirk,  makand  yrby  300  mks,  was  lent  forth,  be 
consent  of  the  session  to  James  Moutrey  of  Roscobie,  who  w* 
his  sone  gave  yr  band  yrof,  which  was  put  in  the  boxe. 

18  Deer.;  This  day  was  keipt  for  a  generall  publict  fast 
f r  prayer  for  the  King  against  his  foes  and  enemies. 

1679. 

20  April; — This  day,  eftir  the  forenoons  sermon  publict 
advertisement  was  made  to  all  those  who  are  awand  to  the 
session  fr  yr  libirtie  in  placing  and  putting  on  yr  thro*  an 
head  stanes  in  the  kirk  yaird,  to  come  to  adam  anderson  an 
pey  the  same  as  it  was  ordained  before. 

13  July ;  This  day,  the  session  considering  the  gellets 
eister  and  y*  quartr  of  the  paroch  to  qrin  it  lyes,  is  so  far 
remot  from  the  toun  y1  the  children  yr  cannot  convenientlie 
come  to  be  educated  at  the  publict  school, — And  patrik 
mudi  having  compeird  this  day  before  ym  and  desired  liber- 
tie  to  set  up  a  school  at  the  said  gellets  fr  teaching  ym  yr, — 
Therefore  the  said  Session  finding  him  qualified  have  tho* 
good  to  authorize  and  by  act  of  session  to  license  him  to  hold 
a    school   and   teach    children  in  y1  quart1' — conform  to  his 
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desire,  provyding  always  y*  he  live  order,y  and  regularly  as 
become  ane,  in  such  a  station. 

1 7  Now. ;  This  day,  Wm  Smart,  jerom  come  an  patrik 
hall  collectors  for  the  poor,  gave  in  of  mony  collectit  be  them, 
by  &  attor  a  compt  of  yr  Disbursements,  26  lib.  9s.  qlk  was  all 
distribut  to  the  poore  this  day. 

1680. 
8  Febry. ;  It  is  declaird  be  Mr  Jo11  balneve  minister  y* 
James'  Moutrie  of  Kescobie  and  his  sone  had  peyt  1 2  lib  of 
anuel  rent  for  ane  yeir — viz.  from  Martymes  1678  to  Marty- 
mes  1679,  and  yt  for  the  principle  sowme  of  300  mks,  awand 
be  ym  to  the  session  in  name  of  the  poor  qlk,  he  delyverit  to 
the  Session,  an  was  put  in  the  boxe. 

1 8  April ;  It  being  reported  be  Jo11  Thomson  y*  he  had 
cited  those  who  bad  not  peyit  for  yr  thro1  an  head  stanes,  to 
come  an  pey,  and  the  session  finding  y*  none  came  appnts 
the  last  act  made  1 1  April  last  to  be  intimat  out  of  pulpet 
the  next  sabbath  w*  certification,  if  they  doe  not  come  to  adeem 
anderson,  collector  of  the  same  and  pey,  yr  said  stones  will  be 
lifted,  removed  or  demolished. 

;  This  day,  comp1  anna  baxter  in  Mrtoun  and  gave 

in  a  bill  of  complaint  against  James  Sim  yr,  f r  slandering  her 
an  calling  her  vyle  whoor — hot  whoor — ill-faced  whoor,  and 
consign1  2  mks,  the  bill  being  red,  the  session  appoynts  to  cite 
the  sd  James,  and  the  witnes's — viz.  James  Stannous,  Thomas 
Cunan,  Marg*  Durie — on  May  2d  they  all  compered. — James 
was  found  guilty  and  censured. 

2  May  ; — Jonet  burn  in  Myrend,  being  cited  for  slander- 
ing ceseill  Drysdaill  yr  being  called  on,  did  not  compr. — The 
witnes's — viz,  Jonet  primros — helen  Donaldson  an  bessie 
anderson,  being  cited  and  called  on  compeir*,  who  being 
examinat,  severly  deponit  as  follows — viz,  Jonet  primros 
deponit  yt  Jonet  burn  called  the  sd  ceseill  yeld  son — an 
witchbird  ; — helen  Donaldson  deponit  yt  she  called  hir  witch 
bird  ; — bessie  anderson  depons  yt  she  called  her  witch  gate  ; 
appoints  to  cite  ye  sd  Jonet  burn  ; — 11th  May  Jonet  com- 
pered, and  confesses  her  fault,  and  is  ordained  to  pey  20  lib 
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scotts  to  the  poors  use  and  is  appoynted  to  ask  of  god  for- 
giveness, and  efter  to  ceseill,  wh  she  did. 

13  Augt.  ;  Disbursements: — Item,  to  Eo*  anderson  church 
clerk  in  p*  of  his  tie  6  lib : — Item,  to  Jo11  Thomson  church 
officer  5  lib.  Item,  to  aleaf  innes  and  rol  Dewar  town  officers 
fr  yr  service  to  the  kirk  3  lib : — Item,  to  ro*  strachan  under- 
beddel  1  lib.  10s. 

22  AagL;  Appoints  to  cite  Thomas  Cupar  in  the  newraw 
to  pey  the  100  lib  of  principle  wth  the  bygone  anu1  rent  yrof, 
awand  be  him  to  the  session  in  name  of  the  poor. 

1681. 

27  March; — This  day  the  moderatrs  shewcl  an  act  of  the 
secret  connsell  in  print  appoynting  a  contribut11  to  be  collectit 
throw  all  the  Kirks  of  this  Kingdom  for  the  brig  of  Innerness, 
— It  is  tho*  fitt  that  this  be  intimat  the  next  sabbath,  to  be 
collectit  the  sabbath  following — on  10  April  13  lib  2s  was 
collectit  and  sent  to  Innerness. 

3  April;  The  Session  finding  nothing  but  shifts  and 
delays  anent  Thomas  Cnper,  his  pey*  of,  or  giving  securitie 
for  the  money  awand  be  him  to  ym  in  name  of  the  poor  ap- 
points  his  band  to  be  taken  out  of  the  box  and  registrat  and 
it  is  tho*  fitt  y*  andrew  simson  town  clerk  be  spoken  for  this 
effect. — 8th  May;  It  is  reported  y*  Thomas  cupers  band  is 
registrat  an  letters  of  horning  raised  yrupon  and  y*  he  had 
gott  in  a  chairge. 

17  May ;  Mr  Simon  Cuper  was  admitted  minstr  of  this 
kirk  be  Mr  harie  Chrystie  ministr  of  Kinros  who  y11  preached. 

17  June; — James  boost  having  given  in  supplictnfor  help 
to  buy  a  hors  for  the  supplie  of  himself  an  poor  familie — The 
session  gave  10  lib  to  him  this  day  out  of  the  boxe  till  the 
penalties  come  in. 

18  Septr. ;  This  day  andro  Donaldson  in  Drumtuthil 
peyit  40s.  f r  the  libertie  of  his  thro*  stone  in  the  Kirkyaird 
whch  40s.  was  delyverit  to  Jo11  neish  collect1". 

1682. 

1 9  Feby. ;  The  moderat1"  (Mr  Eol  Norie)  having  producit 
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ane  act  and  order  of  the  secret  couns1  giving  warrand  for  a 
voluntar  contribution  to  be  collectit  in  favour  of  Jo11  riddell 
merchand  in  Edinr,  Distrest  by  great  losses  at  sea  and  cau- 
tionnie — The  session  think  fitt  y*  this  act  be  red  publicklie  the 
next  sabbath,  and  intimation  be  made  of  the  contributn  to  be 
collectit  heir  ye  sabbath  yreftir. 

9  April;  The  Session  peyit  to  Mr  Wm  hay  schoolmr  10 
mks  and  to  Mr  peter  Kennedie  Doctor  5  mks  for  a  yeir  by- 
gone— viz,  fra  witsonday  1681  to  witsonday  1682  of  the 
annue1  rent  of  the  money  mortified  be  umqh1  Jo11  Drysdaill 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  schollers. 

4  May ;  Disbursement :  Item,  4  lib.  4  s.  was  taken  out  of 
the  boxe  and  given  to  a  grecicm,  called  Franciscus  Polloni. 

10  Septr.;  This  day  compeirit  James  Cunnyngham  in  sak- 
cloth  an  upon  his  knees  confest  his  heinous  sin  of  adulterie 
w*  agnes  Cunnyngham,  they  having  been  fugitive  an  lyen  in 
y1  sin  several  yeirs  bygone — The  Session  app,lfc  him  to  stand 
everie  sabbath  at  the  Jcirlc  dore,  betwixt  the  2  and  3  bell,  in 
salcdoth,  bareheaded  and  barelygit,67  and  so  yreftir  to  come 
to  the  publict  place,  for  the  space  of  ane  half  yeir,  accord- 
ing to  the  order,  testifying  his  repentce  till  he  be  receivd. — 
James  steward  cordiner  became  cautn  for  his  obedience,  The 
said  agnes  Cunnyngham  being  called  on  comperit  also  in 
sakcloth  and  upon  hir  knees  confest  her  heynous  sin  of  adul- 
terie commit*  w*  ye  sd  James,  The  session  appoint  her  to 
satisfie  as  is  before  written — And  discharging  ym  both  of 
farder  company. 

1683. 
26  April ; — This  day  the  Session  having  received  a  new 
great  byble  for  the  use  of  this  Kirk,  from  andro  simson  clerk 
who  bro1  ye  same  out  of  Holland,  the  pryce  qhrof  being  50 
mks — and  the  session  gave  out  to  him  this  day  20  lib  in 
part  peyA68 

67  Such  degrading  exhibitions  carries  us  back  to  the  13  and  14  cen- 
turies, when  the  Abbots  of  Dunfermline  were  wont  to  receive  "  the  re- 
signation of  their  vassals  sitting  on  their  knees  testifying  all  due  humility. " 
(See  Regist.  de  Dunf.) 

68  It  is  probable  that  this  " great  byble"  is  not  now  in  existence. 
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20  May ;  The  rex  doller  and  lyg  doller  consignt  be  Jo11 
thomson  and  isobell  turnbull  were  shaken  out  (of  the  box) 
for  y1  not  performance  of  marriage. 

;  The  same  day,  the  Session  gave  out  2  lyg  dollers 

to  patrik  mudie  in  gellet,  for  learnin  poor  schollars, — also  1 
lib.  4s.  to  elspit  cusine  for  ye  lyk  paines. 

9  Septr.;  This  day,  the  session  peyit  to  andro  simson  20 
merks  in  comp1*  peyment  of  the  50  merks  for  the  new  byble. 

29  Novr. ;  Jo11  thomson  wry*  in  pittencrieff  being  delated 
for  sawing  Daills  on  ye  sabbath,  is  appointd  to  be  cited.09 

1 3  Deer. ;  Jo11  Thomson  being  called  on,  compeirt  an  con- 
test his  sin  in  sawing  Daills  on  ye  Sabbath,  to  be  a  dead 
kist, — he  is  ordained  to  acknowledge  his  sd  sin  the  nixt  sab- 
bath publictlie  before  ye  cngregation  an  to  testifie  his  repen- 
tce  stood  before  the  congregation  on  Dec1".  1 6. 

1684. 

1 8  May  ;  The  session  ordaines  y*  parents  shall  restraine  yr 
little  an  young  children  from  running  up  an  doun  on  the 
streets  on  the  Lords  day  in  tyme  or  eftir  sermons  and  keip 
ym  wMn  dores  oyrwayes,  if  they  shall  transgresse  herein,  The 
parents  are  to  ansr  an  to  be  censured  for  yr  children — The 
session  appointd  this  to  be  intimat  the  next  sabbath  whch 
was  done. 

22  June; — The  secret  counsell  act  appoynting  a  cntribu- 
tion  to  be  collectit  throw  this  Kingdome  for  Kelso  whch  is 
lately  brunt,  was  publictly  red  an  intimat  to  be  collectit  heir. 

1 9  Octr. ;  This  day  the  session  grants  to  Marg*  belfrage 
spous  to  Jo11  mayne  in  Millhill  to  sit  in  y*  seat  under  the 
pillar  of  repentce  wch  prtenit  to  James  birrells  wyf. 

Mr.  Andrew  Simson,  Town-Clerk  of  Dunf.,  appears  to  have  been  in 
Holland — bought  it — and  brought  it  over  ;  he  is  instantly  paid  20  lib. 
(30  merks)  to  account,  the  balance  of  20  merks  paid  on  9th  September. 
69  Pittencrieff  in  1683  consisted  of  a  few  scattered,  thatched,  one- 
storey  cots — "  a  fit  road"  to  them,  crossed  the  back  burn  and  went  up 
the  steep  banks  on  the  west,  nearly  opposite  to,  and  in  a  line  with  the 
May  gate  ;  another  "fit  road"  crossed  the  burn  over  to  Pittencrieff, 
nearly  in  a  line  with  the  present  Bridge  Street,  but  at  a  point  about  50 
feet  below  the  level  of  this  street. 
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1685. 

29  J  any. ;  Report  is  made  be  the  mod1"  that  he  had  de- 
lyverit  400  inks  5s.  collectit  heir  fr  Kelso  wch  was  burnt,  to 
the  collectors  appoyntit  an  received  a  dischairge  yrof. 

19  April; — Mr.  Rob*  Norie,  modr  gave  in  7,  14s-  pieces  of 
charitie  given  be  my  Lord  Drumond,  (a  schollar,)  to  the  poore, 
all  put  into  the  box. 

This  day  the  session  gave  Mr  patrik  Dykes  schoole- 

mr  10  merks,  and  to  Mr  peter  Kenneday  Doctor  5  mks.  of 
the  ann1  rent  pey1^  be  rescobie,  for  teaching  of  poor  schollers, 
— givn  to  patrick  mudie  in  gellet  40s.  scotts  for  yt  use. 

13  Septr. ; — This  day  the  moderator  gave  in  8  lib.  8s. 
givin  in  charitie  to  the  poore  be  my  Lord  Drumond  and  the 
rest  of  the  nobles  who  are  schollers,70  and  y1  for  the  last  sab- 
bath and  all  proceedings. 

22  Octr. ;  This  day  the  Moderator  having  declaired  that 
the  gentlemen  and  herietors  did  agree  to  elect  and  choose 
George  chalmers  &  patrik  Anderson  Belmen  and  officers  of 
this  kirk, — The  session  also  consents  and  agrees  thereto. — 
The  said  two  officers,  compelling  and  promising  all,  dutifull 
services, — The  session  delivered  to  them  the  keys  of  the  Kirk 
doors,  and  buriall  places,  and  the  four  silver  cups  for  the 
comunion; — and  four  for  baptism  clothes,  to  be  keeped  in  cus- 
todie  of  the  sd  george  chalmers, — Appointing  also  the  box  to 
be  in  custodie  of  Mr  Simon  coupar  minister. 

5  Novr. ;  The  session  appoints  Robert  peirson  to  male  a 
barrow  for  transporting  Marion  M'oiven  out  of  this  parish,71 

26  Novr.;  This  day  there  was  given  to  David  chrystie 
fiftieeight  shillings  for  making  Marion  M'oiven  a  dead  Cist. 


70  This  shows  that  Dunfermline  Grammar-school  had  been  attended 
by  children  of  the  nobility,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  in  after 
days  they  gave  such  substantial  proofs  of  their  remembrance  of  it. 

71  This  is  evidently  a  harsh  act.  Mary  M'Owen,  perhaps  not  a  native 
of  the  parish,  is  found  to  be  in  a  dying  state.  In  order  to  hurry  her  out 
of  the  parish  the  Session  orders  a  barroAv  to  be  made  to  transport  her 
out  of  their  bounds,  and  thus  let  her  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  other 
parish.  In  3  weeks  afterwards,  instead  of  being  put  into  a  barrow,  she 
is  put  into  her  "  dead  Cist"  and  yeardit : — (read  articles  against  dates 
Nov.  5  and  Nov.  26). 
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1686. 

14  March;  This  day — Item,  peyit  to  Robin  gib  a  poor 
man  whoose  money  was  stollen  at  the  late  fair,  to  help  him  to 
buy  ane  hors,  three  Rex  dollars. 

;  John  Broun  w*  his  wife  are  appointed  to  enter  the 

pillory  the  next  sabbath  day,  because  of  their  fornicat11  before 
marriage. 

21  March;  Item,  given  to  James  stobbie,  fortie  shillings 
to  help  to  cure  a  sore  leg. 

4  April; — Item,  given,  for  stopping  ane  old  entry,  In  the 
old  steeple,  half  a  leg  Dollar.7'2 

15  Augt. ; — This  day  yr  was  given  to  Agnes  Broun  three 
pound  ten  shillings  for  the  trying  of  the  woman  who  was 
suspected  to  be  the  mother  and  the  murderer  of  ane  young 
child  which  was  found  a  little  before  this  tyme  about  the 
parks  of  pitreavie. 

5  Septr.; — Item,  given  to  James  Colyier,  for  making  a 
pair  of  calmes  for  casting  tickets  for  the  communicants  1 
lib.  2s. 

12  Deer.;  This  day  master  simon  Couper  institute  first 
minister  of  the  kirk  of  Dunfermline,  ane  edict  was  red  this 
day  from  the  pulpet  after  divine  service  by  Mr  Thomas  Mar- 
shall ministr  of  Carnock. 

19  Deer. ;  This  day,  Harie  Elder  gave  in  twelve  pound  of 
ami1  rent  payd  be  the  Laird  of  Roscobie  to  the  session  wch 
money  was  ordained  to  be  givin  to  the  mr  and  doctor  of  the 
gramer  schoole,  and  the  schoolmaster  in  the  landwart  for 
teaching  the  poor  scholars  wthin  this  paroch. 

;  This  day,  it  was  reported  to  the  session  y*  yr  were 

many  poor  schoollers  att  the  schools  in  the  landwart  }rt  ye 
parents  was  able  enough  to  pay  yr  quarter  payments,  yrfor? 

72  Previous  to  1686  the  Clock  -house  and  bartisan  of  the  north  or  pre- 
sent steeple  were  reached  b}*  a  stair  from  the  old,  or  south  steeple.  This 
year  (1686)  the  old  steeple  entry  is  closed,  and  a  new  one  opened  up 
from  near  the  west  end  of  the  pavement  of  the  Kirk  in  a  zig-zag  way  to 
the  bottom  of  the  large  west  window  (under  what  was  called  the  scholars 
laft) ;  from  thence  a  new  entrance  was  struck  out  of  the  solid  wall  into 
the  steeple.  The  old  tower  fell  in  1807,  was  re-built  in  1809— (the  old 
way  to  the  clock-house  and  bartisan  was  lately  re-opened). 
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it  is  thought  fit  y*  no  poor  scholler  be  received  in  any  school 
within  the  paroche  before  they  inform  the  session  of  the 
same,  y*  they  may  be  entered  by  yr  consent,  and  ordains  this 
yr  act  to  be  made  yranent. 

1 9  Deer.  ; — This  day  the  schoolmasters  both  in  toun  and 
Land  wart  were  ordained  to  come  to  the  session  on  the  thurs- 
day  therafter  in  order  to  receeve  the  money  for  the  teaching 
the  poor  scholars,  and  to  bring  a  list  of  all  ther  names  with 
them  y*  non  may  be  keept,  as  poor,  but  those  the  session  ap- 
point. 

23  Dec;  This  day,  master  patrick  Dykes  schoolmaster  pro- 
duced ane  act  of  counsell  Dischargeing  all  uther  schools  in 
the  toun  except  those  who  have  a  particular  order  and  license 
from  the  toun  counsell,  by  wh  act  the  session  tho*  fit  y*  non 
of  the  money  mortifyed  for  the  teaching  of  the  poor  should 
be  given  to  any  within  toun  but  to  the  6^  mr  and  his  doctor, 
but  rather  y1  they  should  give  them  something  out  of  the 
box  who  taught  private  schools. 

;  Same  day,  William   Donaldson   &   patrik   mudie 

gave  in  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  poor  scholers  at  yr  schools 
qch  was  ordaind  to  be  considered  whether  or  not  they  might 
be  allowd  to  stay  att  those  schools  as  poor  scholers,  or  kept 
at  the  sd  schools  by  yr  parents. 

;  Same  day,  Mr  patrick  Dykes  schoolmaster  received 

from  the  session  20  merks  for  the  teaching  the  poor  within 
the  burgh,  also  mr  peter  Kenidie  doctor  of  the  school  received 
1 0  merks  for  that ;  same  day,  patrick  mudie  and  William 
Donaldson  received  16  lib.  10  shillings  to  be  divided  equallie 
betwixt  them  for  teaching  the  poor  in  the  landwart. — Item, 
given  to  Mr  James  Huton  a  schoolmaster  att  pitfirren  3  lib. 
10s.  for  teaching  some  poor  scholers  who  was  not  near  uther 
school ;  Item,  given  to  James  Lamb,  who  keeps  a  school  in 
the  toun  2  lib.  18s. 

1687. 
30  Jan. ;  This  day,  it  was  reported  to  the  Session  y*  James 
Mastertoun  and  James  Collier  had  gon  and  caused  irregular 
the  church  and  both  being  summond  to  compeir  before  the 
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minister  baptize  their  children  qch  is  contrar  to  the  lawes  of 
Session  this  day,  were  called  on,  but  did  not  compeir,  both 
are  apointed  to  be  summoned  called  13  Feb.  but  did  not 
compeir, — called  on  19  Feb.  and  also  did  not  compeir — they 
are  referred  to  the  presbyterie. 

17  April;  This  day  Mr  patrick  Dykes  schoolmaster  re- 
ceived from  the  Session  10  merks  for  the  Keeping  the  Kirk 
registers  in  the  vacancie  of  the  clerk — viz.  betwixt  the  death 
of  Mr  Robert  Anderson  late  clerk  till  the  entrie  of  his  suc- 
cessor John  Chrystie. 

1  May; — Item,  given  to  Janet  Inglish  a  blind  woman 
in  the  newra  10s.: — to  Agnes  Ritchison  a  sick  woman,  10 
shillings,  to  David  Cunnan  in  Mastertoun  to  help  to  pay 
his  wifes  dead  kist,  half  a  dollar. 

15  May; — This  day  the  modr  and  Elders  of  the  Session 
having  been  supplicat  by  marg*  Bell  for  some  assistance  from 
ym  for  the  reparation  of  the  great  loss  she  sustained  by  the 
burning  of  hir  house,  and  most  par1  of  all  hir  goods,  yrfore, 
they  ordain  y*  intimation  be  made  from  the  pulpit  the  next 
Lords  day,  for  a  general  collection  through  the  whole  paroch 
for  the  help  of  the  scl  poor  woman,  to  be  collected  by  the 
elders  in  ther  severall  quarters  and  brought  in  to  the  Session 
as  soon  as  convenience  can  allow  them.73 

17  July ;  This  day,  the  Session  allowed  Andrew  Curror, 
wright  40  p.  Scots  for  making  and  placing  the  stoups  at  the 
two  Kirkyaird  stiles,  for  the  keepiny  out  of  beasts  from  the 
Kirkyaird?^ 

73  Great  fires  frequently  occurred  in  Dunfermline  previous  to  the 
"beginning  of  last  century.  Then,  the  upper  portions  of  the  houses 
were  constructed  of  timber,  and  not  unfrequently  thatched  with 
straw. 

74  From  this  it  would  seem  that  there  were  no  "  dores,  gaits,  or 
yetts  "  at  the  Kirk  stiles  at  this  period;  the  two  Kirkyard  stiles  were 
situate  thus  : — one,  and  the  principal  one,  at  the  beginning  of  St. 
Catherine's  Wynd,  on  the  site  of  the  present  modern  erection ;  the 
second  stile  was  at  the  foot  of  St.  Catherine's  Wynd,  in  the  Kirkyard 
wall,  opposite  the  entrance  way  down  to  St.  Catherine's  Chapel,  shown 
in  the  lithographic  view  lately  published  by  us.  These  stoups,  or 
stoops  of  wood,  were  to  be  erected  to  keep  cattle  from  grazing  in  the 
Kirkyard. 
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24  July; — This  day  was  payed  to  Mr  William  Mackie  in 
Lymkels  a  rex  doller  for  two  double  trees,  y*  was  gotten,  for 
the  helping  of  the  Kirk  stiles,  and  half  a  croun  to  the  masons 
y*  helped  at  the  stonework  of  ym  all  .qch  was  taken  out  of 
the  4  lib.  17s.  y*  was  collected  this  day,  by  Wm  Huton,  the 
rest  was  put  in  the  box. 

1688. 

9  Feb. ;  This  day,  there  was  a  eomplainte  made  to  the 
Session  that  yr  wer  many  idle  persons  in  the  town  icho  ne- 
glected the  service  of  God  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  committed 
many  abuses  in  the  time  of  divine  service,  in  drinking  in  ale 
houses,  and  in  vaiging  through  the  streets,  to  the  dishonour 
of  god  and  great  scandall  of  religion,  and  therefore  its  ordered 
y1  intimation  be  made  from  the  pulpit  that  those  scandalous 
abuses  be  amended,  &c. 

22  July  ;  It  being  considered  y*  the  Sacrament  of  ye  Lord 
hath  not  been  celebrate  of  a  long  time  in  this  church  and 
y*  now  it  is  a  fltt  time  for  the  administrating  of  ye  samen, 
it  was  resolved  y*  it  should  not  be  any  longer  be  delayed 
but  y*  ye  12  and  19  days  of  August,  should  be  the  time  of 
its  celebratn,  and  y1  intimatn  yrof  be  made  the  next  Lords 
day  from  ye  pulpet. 

20  Aug.;  Mr  Simon  Cowper  modr  the  elders,  being  fre- 
quently convened,  this  being  the  day  after  the  comunion. 
the  elders  who  collected  the  offerings  for  the  poor  aU 
the  Kirkdoor  and  at  the  comunion  table  gave  in  ther  col- 
lections consisting  in  haill  of  1 1 4  lib  of  qch  there  was  col- 
lected at  the  church  doar  by  Eobert  pierson  38  lib,  and  att 
the  comunion  table  76  lib  be  Andrew  Hall  qch  was  all  dis- 
tribute to  the  poor — Disbursements;  Item,  paid  the  school- 
master of  Dunduff  2  lib.  2s. : — Item,  to  John  Anderson,  for 
cleaning  the  Kirk,  1  lib.  8s. — Item,  to  every  one  of  ye  Kirk 
officers  2  lib.  16s.  Item,  to  the  precentor  for  his  extraordi- 
nary pains  14  lib.  10s. 

15  Nov. ;  The  Session  ordains  y*  groat  qc:h  was  weekly 
given  to  Augnes  Kichardson  owt  of  ye  collect11,  to  be  given 
to  Agnes  Kae,  she  being  one  of  ye  greatest  objects. 
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1689. 

17  March;  The  sd day  the  Session  ordains  y*  intimation 
be  made  from  the  pulpitt  the  next  Sabbath  for  a  contribut11 
to  be  collected  on  this  day  1 5  days  for  David  Smiths  familie 
in  netliir  Baith,  who  has  had  all  his  hors  and  catle  stolne,  and 
a  great  familie  of  children,  unable  to  doe  anything  for  them- 
selves, so  yl  they  ar  reduced  to  a  great  miserie  (on  7  April 
16  lib  17s.  8d.  Scots  collected  at  the  Kirk  stile  for  them). 

7  April, — Marg*  Barclay,  being  summoned  to  the  Session 
for  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  in  fighting  and  scolding  with  her 
neighbours,  compeared  and  was  admonished,  and  threatened 
y*  if  she  shall  be  fownd  in  the  like  fault  again,  y*  she  will 
be  proceeded  against  w*  a  more  severe  censure. 

2 1  April ; — There  was  no  sermon  in  the  afternoon,  because 
of  one  of  ye  ministrs  absence,  and  the  others  indisposition.75 

19  May;  This  day,  ther  was  intimation  made  from  the 
pulpit  for  a  contribution  to  thefrench  and  irish  persecute  pro- 
testantSy  to  be  collected  the  two  next  Sabbaths,  the  1st  day 
be  3  of  ye  town  elders,  and  the  next  be  3  of  ye  landwart 
elders  att  the  Kirk  stiles. 

1 3  June;  This  day  given  in  of  collect11  for  the  french  and  irish 
protestants  62  lib  16s.  Id.  qch  is  to  be  delivered  to  sd  patrick 
Murray  who  is  appointed  be  ye  privie  counsell  for  that  effect. 

2  Sept.;  Collected  this  day  4  lib.  15s.  of  qch  given  to  a 
poor  criple  woman  10s.  &  als  much  to  another  needie  person 
so  yr  remain  3  lib  15s.  Od.  qch  was  put  into  the  box. 

28  Sept;  It  was  signified  be  the  ministers,  to  the  elders 
of  the  Kirk  session  that  now  seeing  the  whole  toun  aniiparoch 
had  been  catechised,  this  year  and  the  sacrament  of  the  lords 
supper  had  not  been  adminstrat  in  this  place  for  som  years 
bygone,76  except  once,  that  yrfore,  it  was  ther  designe  to  cele- 
brat  ye  same,  the  two  last  sabbaths  of  October  next — desiring 

75  At  this  period  (1689)  there  was  only  one  place  of  worship  in  Dun- 
fermline— (the  parish  Kirk) — and  therefore  according  to  this  minute 
the  whole  town  and  parish  would  be  without  the  benefit  of  public 
worship  on  this  Sunday  afternoon. 

76  This  is  a  remarkable  admission.  What  could  have  been  the  cause 
of  such  a  laxity  in  the  discipline  of  the  Kirk  ?  Had  ' '  the  last  throes 
of  the  then  expiring  system  of  Episcopacy"  aught  to  do  with  it? 

F 
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them  to  give  yl  assistance  and  concurrence  therto  and  to  coun- 
sell  and  admonish  the  people  in  ther  sev11  quarters  for  ther 
better  preparation  to  receive  ye  same  &  to  accommodate  and 
tak  up  all  differences  y*  was  betwixt  any  of  yr  neighbours 
qch  they  all  unpnimously  promised  to  doe,  and  appointed  the 
same  to  be  intimat  the  next  Lords  day. 

28  Sept. ;  There  was  this  day  a  petition  given  in  to  the  Ses- 
sion be  John  Elder  at  the  east  port,  shewing  that  qras  he 
had  a  numerous  familie,  and  had  nothing  to  maintain  the 
same,  seeing  his  hors  by  which  he  had  wont  to  be  supported 
had  fallen  down  dead  on  the  road  whilst  he  was  traveling 
with  him,  therfor  he  humblie  supplicat  that  the  session  would 
allow  him  someqM  to  help  him  to  another  hors  for  his  better 
lively  hood  &  for  the  reliefe  of  his  familie;  qch  the  Session 
taking  into  consideration  did  allow  him  4  dollers  of  qch  he 
received  7  lib  6s.  qch  was  all  the  collection  gotten  the  last, 
and  this  weeks,  and  desires  Robert  peirson  to  advance  ye  rest 
qch  the  Session  promiseth  to  pay  out  of  the  first  that  shall 
be  collected. 

1 2  Oct. ;  James  Cameron  (the  drummer)  being  summoned 
to  this  day  (for  a  scandal),  and  called  on,  did  not  compear, 
and  it  was  reported  that  he  has  fledd  this  countrie,  and 
taken  on  w*  Captn  Eobert  Durie  to  be  a  soldier.77 

77  In  concluding  our  notes  we  may  make  a  remark  on  the  last  ex- 
tract (viz.,  of  date  12  Oct.,  1689)  as  an  "illustration  of  the  public 
worthies  of  other  days. "  A  writer  of  last  century  informs  us  that  "  the 
drummers  and  pypers  of  touns  were  of  old,  great  curiosities  in  their 
way'' — that  "they  were  the  publick  oracles  for  newes — the  retailers 
of  newes,  good  and  bad  —  but  more  especially  the  latter,  which  they 
augmented  and  coloured  to  torment  folks,  and  thereby  were  continually 
getting  into  scrapes ;"  that  "they  had  a  weakness  for  ale" — that  "they 
in  time  became  insolent,  obstreperous  subjects,  and  very  noisy  withal;" 
and  that  "not  a  few  of  them  had  to  throw  aside  their  drums  and 
pypes,  and  make  good  use  of  their  legs.  With  their  drummers,  Dun- 
fermline appears  to  have  had  some  trouble  in  these  times : — James 
Brugh,  the  former  drummer,  got  into  a  "  Scandal,"  was  dismissed,  and 
had  to  leave  the  town ;  and  now  here  is  James  Cameron,  another  drum- 
mer— (the  father  of  the  renowned  Penny  Wedding  fiddler  of  1750)  —gets 
also  into  a  "Scandal,"  which  caused  him  to  fly  the  countrie  and  take 
to  soldiering.     (See  also  dates  12  April,  1663;  24  Jan.,  1664)  ^ 


